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Living the Gospel Mission

The recent Spirit-Filled Witnesses 
sermon series showed God’s Spirit join 
the apostles and early church to witness 
for Jesus in Acts 1-12. It helped us see 
that believers have and share His gospel 
wherever they are and in whatever 
condition they are. I am encouraged that 
CLEFC together and individually is 
praying and seeing opportunities to 
witness for Jesus as the good news 
where we live, work, play, serve, and 
hangout. 


Mission North Iowa was developed to do 
a local mission trip as a team to push us 
toward reaching hundreds in our 
community by 2020 as specified in our 
Vision Statement. Over 30 people trained 
in June, prayed and planned in July, and 
then did two Clear Lake relational events 
in August. The first event was a meal 
and games at The Meadows retirement 
community. The other was a cookout 

and games at OakHaven Mobile Home 
Park that included a service opportunity 
to restore siding on one of the homes. 
Adults and children shared life, stories, 
laughs, and door prizes with about 20 
people at each place. All the residents 
were very appreciative and enjoyed the 
time. Some conversations opened the 
door to further relationship and gospel 
connection. 


Mission North Iowa enjoying their time with The Meadows retirement community. 
Have you ever 
experienced a special 
moment of 
spontaneous worship?

Worship 
Emily Gerdts

>> see p.3

September at a Glance
WEEKLY Beginning Dates: BOARD MEETINGS

   9:30am- Sunday Worship 9/7- 6:30pm- AWANA
 9/12- 5:30pm Admin. Board

 11:00am- Sunday School (beg.9/18) 9/7- 6:30pm- Middle School Min. 9/12- 6:45pm Mission Board

  6:30pm- Sunday High School Min. 9/11- 10:30amChurch in the Park 9/13- 10:15am Deacon Care

 6:30pm- Wednesday AWANA 9/13- 8:30am Men/Women’s study 9/19- 6:30pm Elder Board

  6:30pm- Wed. Middle School Min. 9/18- 11:00am Sunday School

>>Living the Gospel Mission continued on p.2

Church in the 
Park 

Sept. 11  
(Look inside for 

details!)

Stepping Out  
Cindi Snow

>> see p.7

Save the Date: 
October 11, 2016


 For a

Fabulously Fun 

“Retiree Luncheon” 
at 11:30am 


at the church!
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Coming up…
 

Church in the Park (City Park) will be Sunday, 
September 11. Bring your Lawn chairs!
     9:30am Coffee Fellowship in Lakeview Room
   10:30am Worship in front of the Bandshell 
   12:00pm Provided Picnic

By Pastor Dan

Don’t let fears and doubt 
come between you and 
serving God. Here is my 
encouragement to you.

http://clearlakefree.org
http://clearlakefree.org


It’s easy to come to church on Sundays, sit in the pews, sing the worship 
songs and listen to a great sermon. It’s easy to sit at home in your comfortable 
recliner, with a cup of coffee in hand, and read from the Bible. Getting involved 
in the church is another story. It isn’t always easy. It isn’t always comfortable. 


Singing comes naturally to me. It’s a part of who I am. I sing all the time and in 
weird places. If you ever hear someone singing softly in a shopping center, it’s 
probably me. You might think that since singing comes naturally for me then it 
is easy to help lead worship Sunday mornings. You would be wrong. It’s not 

about the time it takes for practice. For me, being up front is hard work. Nerves 
are a big part of my Sunday mornings. My stomach is in knots and I am very afraid of making mistakes 
and messing things up for the band. I am afraid about what people think about me. (Is what I’m wearing 
appropriate, will people judge me if I raise my hands, and what must people think when I move to the 
music? Am I good enough?) These are real fears and thoughts that I have almost every time I arrive for 
practice on Sunday morning. After practice, I find a quiet place to pray and give up these fears to God. 
God fills me up with exactly what I need to worship Him. He clears my thoughts, gives me focus, and 
stands next to me with a smile on His face (not because I am singing well, but because I am singing for 
Him). So on the Sundays when I help lead worship, I am mentally and physically tired because it is hard 
work. It is rewarding work. 


