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CLEFC

2016 VBS is in the books; Thank you!

The CLEFC mission, vision and values 
summary was distributed in a June 
bulletin for everyone’s awareness and 
for church ministry guidance. Summary 
copies and the full vision guide are 
available at the foyer Connection 
Center. This vision builds on the clarity 
process that established our mission to 
make disciples by Shar ing Li fe 
Transformed by Christ’s Love. 


Given the contextual needs of Clear 
Lake and the surrounding area: Hidden 
Brokenness, Apathetic Faith, and 
Demographic Polarization, our vision is 
that through the ministries of Clear Lake 
Evangelical Free Church, we will live on 
mission with the gospel to transform 
lives in our church, hundreds in our 
community, and thousands among the 

nations by 2020. Our four values of 
Gospel, Worship, Community and 
Mission are also the methods to 
accomplish this inspiring vision. 


CLEFC has a long history of supporting 
missions prayerfully, financially, and 
personally. Nearly one third of our 
missionaries are from this church. While 
nearly 25 percent of our church giving 
is for missions, we also discovered that 
mission trips motivate people to get 
equipped to serve Jesus with believers 
to people far from God. 


Thank you for your prayers and the many ways you supported this year’s VBS! 

The Mission Field Among Us 
Mission North Iowa Is Right Here Find out about his 

favorite book and how 

it relates to discipleship 

Elder Notes 
Chris Callaway

>> see p.3

July at a Glance
WEEKLY SPECIAL EVENTS BOARD MEETINGS

9:30am: Sunday Worship 7/4: Offices Closed


 

7/11: 6:45pm Missions

11:00am: Sunday School Sabbatical 7/24: 11:00am All Church Brunch 7/12: 10:15am Deacon Care

6:00pm: Sundays, High School 7/24: 12:15pm Quarterly Bus. Mtg. 7/18: 6:30pm Elder Board

6:30pm: Thursdays, Middle School

>> remainder of story on p.2

Happy 4th! 
We hope you 

and your family 
have a fun and 

safe 4th!

Find out what led Drew 
to CLEFC and how his 
passion for Worship 
ministry began. 

Worship 
Drew Nelson

>> see p.4

Be sure to check 
out our website to 

stay up to date:


clearlakefree.org
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A quick reminder…
1. Where is the birthday list? We will no longer be putting the birthday list in the 

Newsletter. If you would like a birthday list, please stop by the office. We will 
have plenty printed.

2. The Nursery Schedule will be emailed out to those serving. If you would like to 
volunteer, stop in to the nursery and find out how.

3. Why the change? The goal is to get away from advertising the same information 
we put in the bulletin, make it more relational, and highlight our Values.

4. Printed copies of The Newsletter are available in the foyer.

http://clearlakefree.org
http://clearlakefree.org
http://clearlakefree.org
http://clearlakefree.org


So, we desire, both individually 
a n d c o r p o r a t e l y , t o b e 
committed to people far from 
God, both in our circle of 
influence as well as those 
around the world by being 
actively involved in service, 
mercy, compassion, evangelism, 
and mission for the sake of the 
gospel.  


These are the motivating factors 
for Mission North Iowa. It 
provides a local “mission trip” 
that equips believers to serve 
together in prayerful, personal 
engagement with people far 
from God for Jesus to transform 
their lives. It is a new endeavor 
and continues to develop. You 
will see and hear more about it 
soon and you will be invited to 
par t ic ipa te in the August 
opportunity. 


To learn more about the CLEFC 
mission, vision, and values, pick 
up a Vision Guide in the foyer or 
talk with a pastor or an elder – 
Chris Callaway, Cory Gerdts, 
Kent Hall, Greg Nicholas, and 
Matt Sauer.


The Mission Field Among Us (cont.)

