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One of my favorite weeks of the year is 
when I join over sixty pastors and lay 
teachers at the Bible Exposition 
Workshop hosted by the EFCA Central 
District in early November. Each year a 
different genre of Bible literature is 
selected to learn better how to read, 
understand, and proclaim it. This year’s 
focus is poetry with specific attention to 
the Psalms. Each participant is 
assigned two passages to prepare and 
then discuss in a break out group. The 
five minute report will answer six 
ques t i ons rega rd ing s t ruc tu re , 
emphasis, context, theme, Jesus, and 
the aim of the passage assigned.


I have been assigned Psalm 6 and 
Psalm 80. They are different and yet 
similar in their message. Psalm 6 is 

written by King David regarding the 
Lord’s painful work in his personal life. 
Psalm 80 is written by lead musician 
Asaph about the Lord’s painful work in 
Israel’s national life. What makes the 
Lord’s work painful to us is His 
necessary correction of our belief and 
behavior to His glory. 


The one question common to both 
chapters is “How long?” I ask that 
same question about myself. I wonder 
how long it is going to take for God to 
be done correcting me. The good news 
is painful to my pride. Since He is 
faithful to His promises and His people, 
it will be a lifelong process.


We hope to see your family at the Harvest Festival this year!

How Long? by Pastor Dan 

Eight reasons for 
everyday Gospel 
thankfulness.

Keep Going 
Pastor James

>> see p.6

November at a Glance
WEEKLY SPECIAL EVENTS BOARD MEETINGS

9:30am: Sunday Worship 11/6: 3:00pm Apple Valley Service


 

11/1: 5:30pm Trustee

11:00am: Sunday School 11/6: 4:00pm Oakwood Service 11/7: 6:45pm Missions

6:00pm: Sundays, High School 11/6: 11:00am Membership Class 11/8: 10:15am Deacon
6:30pm: Wednesdays, Middle School 11/13: 12:15pm Harvest Festival 11/14: 6:30pm Elder

>> remainder of story on p.2

What’s inside 
Find out about 

this years family 
fun Harvest 

Festival!

Worshiping when  
you feel like you 
physically have 
nothing to offer God. 

Worship 
Deb Jordan

>> see p.4

Daylight 
Savings ends 

on November 6!

Fall back one hour! 
You don’t want to 

miss worship!
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I want it to be done sooner so 
that I do not have to wrestle with 
i t a n y l o n g e r . B u t H i s 
commitment to His glory through 
me is greater than my arrogant 
laziness. How long it takes must 
be in His timing, not mine. It is 
for me to trust Him, His timing, 
and His methods which are 
extensions of His holiness, His 
mercy and His grace. I have  all 
of those through Jesus and am 
sealed with His Spirit.


“How long?” is also a question 
for the church. Psalm 80 refers 
to the Lord as the Shepherd, the 
vinedresser, and the LORD of 
h o s t s ( Ya h w e h S a b a o t h ) . 
Thinking through each of these 
descriptions we see who has the 
responsibil i ty of care. The 
shepherd for the sheep, the 
vinedresser for the vineyard, and 
the LORD for His people. The 
reverse is not true. Sheep do not 
care for the Shepherd, nor the 

vineyard for the vinedresser, nor 
His people for the LORD


How long will the LORD’s people 
need Him to be fa i thfu l ly 
responsible for them? The 
answer is for all of time and 
through eternity. If He does not 
return while we are living, His 
church will continue past our 
lifetimes. He has provided all the 
nurture and discipline we need 
as His masterpiece. He is far 
more committed to His church 
than we will ever be and He will 
restore us with His Word, His 
Spirit, and His community as a 
testimony of His glory to the 
world. 


