
February 25, 2018 Next week: Psalm 116

Main point from Sunday’s sermon on Psalm 32 
God’s mercy, grace, and love motivate every 
aspect of our lives. 

Now let’s RECAP. 

Re-read Psalm 32. Highlight what you think are the 
key sentences or phrases. You’ll come back to 
those as you evaluate the main point of the 
passage shortly. 

Using the key statements, sentences, or phrases 
you highlighted, determine as a group what you 
think the big idea is. 

The main points from Sunday’s sermon were:  
1. Abundant Satisfaction (vv.1-4) 
2. Absolute Security (vv.5-7) 
3. Abounding Submission (vv.8-11) 

Spend a few minutes connecting the text and the 
main points. Where in the text do you see the 
above statements and points? 

“The forgiveness of the Father doesn’t wait for us 
to demonstrate adequate, sincere repentance. It 
doesn’t let us humbly accept a servant position in 
the household, or a chance gradually to earn our 
Father’s favor again through a life of obedience. 
Christ’s forgiveness precedes our repentance, and 
calls it forth,” Chad Bird. 

Do you agree with Chad’s statement, especially his 
choice of the last three words? Have you thought 
about the fact that what always draws us toward 
God in repentance is God Himself? As you recall  

your own faith journey, in what ways can you look 
back and see this to be true? Share amongst the 
group if you’re comfortable doing so. 

Martin Luther defined sin as “mankind curved in 
on itself.” Do you think he’s right? It’s okay to 
disagree with Luther! In what ways have you seen 
this in your own or others’ lives? How is it helpful 
in preceding gospel conversations with others? 

How does recounting the blessedness and 
supreme joy offered in the gospel help replace 
affections for lesser and competing joys (i.e., the 
American dream)? Is it important to be reminded 
on a regular basis of these truths? Why? 

Why is the urgency of David’s statement in v.6 
about confession and repentance, spoken to 
God’s people, so important? What does it teach 
us about God and His love for us? 

How does the unfailing love of God encourage 
Abounding (joyful) Submission in your life? Does 
the imagery of the mule encourage or discourage 
you in your obedience? Thinking again of carrots 
and sticks, which is a better motivator? How does 
God undo our thinking of that in the gospel? 

No strength of nature can suffice to serve the Lord 
aright, and what she has, she misapplies, for want 
of clearer light. / To see the Law by Christ fulfilled, 
to hear His pardoning voice, changes a slave into 
a child and duty into choice. / How long beneath 
the Law I lay In bondage and distress, I toiled the 
precept to obey, but toiled without success. / 
Then to abstain from outward sin was more than I 
could do, now if I feel its power within, I feel I hate 
it too. / Then all my servile works were done, a 
righteousness to raise, now, freely chosen in the 
Son, I freely choose His ways. 

“Love Constraining to Obedience,” Wm Cowper
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