Can I encourage you, brothers and sisters, to step out of your comfort zone and get involved in the 
church? If you love the children in this church get involved in the student ministries. If you love to 
organize, there is a place for you to serve. If you love working with your hands, building things, or fixing 
things, there is a place for you to serve. If you don’t think you have any gifts to offer, there is a place for 
you to serve. 


I didn’t think I had anything to offer as I left for Uganda with Randy Vaage and Paul Schmidt, however I 
trusted that God would find ways to use me. Camping? I am not a camper. I fear bugs. God turned me 
into a camper for seven days and he kept all the bugs away. He equipped me with exactly what I 
needed when I needed it in order to serve Him well; because it is not about me, it is about Him.              
If He did this for me I am certain He will do the same for you.   


These were terrific steps of living the gospel mission in community. We will continue this focus in our LiNC 
(Living in New Community) adult small groups this school year. Please get me your ideas for ways CLEFC 
may walk through the doors of people in our communities who may not walk through these church doors. 
It can be for individuals, apartments or neighborhoods, your workplace or coffee group, or whomever the 
Spirit prompts you to consider. Then let’s pray together and see how the Lord works in and through us. 


Living the Gospel Mission (continued) Thank You…
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Thank you for your continued support of the toilet paper and detergent drive for the Clear Lake 
Schools. We donated nine detergents and 136 rolls of toilet paper. It was all distributed at registration.   

-Sara Puttmann, Student and Family Services Coordinator. 

A big “Thank you” to the church members that hosted and served the wonderful picnic supper for 
residents of OakHaven Mobile Home Park last evening. The food was delicious and very plentiful, the 
games were fun, the door prizes great and the fellowship was enjoyed by all. 

-Jack and Eva Miller, Jim and Donna Mowry, Jenny and Barb Ketchum
 Larry and Joan West, Dave and Peggy Van Syke

Stepping Out of the Comfort Zone by Cindi Snow

Mission North Iowa enjoying their time OakHaven Mobile Home Park. 



Fall is upon us. The temperatures 
have dropped, as have a few 
leaves. School has begun once 
again. Football games, apple 
cider, and pumpkins will soon be 
a part of the landscape of your 
life. Amidst that, the effects of the 
Fall are upon us as well. There is 
the daily battle for holiness. The 
pleading with God to treasure the 
gospel above all things as you 
face your day. The desire to 
parent your kids and love your 
spouse and handle every second 
with righteous motivations. And 
those pursuits stand in direct and 
hostile opposition to our flesh. 


Scholars debate Romans 7:15-25 
and whether they refer to Paul 
before he became a Christian or 
the daily battle he felt as a 
Christian after his conversion. I 
tend to think the latter for many 
reasons, but I’ll share two. First, a 
simple reading of Paul’s letters 
show a constant and vigilant 
barrage against the flesh and the 
effects of sin in one’s life. 
Second, the verb used is in the 
present tense and active voice, 
which means it is an ongoing 
thing he is facing and it is not 
something simply happening to 
him passively. So, when he 
writes, “For I do not do the good I 
want, but the evil I do not want is 
what I keep on doing” (Romans 
7:19), this is the real life situation 
he is facing as a regenerate, 
redeemed, and adopted child of 
God. 


The question you’re probably 
asking at this point is, “Why does 
this matter to me these early days 
of September?” I have a few 
answers. First of all, fall brings 
with it a new set of schedules, 
routines, patterns, and programs. 
Some of them are good; all of 
them are demanding. There is a 
tendency to passively be tugged, 
pushed, and pulled by all that life 
will bring with it. My call to you is 
to actively establish, prioritize, 
and set for yourself what will be 
your priorities, routines, and 
p a t t e r n s . H o l i n e s s i s n o t 
accidental. 


Second, Paul does not end his 
discussion in verse 19 with a kind 
of lackadaisical shrug and eye-
roll. He writes in verse 20, “Now if 
I do what I do not want, it is no 
longer I who do it, but sin that 
dwells within me.” The battle 
against indwell ing sin is a 
constant one. It is a difficult one. 
I t i s near l y imposs ib le to 
accomplish on your own. Know 
that we as a church and family 
ministry want to serve, equip, and 
stand in the gap with you and 
your family as you strive to do all 
you can in the daily task of not 
just fighting sin, but killing it. One 
of my favorite quotes, though I 
think I have a few hundred, is 
from the Puritan John Owen on 

this topic. He said, “Be killing sin 
or sin will be killing you.” 


