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Keep Watch in Community

The short sermon series through 
October is Keep Watch from Matthew 
24-25. It is exciting to learn about God’s 
future events in this world. I am glad that 
Jesus was okay with the disciples asking 
questions about the future and that His 
answers are recorded in the Bible. I’m 
grateful that His words bring warning 
and hope to both bel ievers and 
unbelievers.   


This short series is a brief overview of 
prophecy. It will not cover every 
Scriptural end-time prophecy, but it will 
show us what Jesus said to his disciples 
on the Mount of Olives during the week 
of His passion. In His Spirit-filled 
wisdom, Jesus revealed the best 
information for his disciples both then 
and now to know and how to live. He 
directed attention past the temple and 
difficult times to His return as the Son of 
Man. (The Son of Man is “the Messianic 
title used by Jesus to express his 
heavenly origin, earthly mission, and 
glorious future coming.” (James C. 
DeYoung). Jesus is the hope of the 
world. He was then. He is now. He will 
be forever. 


It is a busy time of the year! There are many things to get involved in. 

King’s Kids is just a few 
weeks away. Find out 
why this is such a fun 
opportunity to serve!

King’s Kids 
Kim Fyfe

>> see p.5

October at a Glance
WEEKLY SPECIAL EVENTS BOARD MEETINGS

   9:30am: Sunday Worship 10/2: First Step 11:00am
 10/4: Deacon Care 10:15am

 11:00am: Sunday School 10/11: Retiree Luncheon 11:30am 10/10: Admin. Board 5:30pm

  6:00pm: Sunday High School 10/30: Quarterly  Luncheon, 10/10: Mission Board 6:45pm

 8:30am: Tuesday Bible Studies       Fundraiser, and Business Mtg. 10/24: Elder Board 6:30pm

  6:30pm: Wednesday AWANA 10/31: King’s Kids 5:30pm

  6:30pm: Wed. Middle School

>>Living the Gospel Mission continued on p.2

King’s Kids 
Monday, 

October 31 
5:30-7:30pm 

CLEFC 
Gymnasium

Sharing Life 
Matt Sauer

>> see p.3

October 11, 2016

11:30am


 For a

Fabulously Fun 

“Retiree Luncheon”

at the church!
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1310 Highway 18 West
Clear Lake, Iowa  50428

clearlakefree.org 

Return Service Requested

We exist to make disciples by 
“Sharing Life Transformed by Christ’s Love”

Clear Lake Evangelical 
Free Church

By Pastor Dan

“The effectiveness of the 
gospel in your life is at 
stake.” Find out why and 
what to do about it.

http://clearlakefree.org
http://clearlakefree.org


“Away in a manger no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.” Wait a minute.        
I thought this was the October Newsletter! 


You are exactly right! It is the October Newsletter and it’s time for Christmas in October again. October 
is the month that we set aside to honor our missionary families with young children at home by helping 
them financially with a little extra financial gift during the holiday season. We have nine missionary kids 
who are still living at home. Take a peek at the mission board to see their families and locations and to 
drop any amount of a donation in the drop box. At the end of October all of the money will be counted 
and divided equally for each child. This ministry has been a huge blessing to our missionary parents 
these past few years as it helps them to buy Christmas presents that they might not be able to without 
receiving your gift. Happy Christmas in October!


Sadly, the most attention that end-time 
information usually gets is when another predicted 
date arrives and passes without cosmological 
incident. People naturally and arrogantly want to 
know when even though God has declared that 
only He knows the day and hour (Matt. 24:36). All 
human, angelic, or demonic attempts at 
determining the date are doomed to fail, even 
when supposedly based upon Bible verses. True 
believers are not deceived by such attempts 
because they know Jesus and His Word (Matt. 
24:24-25). Sadly, many people are deceived, 
disappointed, and disillusioned about God and 
the Bible. But while such attempts are futile, 
God’s guarantee that it will happen and that He 
knows when is still firmly intact and on schedule. 


Thankfully, Jesus said what to do regarding the 
future: stay awake and prepare. Are we supposed 
to stay awake all the time? Is that like praying 
without ceasing? Did Jesus just exaggerate for 
effect so that we at least do it some of the time? 


The disciples would have understood to stay 
awake literally. Peter, James, and John were to 
stay awake and pray with Jesus in the garden of 
Gethsemane just a few days later, but instead fell 
asleep. But the disciples would have also 
understood stay awake figuratively to be alert 
amidst the development and demands of earthly 
life. Similar to when we drive to work and don’t 
remember any of the usual landmarks because we 
are thinking of something else, or worse yet, 
texting! It is easy to be distracted by life so that 
we are not alert to the One who is Life. 