So, even when we finally know 
who the next United States 
president is, the LORD will be 
faithfully transforming His people 
(individually and corporately) to 
believe and behave according to 
His Spirit and truth. As Max 
Lucado wrote recently, “I have a 
prediction. I know exactly what 
November 9 will bring. Another 
day of God’s perfect sovereignty. 
He will still be in charge. His 
throne will still be occupied. He 
will still manage the affairs of the 
world. Never before has His 
providence depended on a king, 
president, or ruler. And it won’t 
on November 9, 2016.”


Praise the LORD God of hosts for 
that truth.


How Long? (cont.)
Harvest Festival will be after Sunday School on Sunday, November 13. This year we will share a provided 
meal and have an old-fashioned, good time, fun festival for the whole church family! We’ll need 
volunteers for all types of games, activities, events, and contests


The 2016 Harvest Festival              
Giving Project will be         

for a 15 passenger             
Ford Transit Van!
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Harvest Festival Giving Project
This year’s Harvest Festival fundraiser will be put toward the purchase of a new (to us) 15 passenger van. 
We have located a few lightly used Ford Transits that would be great. Not only will this van provide more 
reliable transportation for mission trips, youth events, etc., but it will be much safer as the style of our 
current van is prone to rollovers. We hope to be able to buy a used van in great condition with a modest 
amount of miles for about $30,000. Clear Lake Classical has also committed to paying for half of the van 
in order to be able to use it for school activities. Therefore each gift at the Harvest Festival will essentially 
be doubled! Plan to join us Sunday, November 13th.


“How long will 
the LORD’s 

people need Him 
to be faithfully 
responsible for 

them?”

2016  Harvest Festival 

Harvest Festival Word Srmcebla (Scramble) 

1.  plepa eplpgnie tceotns:  _ _ _ _ _/_ _ _ _ _ _ _/_ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

2. epslgnli ebe:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ /_ _ _ 

3. mknpiup tganipin tceotns: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ /_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _/_ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

4. ksac ecasr: _ _ _ _ /_ _ _ _ _ 

5. utg fo rwa : _ _ _ /_ _ / _ _ _ 

6. mknpiup knuhcigc tceotns: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ / _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ / _ _ _ _ _ _ _


The activities you just unscrambled are just some of the things you and your whole family can enjoy 
during this years Harvest Festival! 


1.Apple Peeling Contest  2. Spelling Bee  3. Pumpkin Painting Contest  4. Sack Races  5. Tug of War  6. Pumpkin Chucking Contest 

This year we are partnering 
with Operation Christmas Child 
with the church-wide goal of 
packing 100 shoeboxes for 
kids across the globe. Bring 
your shoebox packed with 
school supplies, toys, hard 
candy, and hygiene items to 
the foyer by November 13 
during this year’s Harvest 
Festival. Shoeboxes are now 
available in the church foyer. 

Salvation Army Kettle 
Campaign begins November 11 
It is because of volunteers that 
the Salvation Army can continue 
to do what they do to help the 
people of North Iowa. The 
monies raised are used all year 
long to help families stay in their 
homes, keep their utilities on, and 
to help in many other ways. 


If you would like to support 
Salvation Army by ringing bells, 
call 641-424-4031 and ask for 
Mona.




Jeff Penning and his wife 
Sara have attended CLEFC 
for fourteen years. They have 
been married for eight years 
and have been blessed with 
three children (Abigail, Levi 
and Olivia). Jeff has served 
as an AWANA leader for 8 
years. He began teaching 
M idd le Schoo l Sunday 

School this fall. Jeff also serves in the Nursery and is 
on the Trustee Board. 


What is the greatest joy about being a part of 
Family Ministry? In AWANA, it’s matching the kid’s 
energy. For Sunday School, that God comes through 
every week with helping me with what to talk about. 
Being on the Trustee Board, it’s seeing that God has a 
plan for something as simple as a playground. In the 
nursery, I enjoy how much my kids love Mary Ann!


What is the reward in volunteering for these 
ministries? That someone would decide to follow 
Jesus.


Any final thoughts? There are a lot of people who 
work really hard in all the ministries at the church. 
Everybody has a story that could be the one someone 
else needs to hear. 