Lastly, the battle for holiness 
must include a healthy balance of 
both reflect ing on sin and 
depravity but also on Christ and 
Him crucified. To simply reflect on 
your self and the sin that lies 
within apart from the latter can be 
despairing and devastating, 
which is why Paul cries out in 
verse 24, “Wretched man that I 
am! Who will deliver me from this 
body of death?” Therein lies the 
heart of the question and the 
answer is the fuel for vigilance 
and holiness in your life. 


Paul’s words here are a brilliant 
light, piercing the dark terrain that 
we often find ourselves walking. 
May these words encourage and 
fuel you for the days ahead in 
your walk with God and pursuits 
of holiness. He writes, “Thanks 
be to God through Jesus Christ 
our Lord! So then, I myself serve 
the law of God with my mind, but 
with my flesh I serve the law of 
sin. There is therefore now no 
condemnation for those who are 
i n C h r i s t J e s u s ( R o m a n s 
7:25-8:1). The deliverance has 
happened if you are a child of 
God because Jesus stood 
condemned as he died in our 
place. We are now free from guilt, 
shame, and condemnation. So 
live that way as you strive to be 
vigilant in your walk with God.

Reflecting on the Fall this Fall Fall Ministry Schedule
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By Pastor James

“There is a daily battle 
for holiness.” 

Doug Harrenstein caught me 
one Sunday at church about 
two years ago and said “after 
reviewing nominations, we 
would like you to consider 
becoming an elder.” Well of 
course my quick answer was 
“no thank you!”  But being the 
wise man that he is, he asked 
me to take some time to 
consider and pray about the 
position.  I did and in my mind 
the same answer was easy – 
why would I want to do 
THAT?!? 


I attended an elder meeting, 
partly to humor Doug and 
partly as curiosity, although 
c o m i n g t o t h e s a m e 
conclusion…or so I thought.


At some point along this path I 
began to notice, however, that 
each time I said to myself or to 
others that “no” answer, 
something would happen akin 
to being hit in the forehead 
with a sledge hammer with the 
w o rd s “ w ro n g a n s w e r ! ” 
stamped on it so that I could 
read it in the mirror.  Being at 
least half Norwegian causes 
one to require communication 

of a less subtitle nature in 
order to “get the point.”  The 
Sprit was communicating in a 
way that even I could not 
ignore.


I’m guessing I received three 
t o fi v e o f t h e s e 
“communications” at an ever 
increasing intensity before 
finally accepting the position.  
The most important point of 
the path however was not my 
original thought that maybe 
the Board needed me and my 
skills.  


As it turns out the message of 
the sledge hammer was “Kent, 
you need this to come closer 
to Me…not the other way 
around!”


Now, two years into this 
learning experience I feel 
blessed to have been given 
this chance to grow.  Mind you 
the E lder Board is t ime 
c o n s u m i n g a n d h e a r t 
stretching.  Most discussions 
are deep and personally very 
convicting.  Said more directly 
– nothing about being an Elder 
is easy.  But I thank God for 
providing the sledge hammer 
explanation of why I needed it 
to grow in order to serve. 


Elder Notes by Kent Hall

Children and Student Ministries

Wednesday, September 7
AWANA: 6:30pm
Middle School: 6:30pm

Sunday, September 18
Children and Student Sunday 
School: 11:00am
High School: 6:00pm

Adult Ministries

Tuesday, September 13 
Men & Women’s Bible Studies: 
8:30am

Sunday, September 18
Adult Sunday School: 11:00am

LiNC: Dates will vary, beginning 
in September

Church in the Park

Sunday, September 11
Coffee and Fellowship: 9:30am
Worship Service: 10:30am
Lunch (Provided): 12:00pm

Fall MinistrySchedule

“You need this to come 
closer to Me…”



Tim Smith has attended CLEFC for 30 years! He and his wife Nancy have been 
married for 44 years and they have been blessed with three children and 10 
grandchildren. Tim has been a Sunday School teacher for over 40 years. He has 
also served for AWANA off and on during those years.