Jesus gave four ways to prepare for His return. 
We must prepare obediently (Matt. 24:45-51), 
personally (25:1-13), productively (25:14-30), and 
compassionately (25:31-46). We will be looking at 
each of these during the October worship 
services.  


Keep Watch in Community (continued) Thank You…
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“It is easy to be distracted by life that we 
are not alert to the One who is Life.”

CLEFC Family,
Thank you all for your prayers, cards, and thoughts while I was in the hospital. Thank you for the 
flowers. A special thank you to Pastor Dan for his visits.

God bless you, Sue Pals

Christmas in October

Hope Anderson Grace Anderson

Rebekah Baxter

Damaris Soare

Emily and Justin Fox Samuel CutshallBrie and Kai Noriega

(Top row L-R) Bill Eckard, Craig Clement, David Westra, 
Richard Bell, Roger Barillas, Brian Eppens, Darwin 
Anderson,Kent Hall, Bryan Navarette, Darin Theel, 
(Bottom row L-R) Lee Taylor, Les Harms, Jeff Boyes,   
Matt Bell, Dan Jordan 

2016 Men’s Fishing Trip!



Needless to say, September was 
a wet month. You probably didn’t 
need to read that here in order to 
know that. We received over 10.5 
inches of rain, bringing the total 
for May through September to a 
whopping 35.59 inches. That is a 
l o t o f r a i n . M a n y o f u s 
experienced the devastating 
effects of so much precipitation. 
Fields were flooded. Creeks and 
rivers overflowed their banks. 
Some crops were lost. Many 
homes were infiltrated. If you are 
like us, you had water in places 
that it shouldn’t have been.

One of the benefits that may be 
difficult to see as a benefit is that 
such infiltration reveals issues 
that need attention. I know that is 
true in our case. We have floor 
cracks that need to be filled, 
drywall that is now damp-wall 
and needs to be removed, as well 
as a water table issue that we 
need to address and remedy as 
best we can. I f we never 
experienced the water issues, we 
wouldn’t know of the issues that 
need to be addressed. Some 
would say, “Ignorance is bliss.” 
To a certain degree, I would 
agree. But, you cannot unlearn 
things once you’ve learned them. 
N o w t h e i s s u e s m u s t b e 
addressed one at a time as 
painful and uncomfortable as that 
may be.

The same is true in our hearts 
and lives. God uses the storms, 
fl o o d s , a n d r a i n s i n t h e 
circumstances of our lives to 
reveal sinful patterns, idolatrous 
foundations, and even rotting 

drywall in our hearts. In his book, 
Broken-Down House, Paul Tripp 
writes, “God does the same thing 
with you, over and over again. He 
meets you in one of the difficult 
hallways of your life, kneels down 
before you in condescending 
love, and asks you to trust his 
loving and wise rule, even though 
you don’t have a clue what he is 
doing” (50). Perhaps that’s where 
you are today.

The beautiful thing is that God 
doesn’t leave us on our own to 
figure it out. Much like a brilliant 
and skillful contractor, He not 
only points out the issues in need 
of attention and correction, but 
gives us the tools and resources 
necessary to remedy them. There 
are two texts, of hundreds in the 
Bible, I want to point you to as 
the foundation of this point. The 
first is Psalm 103:10-13, “He 
does not deal with us according 
to our s ins , nor repay us 
according to our iniquities. For as 
high as the heavens are above 
the earth, so great is his steadfast 
love toward those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the 
west, so far does he remove our 
transgressions from us. As a 
father shows compassion to his 
children, so the LORD shows 
compassion to those who fear 
him.”

This is an amazing text. Did you 
catch what David said in verse 
10? “He does not deal with us 
according to our sins.” He 
doesn't treat us the way we 
deserve. That is sheer mercy. 
Next he uses two directional 

terms: east and west. Notice he 
doesn’t say, “North and South!” 
That is actually important. Go far 
enough north and you wil l 
eventually turn south (and vice 
versa). But you can travel east 
10,000 mi les and i t never 
changes to west. East and west 
never fall back on themselves like 
north and south. So is our 
transgression removed from us. 
Let that sink in!