Thank you to the middle school youth group for 
grilling out at the station and providing us a meal 
during Police Week. The on duty staff thoroughly 
enjoyed the food and fellowship. I am just sorry I 
was not able to attend. We appreciate your 
generosity and service.  Best, Chief Pete Roth 

Dear CLEFC, We would like to express our 
gratefulness to you for your prayers and financial 

support that allows us to do ministry. The new ministry God has open to us has been challenging and 
rewarding. We know prayer is the key to life and to ministry and we are blessed for your faithfulness in 
praying for us. Thank you for your financial support that allows us to go and share His love and the saving 
power of Jesus Christ. You are a blessing! Randy and Linda Vaage


Dear Church Family, many thanks for the May Day balloon flower bouquet. Our Lord and Savior 
smiles His blessings upon those who express kindness and thoughtfulness to others; keep up the 
good work! Marian and Fred Clark 

Dear Friends and Family, thank you again for generously supplying children’s art and craft materials for 
our Family Camp in Egypt this summer. It’s so sweet to see how this body of Christ provides so 
abundantly when a need is expressed. Thank you for blessing us and the children in Egypt, for the sake of 
the Gospel! Thank you, too, for your prayers as we go. Darlis Anderson

A Word of Thanks…

Honoring the Clear Lake Police 
Department with a meal.
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I really try to impress upon our Nursery workers that working in the Nursery is a Ministry. Ministry may 
sound like a highfalutin word for what most people think of as “baby sitting,” but we are a Ministry. We 
are people who love Jesus, loving children who Jesus loves. Please talk to Mary Ann Butz about doing 
Ministry in the Nursery (641-583-1788).


The ministry of the Nursery has three prongs. First, it is a ministry to the children who have a safe place 
to stay and play during church time. Second, It is a ministry to the parents who can concentrate on the 
sermon, enjoy “life” with other adults, or take on a leadership role in another church department. Third, It 
is a ministry to the workers who come prepared to read stories, build towers, encourage imagination, 
distract, and redirect. They are puzzle masters and clean-up crews. They are cuddlers and gourmet chefs 
with crackers (and when the morning is over, I am quite sure they enjoy their Sunday afternoon naps).

Tales from The Nursery by Mary Ann Butz

Toilet Paper and Laundry Detergent Drive in July!
It is hard to believe that it is time to be thinking about children going back to school. During the month of 
July we are again asking for donations of toilet paper and laundry detergent. These items are given to 
families in need during school registration. Toilet paper and laundry detergent are very much appreciated 
and needed. Thank you for your help with this local mission project. 



Don’t forget about the Children’s Lesson 
during the worship service!

Projects and Plans Prayer Partnership      
by Pastor James
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Elder Notes by Chris Callaway

As our vision states, we want to 
see lives transformed in our 
church. Our aim in family 
ministry is to engage, equip, 
and encourage parents in the 
daily task of discipling their 
children toward a lifetime of 
following Jesus. There are 
thousands of ways that can 
happen for our families. One of 
the things that undergirds all of 
that is prayer. Perhaps you're 
single or have no children, an 
empty nester, grandparent, or 
even a great grandparent and 
feel like there isn’t a practical 
and tangible way for you to be 
involved on a weekly basis in 
the lives of our families. Let me 
assure you, there is. I would ask 
you to prayerfully consider 
spiritually adopting a young 
family in our church to pray for 
on a consistent and regular 
basis. I would love for every one 
of the families with children still 
at home to be adopted by 
someone else who will plead 
with God on their behalf. If this 
is of interest to you, please let 
Pastor James know and we will 
go from there. 

Transformation

One of my favorite books is 
Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand. 
The main character in this real 
life account is Louis Zamperini. 
The book tells the story of 
Louis’s l i fe growing up in 
Torrance, California, dodging 
police and getting into trouble. It 
c o n t i n u e s w i t h h i s 
accomplishments and fame as a 
high school and collegiate long 
distance running phenom. His 
time spent as a World War II 
Army Air Force Bombadier, 
Japanese prisoner of war and 
his post war life complete the 
tale. 


T h e r e w e r e s e v e r a l 
transformations in Louis’s life. 
One took Louis from drinking 
alcohol and smoking cigarettes 
to the fame and prestige of 
running in the 1936 Summer 
Olympics. Another change 
detailed Louis from a healthy 
and athletic soldier to a starving, 
beaten and nearly broken 
captive. As outrageous as this 
sounds, the most significant 
transformation was yet to come. 