What is your favorite Bible verse? James 1:17,  
“Every good and perfect gift is from the Father of the 
heavenly lights above. But God never changes like the 
shadows for those lights. He is always the same.”

Eight Reasons for Everyday Gospel Thankfulness
By Pastor James
Thanksgiving is right around the corner. In many

ways, that means a big turkey dinner with mashed 
potatoes, yams, and green bean casserole. Then 
follows pumpkin pie, pecan pie, football, and a nap. 
Sprinkle in family and a few conversations about 
what you are thankful for and that wraps up, in 
most American’s minds, the quintessential idea of 
Thanksgiving. Get together, overeat, and then wake 
up at 4am to fight over limited merchandise during 
Black Friday sales. That may be a snapshot of 
many Thanksgiving gatherings; maybe yours. 

 
What I want to do is press you beyond much of the 
veneer that is reflected in today’s culture and the 
traditions that are embraced. I want to hold up for 
you a glorious and overwhelming portrait of grace 
for which we should be thankful not just one day a 
year; nor just superficially. As Christians our pardon 
has been secured, our sin has been atoned for, and 
our eternity has been unwaveringly and securely 
established through Jesus’ substitutionary death 
on our behalf. All of the promises of God find their 
ultimate fulfillment and “Yes” in Jesus (see 2 
Corinthians 1:20). There Paul continues, “That is 
why it is through him (Jesus) that we utter our 
Amen to God for his glory.” The gospel is the basis 
of it all. Every promise. Every word.


I want to walk through Psalm 138 with you. It’s 
eight verses long and there are at least eight things 
David says that should entice your thankful heart to 
sing. God has worked amazingly throughout 
redemptive history in general, and in your life, if you 
are a believer, specifically. The first thing we see in 
the first two verses of Psalm 138 is that David 
worships God “before the gods” and gives thanks 
to God’s name for His “steadfast love and 
faithfulness.” To be steadfast means to be 
unwaveringly devoted. Because Jesus was 
forsaken on the cross, God will never leave us nor 
forsake us. He is faithfully and energetically for us! 
The second aspect of God’s faithfulness, for which 
we must be thankful is also seen in verse two: “You 
have exalted above all things your name and your 
word.” This is such an easy thing to breeze past. 


The fact that God has revealed Himself to us is an 
incredible means of grace. Thirdly, David says, “On 
the day I called, you answered me” (v.3). We have a 
God who cares intimately about us. We aren’t left 
on our own. This is seen throughout the Bible. 
Fourth, David continues, “All the kings of the earth 
shall give you thanks, O Lord, for they have heard 
the words of your mouth” (v.4). It isn’t enough that 
God gives us His word, He allows us to hear, 
understand, comprehend, and obey it. It really is an 
amazing thing when you stop and think about it. 


Fifth, David says, “They shall sing of the ways of 
the Lord, for great is the glory of the Lord” (v.5). The 
glory of the Lord is a central theme of the Bible. All 
that God does is ultimately about His fame and 
glory. Here David reiterates that point by tying His 
ways to His glory! Sixth, David, a shepherd himself, 
very gently reminds us in verse six, “Though the 
Lord is high, he regards the lowly.” He identifies 
with the humble and gently engages them. This is 
not something we often see or experience in a 
culture of power and politics. The seventh thing 
David points out is that God fights for us. This is 
seen in both halves of verse seven. David writes, 
“Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve 
my life; you stretch out your hand against the wrath 
of my enemies, and your right hand delivers me.” 
Did you catch that? He preserves our lives in 
trouble and delivers our lives from the wrath of our 
enemies. What a vivid reminder of God’s Fatherly 
love and affection for His children! Lastly, David 
writes in verse eight, “The Lord will fulfill his 
purpose for me; your steadfast love, O Lord, 
endures forever.” In other words, God’s past 
faithfulness is an unalterable promise to us of His 
future faithfulness both now and forever! 