What is the greatest joy about being a part of the Middle School Ministry? 
Being able to make a difference in the lives of young people. It’s the best hour of 
my week. I like to have fun with the class while teaching them the truths of the 
Bible. Same thing for AWANA.


What is the reward of volunteering for this ministry? The activity itself. No 
further reward is needed or expected. Forming lasting relationships with kids is 
rewarding. 


Any final thoughts? Prayer request is that we have good attendance each week in both high school 
Sunday School and AWANA. We don’t offer an online course or a correspondence course. Being there is 
the only way it happens. 


What is your favorite Bible verse? ll Corinthians 4:16-18
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Sara Hall has attended CLEFC for 12 years! Sara and her husband Zach have 
been married for 11 years and have three boys, Caleb (8), Carter (5), and 
Cameron (1). Sara helps out in the Sunday School class, AWANA, Nursery, and in 
the kitchen. 


What is the greatest joy about being a part of the AWANA Program?  I love 
watching the kids when they finally have that “ah ha” moment. When God’s love 
truly touches them. And to watch those young untouched hearts and how pure 
they are. If we should go anywhere and learn how to love Jesus…sometimes I 
think it would be to turn to our youth. 


What is the reward in volunteering for this ministry? To watch them grow. I’ve 
been in the church long enough to watch some of our youth start to grow; and to 

see their relationship with God blossom is both an honor and a reward. 


Any final thoughts? This church went from being a place to go to on Sunday mornings to a place of 
worship and family. There are so many relationships that have been built here that will last a lifetime. I will 
forever be thankful to God for placing me here at just the right time in my life. 


What is your favorite Bible verse? John 3:16. To sit back some days and just try and let that sink in, is 
just mind boggling. To know someone literally laid down their life for ME. ME! Some days it’s almost too 
much to comprehend. His love is unstoppable and cannot be contained. Awesome. Just Awesome. 
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Volunteer Highlights with Tim Smith and Sara Hall 

All of our fall programming kicks off Wednesday, September 7 and Sunday, 
September 18. If you would like more information about how to become involved in 
the AWANA or Middle School and High School Ministries please contact Pastor 
James today. 

The other day during my quiet time I was reading out of Proverbs and 

I came across verse four in chapter sixteen where it says, “The LORD has 
made everything for its purpose, even the wicked for the day of trouble.” 

A few verses later in one of my favorite verses: “The heart of man plans his 
way, but the Lord directs his steps.” I pondered over the chapter and was 
again comforted and reminded of Gods faithfulness to me and His sovereignty 
in my life. As I sat in the quiet for a few moments, I couldn’t help but start 
singing, 

“Great is Thy faithfulness O God, my Father 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee.  
Thou changest not; Thy compassions, they fail not.  
As Thou hast been Thou forever will be.  

   Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!  
	 	 	 Morning by morning new mercies I see;  
	 	 	 All I have needed Thy hand hath provided.  
	 	 	 Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!” 

As I sat in my kitchen the hymn just flowed out and it was a precious time of worship. Has that ever 
happened to you? Have you been so moved by a promise in God’s Word or answer to prayer that you 
couldn’t help but worship God in that moment? I hope that has happened to you. I hope it happens to 
you all the time. My prayer for you is that as you come to worship on Sunday morning that it is simply 
a carrying-on of the rich worship you’ve experienced throughout the week. I hope that Sunday 
morning isn’t the only time you ever sing to the Lord and worship Him. 


Tomorrow when you’re having your quiet time and daily Bible study, I would challenge you to not just 
read and take in, but also be intentional about spending time worshipping and glorifying God. In his 
book, Worship Matters, Bob Kauflin says,”…that to worship and glorify the living God is the purpose 
for which we were made.” Worship God throughout the week. Worship Him everyday. Don’t wait for 
Sunday morning to come around to sing and praise Him. If the Lord went as far as to make the wicked 
for a purpose as Proverbs says, how much more then does He desire for you to worship Him if that’s 
why He made you! (Kauflin, Bod. Worship Matters: Leading Others to Encounter the Greatness of God. Wheaton, IL; Crossway, 2008. Chapter 1, page 16. Print.

Everyday Worship by Emily Gerdts

“Have you been so  moved by a promise in God’s 
Word or answer to a prayer that you couldn’t help 

but worship God in that moment?”