Louis was rescued and returned 
home. He began picking up the 
pieces of his life and relying on 
his own strength to get through 
the days. In 1949, Louis was 

persuaded by his wife Cynthia to 
attend a Billy Graham crusade. 
he relented, hoping to save his 
failing marriage. On that night 
Louis prayed for forgiveness and 
asked Jesus to save him. 


For those that know the story, 
Louis dedicated the rest of his 
l i fe to serv ing Chr ist . He 
understood that winning races 
involved running strong for the 
full 5,000 meters and that 
following Jesus is a journey that 
does not end in the baptismal 
waters, but continues until a 
person draws his or her last 
breath. 


Knowing that following Jesus is 
worth any cost, worshiping God 
involves every aspect of life, 
needing to put others before 
oneself, and committing to 
those who do not know God is a 
transformation I desire for 
myself and others. What would it 
look like if everyone was trying 
and praying to live like this?


Our vision is that through the 
ministries of CLEFC, every 
disciple would be on mission 
with the gospel to transform our 
c h u rc h , h u n d re d s i n t h e 
community, and thousands in 
our world by 2020. 


By Pastor James
The past few weeks have been full of ministry 
happenings, summer programming, and a number 
of projects around the church. Spring is usually 
reserved for cleaning, but summer has proved to 
be the best time for tackling a few of the larger 
tasks we are working on around here. The first 
thing we are doing is reworking the downstairs 
room (formerly the Preschool room and currently 
the Heirborn Room). With the Base building in 
disrepair, we felt it best to move things back on site 
and improve the room downstairs to accommodate 
all student ministry programming. Fred Cobb, Allen 

Geilenfeld, Ray 
Faust, Mitchell 
Jordan, and Mark 
Peterson have 
already put in 
countless hours 
and the project is 
p r o g r e s s i n g 
nicely. The plan is 
to have it all done 
and ready for the 
launch of our fall 

programming September 18. One thing we are 
looking for is an official name for the room. This is 
where you can get involved. Throughout the month 
of July we are going to take name suggestions for 
the room. In August we’ll pick the most popular 
and then vote on the final name. If your suggestion 
wins, so do you! There’ll be a fabulous prize if your 
suggestion is picked, so email Pastor James today.


Another project we are undertaking is the creation 
of a Christian Education Resource Room. This will 
be a central location for supplies, resources, 
materials, tools, and an updated workspace for all 
of our teachers, volunteers, and shepherds. This 
will allow the centralization of many different areas 
of supplies while at the same time eliminating 
undue strain on Cindi’s workspace 


and office throughout the busy weeks of ministry. 

The updated room will be done soon, so stay 
tuned for the unveiling.


Don’t forget, we are doing a Children's Lesson the 
last 35 minutes of each worship service for ten 
weeks during the months of July, August, and 
September 4 for ages 4 through 5th grade. This will 
be a great opportunity to serve and we will have 
many individual slots to fill that won’t require 
people to commit for the entire summer! You can 
serve one week or all ten. Parents, we are asking 
that you volunteer at least once per month. This 
will be a great opportunity for discipleship with our 
kids. Sign up online or by emailing Pastor James


I also wanted to quickly recap our Family Ministry 
Serving Trip to Minneapolis on June 18. Twenty of 
us had lunch at Midtown Global Market before 
serving at Feed My Starving Children from 
2-6:30pm. We had a great time sharing life 
together, eating together, serving together, and 
spurring one another on towards love and good 
deeds. Our hope is to continue to provide 
opportunities to serve together as we seek to see 
lives transformed in our church, hundreds in our 
community, and thousands among the nations. 

“Worshiping God 
involves every aspect 

of  our lives.”



Alyssa Blake-Callaway and her husband, Chris, have been attending CLEFC for 
12 years. They have a 15 year old son, Lewis. Alyssa has spent the last 10 years 
serving CLEFC as a volunteer Sunday School Teacher. 


She says that getting to know the kids was her greatest joy as a Sunday School 
Teacher. She felt her faith grow as she prepared to teach and teaching the lessons 
each week.   


Alyssa wants to thank the parents who faithfully send their children to Sunday 
school. She also wants to thank those who pray for Sunday School Teachers. 
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Elaine Meyer and her husband, Stan, have been married for 39 years. They have 
3 married children and 4 grandchildren. Elaine has spent the last 35 years serving 
as a Sunday School teacher for CLEFC!


