
April 8, 2018 Next week: John 3:1-36

 

Main Point from Sunday’s sermon 
Though the passage was about Jesus clearing the 
temple and His authority over everything religious, 
a connection was made between sings of omission 
linked to sings of commission. 

Now let’s RECAP. 

Re-read John 2:13-25. What stands out to you in 
the text? Could the animals or people have 
stopped Jesus from clearing the temple? Do you 
think the Jewish leaders knew what they were 
doing was wrong? 

Using the key statements, sentences, or phrases 
you highlighted, determine as a group what you 
think the big idea is. 

The main points from Sunday’s sermon were:  
1. Commission of Sin Addressed (vv. 13-17) 
2. Questioned Authority (vv. 18-25) 
3. Omission: When Things Went Wrong 

Spend a few minutes connecting the text and the 
main points. Why did Jesus have to clear the 
temple? Was it greed or just commerce that 
moved Him to act? What do you think of the way 
Jesus answered the question on authority? 

“John recorded a cleansing of the temple at the 
beginning of Jesus’ ministry where as the synoptics 
recorded a temple cleansing toward the end of His 
public ministry. Probably there were 2 cleansings 
for there are differences in the narration. The first 
cleansing caught people by surprise. The second 
cleansing, about 3 years later, was one of the 
immediate causes of His death,” Dr. Edwin Blum. 

“The tragedy is that this business was carried on in 
the court of the Gentiles in the temple, the place 
where the Jews should have been meeting the 
Gentiles and telling them about the one true God. 
Any Gentile searching for truth would not likely 
find it among the merchants in the temple,” 
Warren Wiersbe. 

In view of Malachi 3:1-4, could fulfillment of this 
passage be contained with Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke’s cleansing before Jesus’ crucifixion, or does 
it require the account in John? 

How powerful is the failure to do right? 

We all do things we know we shouldn’t do which 
are sins of commission.  We also don’t do things 
we know we should do, which are sins of omission. 
Discuss if our committing sins of omission 
contribute toward our sins of commission. 

To sin is to separate us from fellowship with God 
and thereby lose the expression of His power in 
and through our lives. Since it is advantageous for 
us to stay in fellowship (not sinning), what can we 
do to make sure how we live is beneficial for 
ourselves and others? 

What is one new thing you can do this week to 
help keep your life in fellowship with the Lord 
(either addressing sins of omission or commission)? 

Remind one another God wants us to address sin 
in our lives because it is for our benefit, not 
because He wants to remind us of our failings. 

Lord, help us to live in your presence, aware of the 
good you have ordained us to do, that our focus 
will see your power evidenced through our lives. 
Keep us from indifference that fails to recognize 
opportunities to serve and to sacrifice, that we are 
too busy spiritually to wander into thinking about 
an doing those things that will break fellowship 
with you. 
Ephesians 2:10, 4:16
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