
February 18, 2018 Next Week: Psalm 32

Main point from the sermon on Psalm 16 
God alone is our only true source of life and joy! 
Don’t settle for substitutes when it comes to your 
Desire, Delight, or Defense! 

Now let’s RECAP. 

Re-read Psalm 16. Highlight what you think are the 
key sentences or phrases. You’ll come back to 
those as you evaluate the main point of the 
passage shortly. 

Using the key statements, sentences, or phrases 
you highlighted, determine as a group what you 
think the big idea is. 

The main points from Sunday’s sermon were:  

1. The security of trusting in God 
2. The alternatives to trusting in God 
3. The blessings of trusting in God 

Spend a few minutes connecting the text and the 
main points. 

Leo Tolstoy was an interesting man.  Whether or 
not he truly trusted in Christ, we will leave up to 
the ultimate judge :) 
Whatever his true beliefs, his writing forced his 
readers to confront the realities of our world and 
pried into the big truth questions of life.  In the 
quotation from“The Death of Ivan Ilyich” below, 
we see Ilyich interacting with a peasant boy, 
Gerasim.  Why might we attribute a Christian 
worldview to Gerasim? 

“It would be a different thing if you weren’t sick,” 
said Gerasim, “but as it is, why shouldn’t I do a 
little extra work?”  Gerasim was the only on who 
did not lie; everything he did showed that he 
alone understood what was happening, saw no 
need to conceal it, and simply pitted his feeble, 
wasted master.  Once, as Ivan Ilyich was sending 
him away, he came right out and said: “We all 
have to die someday, so why shouldn’t I help 
you?”  By this he meant that he did not find his 
work to be a burden because he was doing it for a 
dying man, and he hoped that someone would do 
the same for him when his time came. 
   - The Death of Ivan Ilyich 

There are many applications that we might take 
from Psalm 16.  A few are listed below.  What 
others did you consider as you listened or as you 
read the Psalm? 
-What/who do you run to in times of trouble? 
-What (little g) gods are you tempted to run after? 
-What “good” thing are you turning into an idol 
because you separate it from God 
-Do you “delight” in the family of God?  What are 
some ways that you can build up/encourage your 
brothers and sisters that you haven’t done?   
-Meditate on the remarkable glory of our 
inheritance as co-heirs with Christ. 

Now the daylight flees, now the ground beneath 
Quakes as its Maker bows His head. 
Curtain torn in two, dead are raised to life, 
"Finished!" the victory cry. 

Oh, to see my name, written in the wounds, 
For through Your suffering I am free. 
Death is crushed to death, life is mine to live, 
Won through Your selfless love. 

This, the power of the cross, Son of God slain for 
us! What a love! What a cost! 
We stand forgiven at the cross. 
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