S e c o n d l y, P a u l w r i t e s i n 
Philippians 2:12-14, “Therefore, 
my beloved, as you have always 
obeyed, so now, not only as in 
my presence but much more in 
my absence, work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling, 
for it is God who works in you, 
both to will and to work for his 
good pleasure. Do all things 
without grumbling or disputing.” 
It is God’s working in us that 
cannot leave us as we are. You 
can’t simply carpet over the 
foundation cracks or paint over 
the damp drywall. Notice again 
Paul’s words: “to will and to work 
for his good pleasure.” It is God’s 
determined, purposed, intentional 
working in us for the ultimate aim 
of his good pleasure. God desires 
that we live lives of obedience 
and holiness. When you work out 
your salvation, laboring under the 
banner of the gospel, without 
grumbling, God is glorified. 
Moreover, God receives pleasure 
and satisfaction from the process 
and outcome as well. Allow God 
to work on your heart issues. 
Your good and holiness are at 
stake. More importantly, His 
pleasure is at stake.

Leaky Basements, Sinful Hearts, and Gods Pleasure Starting up…
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By Pastor James

Sharing Life applied to my life 
is more than a tag l ine 
developed by a group of 
people locked in a room.  It's 
Jesus' prayer for us in John 
17:20-21. Our sharing life and 
unity is something that takes 
work, prayer, time, extended 
grace, and mercy.  


When I was asked a year and 
a half ago to consider serving 
as an elder, again God clearly 
was telling me that "healing 
will come when we are moving 
forward wi th the gospel 
together.” This has not been 
an easy couple of years for 
anyone but I truly believe God 
has defined what sharing life 
looks like.


A lot can get in the way of that 
togetherness but the potential 
can only be measured by the 
Kingdom itself.  Imagine 200 
people let loose with no 
boundaries?  Really, think 
about that, no boundaries; the 
gates of hell don't even stand 
in our way.  


Perhaps you are thinking of 
ways that we are not unified.  I 
have to ask the Spirit to search 
my heart to uncover anything 
that might get in the way of 
unity. Jesus made it clear that 
my ability to share the good 
news is at stake.


Sharing life is not on our own 
terms. It comes when we allow 
mercy to overtake our lives 
a n d s a t u r a t e e v e r y 
relationship.    Not only in our 
church body but our families, 
jobs, and neighborhoods. 
Please take time and join me in 
this by seeking the Spirit's 
direction.  The effectiveness of 
the gospel in your life is at 
stake.  


Elder Notes by Matt Sauer

Chronic Illness

“Sharing life comes 
when we allow mercy 
to overtake our lives 
and saturate every 

relationship.”Overcoming the emotional strain 
of chronic illness by equipping, 
restoring, and nurturing through 
faith in Christ.  This is our desire 
with the start of a chronic illness 
support group starting in October.  
Meeting the second Tuesday of 
each month, our goal is to share 
life transformed by Christ’s love 
amidst chronic illness. The 
Chronic Illness Support Group will 
begin on October 11 from 
6-7:30pm at 102 S. 17th Street in 
Clear Lake (Jordan’s house). For 
more information, contact Deb 
Jordan or Nicki Faust. 

Support Group

Pizza and Praise Night is starting 
up again on Thursday, October 6 
at 5:30pm in the Fireside Room 
featuring pizza, games, and fun 
fellowship together. It’s a great 
way to build new friendships. All 
are welcome. Each month please 
bring $5 for pizza and your own 
beverage. It is also important to 
RSVP for an accurate pizza order. 

They are also looking for some 
willing hearts from our church 
body to also support/volunteer. 

For more information about 
serving or to RSVP, please call 
Gordon Peterson 641-357-5022 or 
Pastor Scott Sokol 641-425-9978.

Let’s share life together by sharing a 
meal at the quarterly luncheon on 

Sunday, October 30.



Kim Fyfe has attended CLEFC for 27years! She and her husband Tim have been 
married for 30 years and they have been blessed with five children (Katie, Brian, 
Laura, Chipper and Tori) and five grandchildren. Kim has served in AWANA, VBS, 
MOPS, the nursery, and King’s Kids. Kim has been the coordinator for King’s Kids for 
16 years. 


What is the greatest joy about Coordinating King’s Kids? Seeing our church family 
volunteer and work together to make King’s Kids such a great event. We usually end 
up with between 75-100 different people serving to make it happen. And another thrill 
is getting Bibles into the hands of so many children and families because of the prizes 
we are able to give out. 


What is the reward of volunteering for King’s Kids? When I hear from parents in our church or locally 
how much it means to them to have this for their children and for their family. Makes it worth every effort. 


Any final thoughts? Just a big thank you to all who have helped in the past. Please consider volunteering 
again this year in whatever way you are able. Let us love and serve our young families and in doing so 
demonstrate the love of Christ. 


