
April 29, 2018 Next week: John 4

Main point from Sunday’s sermon: John 3:1-21 
Each person of the Trinity is actively involved in 
securing eternal life. 

Now let’s RECAP. 

Re-read John 3:1-21 and 36. Highlight what you 
think are the key sentences or phrases. You’ll 
come back to those as you evaluate the main 
point of the passage shortly. 

Using the key statements, sentences, or phrases 
you highlighted, determine as a group what you 
think the big idea is. 

The main points from Sunday’s sermon were:  
1. The Spirit generates eternal life (vv.1-8) 
2. The Son guarantees eternal life (vv.9-15) 
3. The Father governs eternal life (vv.16-21,36) 

Spend a few minutes connecting the text and the 
main points. Where in the text do you see the 
above statements and points? 

“By the term born again He means not the 
amendment of a part but the renewal of the whole 
nature. Hence it follows that there is nothing in us 
that is not defective,” John Calvin. 

Do you agree or disagree? Do you think he’s right 
and that it’s more than “amending a part” and 
more about “renewing the whole?” 

“Before the new birth, we are spiritually dead, 
morally selfish, and legally guilty before God. 
When Jesus tells us that we must be born again, 

he is telling us that our present condition is 
hopelessly unresponsive,” John Piper. 

Following this quote Piper wrote, “Apart from 
amazing grace in our lives, we don’t like to hear 
this assessment of ourselves.” Do you think he’s 
right? Why? In what ways do you not like to think 
about yourself in these terms? 
  

Thinking through Nicodemus’ process of growth 
(Pharisees and ruler of the Jews (3:1), the teacher 
of Israel (3:10), defending Jesus (7:50), follower of 
Jesus (19:39)), where do you find yourself? The 
categories we use are: Conflicted, Convinced, 
Committed, and Contributing. 

How does Jesus’ use of Moses and the serpent 
(Numbers 21:4-9) confront us with the gravity and 
heinousness of our sin?  

Does seeing Jesus “lifted up” like that stir your 
heart and affections toward holiness? Why? How? 

Right thinking must motivate right living; in what 
areas of your life do you feel like there’s still a gap 
between those categories? How does verse 36 
encourage you toward obedience? 

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father, There 
is no shadow of turning with Thee; Thou changest 
not, Thy compassions, they fail not,  As Thou hast 
been Thou forever wilt be. 

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest; 
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above, Join 
with all nature in manifold witness, To Thy great 
faithfulness, mercy and love. 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, Thine 
own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 

“Great is Thy Faithfulness” by Thomas Chisholm
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