
March 25, 2018 Next week: John 1:19-51

Main point from Sunday’s sermon: John 1:1-18 
God’s heart is set on rescuing those living in 
darkness. From eternity past, God’s plan has been 
to bestow life, adoption, and grace on mankind, 
through Jesus Christ. 

Now let’s RECAP. 

Re-read John 1:1-18. Highlight what you think are 
the key sentences or phrases. You’ll come back to 
those as you evaluate the main point of the 
passage shortly. 

Using the key statements, sentences, or phrases 
you highlighted, determine as a group what you 
think the big idea is. 

The main points from Sunday’s sermon were:  
1. Jesus, the Eternal Word, announces Life (vv.1-8) 
2. Jesus, True Light, authorizes Adoption (vv.9-13) 
3. Jesus, the Only Son, administers Grace (v.14-18) 

Spend a few minutes connecting the text and the 
main points. Where in the text do you see the 
above statements and points? 

“Neither revolution nor reformation can ultimately 
change a society, rather you must tell a new 
powerful tale, one so persuasive that it sweeps 
away the old myths and becomes the preferred 
story, one so inclusive that it gathers all the bits of 
our past and our present into a coherent whole, 
one that even shines some light into the future so 
that we can take the next step forward. If you want 
to change a society, then you have to tell an 
alternative story,” Ivan Illich. 

What do you think about this quote? Do you 
agree or disagree? Do you think he’s right? What 
is the “new powerful tale” he is referring to? What 
are some of the stories or narratives being told 
and celebrated in our culture? What are some 
ways that the gospel (“new powerful tale”) 
dismantles and then rebuilds some of the cultural 
stories, hopes, and narratives? Does it? Can it? 

Why is the preeminence and eternality of Jesus a 
core tenet of confessional Christianity? Does it 
really even matter? Why or why not? By way of 
reminder, Arius said, “There was a time when the 
Son was not,” which was condemned in 325AD.  

What is the significance of Jesus being referred to 
as the Word (Gk: logos)? What does that reveal 
and communicate to us? To Jews? To Romans? 

In what ways can we improve our witness to those 
living in darkness? The mode of communication is 
always up for change; the message itself can never 
be changed without losing the gospel itself. 

Are there any statements from the text that are still 
confusing or unclear or even uncomfortable to 
you? As a group, address as many as you can.  

I once was lost in darkest night, Yet thought I knew 
the way; The sin that promised joy and life, Had 
led me to the grave; I had no hope that You would 
own, A rebel to Your will; And if You had not loved 
me first, I would refuse You still. 

But as I ran my hell-bound race, Indifferent to the 
cost; You looked upon my helpless state, And led 
me to the cross; And I beheld God’s love 
displayed, You suffered in my place; You bore the 
wrath reserved for me, Now all I know is grace. 

Hallelujah! All I have is Christ; Hallelujah! Jesus is 
my life! 

“All I have is Christ,” by Jordan Kauflin
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