What is your favorite Bible verse? In 1 Corinthians 9 Paul talks about fitting in, in order to bring people to 
Christ. Verses 22b and 23 the Life Application Bible says “Yes, I try to find common ground with everyone 
so that I might bring them to Christ. I do all this to spread the Good News, and in doing so I enjoy it’s 
blessings.”
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Julie Allen and her husband James have been married for 14 years and have three 
children (Nate, Lydia and Ella). Julie and her family have been a part of our church for 
one year. She is involved in serving the Children’s Ministry including VBS, Sunday 
School, and AWANA. 


What is the greatest joy about being a part of Children’s Ministry? I think it’s 
wonderful to see children grasp great and amazing things about God. Children are full 
of love and acceptance and it’s so easy for them to understand these same qualities in 
God.


What is the reward in volunteering for this ministry? One reward I receive from 
volunteering in Children’s Ministry is the joy and fun. I feel energized from the kid’s 
excitement. I get to let loose and have fun and the kids just join in.. 


Any final thoughts? As fun as Children’s Ministry is, I am driven by the desire for the youngest members of 
our church to hear and know deeply the gospel of truth. I want them to see the works of God in the Bible, 
His continued work in our world today and His personal work in their lives and families. 


What is your favorite Bible verse? Isaiah 55:10-11 reminds me to diligently teach the word of God and 
trust that He will accomplish His purpose with it. 
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Volunteer Highlights with Kim Fyfe and Julie Allen 
You’ve probably heard the famous story of Haratio Spafford writing “It Is Well with My Soul” 
following the death of his four daughters. The story goes that as he sailed across the area 
were their ship went down and they drowned, he wrote the popular hymn.

 
When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, when sorrows like sea billows roll; Whatever my 
lot, Thou has taught me to say, it is well, it is well, with my soul. It is well, with my soul, It is 
well, with my soul, It is well, it is well, with my soul. Though Satan should buffet, though trials 
should come, let this blest assurance control, that Christ has regarded my helpless estate, 
and hath shed His own blood for my soul


Some of the story may be true, but there’s much more to the story 
before and after the song! In the 1870s, Spafford was a very 
successful lawyer in Chicago and heavily invested in real estate. In 
1871, the great Chicago fire destroyed all his downtown investment 
properties. In 1873, he and his family planned a vacation trip to 
Europe. While in Great Britain, he planned to help his good friend 
Dwight L. Moody and Ira Sankey, whom he had financially supported, with their evangelistic tour. 
Spafford sent his wife and four girls, ages 11, 9, 7 and 2, ahead while he finished up last-minute business 
in Chicago. On November 22, the S.S. Ville Du Havre struck another ship and sank within twelve minutes. 
Mrs. Spafford cabled her husband “Saved alone.”


One story reports that Spafford wrote “It Is Well with My Soul” while passing over the very spot of the 
ocean where his four daughters perished while another, more reliable report, claims he wrote it two years 
later when Moody and Sankey were visiting his home.


But the tragedy surrounding the hymn didn’t end there. Horatio and Anna returned to Chicago, and gave 
birth to Horatio II who would die at four years old of scarlet fever in 1876. Two years later, the couple 
gave birth to Bertha, who would would write that her parents not only suffered the pain of losing their 
fortune and five children, but it was compounded by a crisis of faith. Were the children’s deaths a 
punishment from God? Did He no longer love them? Horatio felt himself in danger of losing his faith.

In 1881, Anna gave birth to a sixth daughter, appropriately named “Grace.” Shortly after, the family of four 
moved to Jerusalem, with Horatio explaining, “Jerusalem is where my Lord lived, suffered, and 
conquered, and I wish to learn how to live, suffer, and especially to conquer.”


But the tragedy surrounding the hymn didn’t end there, either. The tune was written by Philip P. Bliss, 
which he entitled “Ville du Havre,” the name of the ship that took the lives of Spafford’s four daughters. 
The hymn was first sung by Bliss himself before a large gathering of ministers hosted by Moody on 
November 24, 1876.


Just one month later, on December 29, 1876, Bliss and wife were traveling to Chicago 
by train. As the train passed over a trestle near Ashtabula, Ohio, the bridge collapsed 
and the passenger coaches plunged 75 into the icy river. Philip was able to escape 
through a window, but his wife was pinned in the wreckage. As he went back to free 
his wife, a fire broke out through the wooden cars and both were burned beyond 
recognition.


Nine tragic deaths surround the hymn, and yet those affected by them, could say, 
“It is well with my soul.” 
‘It is Well With My Soul’ the rest of the stories by James N.Watkins

Story Behind the Hymn