Again, we have much to be thankful for each and 
every day. All of those promises from Psalm 138, 
and every one throughout the Bible, are blood-
bought, gospel-laden promises. Rejoice. Be 
thankful. You have much to be thankful for today 
and every day. 

Dana Downs has 
attended CLEFC for 
two years! She and 
h e r h u s b a n d , 
Stephen, have been 
married for eight 
years and they have 
been blessed with 
two children (Zoey 
and Abigail). Dana 

has served in the nursery during AWANA, 
VBS, and for our Sunday worship service 
since she started coming to CLEFC!


What is the greatest joy about Serving in 
the Nursery? In the last few years my focus of 
volunteerism has been in the nursery with 
Abigail. Being nursery age I enjoy working with 
other children her age and introducing her and 
them God and the church.


What is your favorite Bible verse? 

Galatians 5:22-23, “But the Holy Spirit 
produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 
There is no law against these things.” 
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Volunteer Highlights 
Dana Downs and Jeff Penning 

“There are a lot of people who work really hard   
on all the ministries at the church. Everybody     

has a story that could be the one someone              
else needs to hear.”



A s I n h e r b o o k 
entitled, "Letters to 
a D i m i n i s h e d 
Church," Dorothy 
Sayers argues that 
t h e C h r i s t i a n 
d o g m a i s t h e 
d r a m a . I s i t 
p o s s i b l e t h a t 
d o g m a c a n b e 
dramatic?!? Just 

say that word out loud. Dogma. The word itself 
sounds boring and drawn out, doesn't it? But 
Sayers claimed that in fact the dogma is the 
drama. It is an interesting combination of words, 
but I think Sayers knew exactly what she was 
saying. The dogma - or doctrines/teachings/
creeds - of Christianity can become so 
commonplace that many are willing to cast them 
aside, treat as old, tired and therefore somehow 
uninteresting or unimportant. Some do this 
purposefully, and others do this because the 
world around them snags their attention and 
drowns the dogma out. Sadly, I'm guilty of both 
far too often.


When we hear someone talking about Christian 
dogma, we can be tempted to tune out or 
rationalize and say to ourselves, "I already know 
Jesus died for my sin, so is it really that important 
that I think through and try to understand the 
Trinity? Or the role of baptism, etc?" Sayers 
argues, and I agree, that the details are important, 
because when you confine them to the back room 
and treat them as uninteresting, the culture 
around you notices and either loses interest 
themselves, or simply edits them to their own 
liking (see our recent cultural degradation). "If 
Christians don't even seem to care about these 
things, why should we?" The reality is that the 
details of the Christian dogma are glorious, 
engaging, astounding and, yes, dramatic.


We have been seeing some of this drama in our 
recent study of the book of Mark in Sunday 
School. Now I'm a Cubs fan, which means that 
I've been watching some postseason baseball 
games lately, and they have been dramatic (late 
inning grand slams, 9th inning come-from-behind


victories, and so on). These have been great and 
dramatic moments. But I am a fool to think that a 

late inning comeback by the Cubs is a more 
exciting, more inspiring, more dramatic moment 
than any of the following moments:


	 	 -A man who created the universe with his 
	 	 breath, stands in front of some Old 		 	
	 	 Testament "experts" who tell him that he's 
	 	 "not allowed" to heal a man's withered 	
	 	 hand because it's Saturday. Incredible. 	
	 	 (Mark 3:1-6)

	 	 -A carpenter (who can read minds) claims 
	 	 to be Almighty God by telling a paralyzed 	
	 	 man his sins are forgiven. (Mark 2: 1-12)

	 	 -Jesus resists temptation in the wilderness 
	 	 for 40 days surrounded by wild animals, 	
	 	 suggesting that He is a new and better 	
	 	 Noah, and a new and better Adam.      	
	 	 (Mark 1:12-13)


These are truly heart-pounding moments, but 
their primary drama is wrapped up in the 
dogmatic details that Jesus is God the Father's 
Son, "conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary..." etc. We should be a people that 
regularly seeks out and marvels at the details/
dogma of God's story. Does this mean that we are 
to close ourselves up in a room and study all day? 
Absolutely not. But if you read an important 
headline, you tend to read the details of the story, 
right? And when you read or hear an amazing 
story, you share it, right? 