She remembers that sometimes when she was tired or had things going on it 
made it hard to prepare and teach. Often times that turned into a reward when 
one of the kids gave her a hug or said something about God that showed 
understanding beyond their years. “The faith of every child is very rewarding and 
they often taught me about the simple truth of God’s love being strong and great 
enough that he died for all sinners.” She adds “I had the joy of hearing that some 
students became believers.”


Elaine prays that we as a church body will continue to serve in all children’s ministries so they will learn to 
love and serve God and others. Children are the church (Matthew 19:14).

Nancy Paltzer and her husband, Bill, have attended CLEFC for 23 years. They 
have two married sons and a grandchild on the way! Nancy has been a Sunday 
School Teacher for 15 years.


Her greatest joy is seeing how these young children grow up in the Lord and live 
out what they have talked about on Sunday mornings.


Volunteering to teach 5th and 6th graders kept her challenged! They ask really 
profound, important questions when given the chance. They are open to the Lord 
and enthusiastic. “There were many adults who blessed my childhood. It’s been a 
privilege to teach the children of this church. They have been a blessing to me.
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Worship by Drew Nelson Volunteer Highlights and a way for you to serve in the Fall 
Alyssa Blake-Callaway, Elaine Meyer and Nancy Paltzer, who collectively have served as 
Sunday School Teachers for 60 year’s, taught their final class June 26.

There are a number of gaps in the full lineup as many faithful teachers and shepherds step out for 
refreshment and reconnect with their own Sunday School Classes. If you are interested and 
passionate about serving in this vital ministry, please contact Pastor James today. 

It has been great getting to know many of you over the last two years while 
my family has been attending CLEFC. At some point I will enjoy sharing 
about when I took my first steps with Jesus, but for now I thought I would 
share briefly about my path to being a worship leader.


As I look back, it’s still unexpected to me to find myself serving in this way.  

I never desired to be in front of people. Through the last decade God has 
given me a measure of peace with this. Praise God for His strength in my 
weakness.


My first experience in a music leadership role came by way of a small 
Church in Pella, IA. Jill and I were new to town in 2004 and had been visiting 

churches for several months before stepping through the doors of First Baptist. The Pastor there 
mentioned in a Sunday gathering that they were looking for a few musicians to help start up a 
“contemporary” second service. Jill had experience playing bass in a corporate setting and I had been 
plucking strings and howling for a few years at home. We felt the Spirit urging us and were united with 
the pastor, so we took the leap. I moved into this role by way of obedience and not necessarily 
passion, though I always had loved music, especially singing my heart to the Lord. I planned and led 
worship nearly every week for two years  He used this time to build my trust in Him and my skill in and 
love for playing music.  


In 2007, we felt the Spirit prompting us to attend an EFree Church in Pella, IA. We jumped into serving 
right away, but not in the area of music. I still was not comfortable singing into a microphone or 
hearing myself projected. I did enjoy serving in the AWANA ministry and other areas like building 
projects, clean-up, and stacking chairs! Jill and I started to sense that we should contribute to the 
music side of things. Some friends of ours encouraged us to “audition,” which we did and then began 
supporting worship teams and eventually planning services. God brought a couple (Jeff and Sharon 
Dahm) into our lives to mentor us. They invested in us for seven years! God faithfully built up our hearts 
and skill through consistent challenges. It is amazing how He shapes us in His perfect timing. One of 
the great truths that I came to appreciate over the seven years at Liberty EFree was the reality that 
God has made His home inside of us!


Also while in Pella, God had us support other ministries outside of Liberty EFree. Jill and I co-led 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes at Pella High School with two other couples for a few years. I would 
also periodically lead worship at another church in town called Federated Fellowship as well as at 
special events here and there. The gospel was always at the center of these things and it brought us 
great joy to serve!


In 2014, God brought us to Clear Lake by way of a job change. We attended church in the park for the 
summer and during the CLEFC service in the park we met several of you and felt God leading us to 
join in.  


Thanks for welcoming us in!