When the Cubs beat the Giants by scoring 4 runs 
in the 9th inning, just about every Cubs fan with a 
smartphone was celebrating by sharing the 
details on Facebook.  How much more should we 
want to share about our God, including the 
amazing details about who He is and the things 
that He has done. 


The next time you're tempted to tune out from the 
glorious details of the Christian dogma, take a 
second look at what you're looking away from; it’s 
part of the most amazing, interesting and 
dramatic thing in history.


Elder Notes by Cory Gerdts: The Dogma is the Drama 
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Seasons of Worship by Deb Jordan 
We are called to 
worship continually. 
Worship is more 
than song time at 
c h u r c h . I t i s 
extravagant respect 
to the God whom 
we owe everything 
to. I don’t want this 
article to be about 
what we do for 

God, but about our 
lives as an offering to Him.


There are seasons of life. Seasons that give us 
freedom and seasons that are more restrictive. 
I’ve listened to many young moms frustrated 
over the lack of time or energy to read their Bible 
or to help out at church. I remember being in 
that season and struggling with those same 
issues.  God still met me during that time. In 
whatever time I carved out, He was there. There 
are also people whose health issues have taken 
them out of many different activities they used 
to be involved in. I am now in that season. I 
thought I’d have a few more years before that 
one.


It has been almost seven years since my chronic 
migraines started. So many people have chronic 
illness that I don’t want to make mine of higher 
importance, it is just what I am going through. 
Many people go through far worse than me. 
When my chronic illness started, I looked for the 
cure. I was sure that I would kick this. One friend 
from church asked, “And what if God doesn’t 
take this away?” Wow! That was a game 
changer for me. It really impacted my heart. 
Instead of being focused on the cure, I started 
looking for contentment. I still want to find ways 
to help my illness, but it isn’t my heart focus 
anymore. God has continually shown himself 
faithful to me. Dan has shared how God showed 
him that he needed to be thankful in all things.  
In all things.


Why bring up my chronic migraines in an article 
about worship? Because this has been my 
journey. I grew up in more of a works-oriented 

faith environment but in the past seven years I 
have had to back out of a lot of things. How can 
I still give God that continual worship? I love the 
fact that God does not expect the same from all 
of us. He allows us to work in our strengths and 
weaknesses. He gives us each opportunities.


Last fall we sent our last child to college. I sat in 
our home and asked God what was next. What 
does this next season look like for me? I have to 
say that it hasn’t looked like what I thought it 
would. I’m a pastor’s wife. I had thoughts of 
being able to be involved in all kinds of ministry. 
But God had different plans. 


Earlier this year, Nikki Faust and I talked about 
how God had worked in both of our lives that we 
not waste what we were going through. Through 
our personal illnesses God has opened doors to 
talk to people and share what God was doing in 
our lives. Rather than focus on the illness, we 
are choosing to focus on God. With the blessing 
of our church elders, we started a Chronic 
Illness Support Group this October. Our vision 
statement for the group is,” Overcoming the 
emotional strain of chronic illness by equipping, 
restoring and nurturing each other through faith 
in Christ.” We are excited to have others from 
the church and the community join us on this 
journey.


Worship is an expression. In order for me to 
worship God, I must seek after Him. He has 
shown me over and over again where He wants 
me and how He can use me. I am so thankful 
that it is not up to me.


For more information about the Chronic Illness 
Support Group please contact Nicki Faust and 
Deb Jordan at cisgclearlake@gmail.com or find 
us on Facebook at Chronic Illness Support 
Group of Clear Lake.
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“God allows us to work in our 
strength and weaknesses. He 
gives us each opportunities.”


