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Children’s Christmas Program

Pastors are always looking for fresh ways to tell the Christmas story. Christmas 
comes each year and is the most sentimental of celebrations for many believers 
and non-believers. What makes Christmas “the most wonderful time of the year” 
to you? Some that come to my mind are:


Christ is Greater than Christmas 

Now we wait for 
final glory!

The Intricacies 
of Advent 
Pastor James

>> see p.6

December at a Glance
WEEKLY SPECIAL EVENTS BOARD MEETINGS

9:30am: Sunday Worship 12/10: 10:00am Children SS Rehearsal


 
12/6: 5:30pm Trustee

11:00am: Sunday School 12/11: 9:30am Children's SS Program 12/12: 5:30pm Admin.

6:00pm: Sundays, High School 12/15: 5:30pm Op. Village Pizza & Praise 12/12: 6:45pm Missions
6:30pm: Wednesdays, Middle School 12/24: 7:00pm Candlelight Service 12/13: 10:15am Deacon

12/25: 9:30am Christmas Worship 
Service

>> remainder of story on p.2

What’s inside 
Looking from 

the past 
towards the 

future!

Sharing Life 
Transformed by 
Christ’s Love. 

Year in Pictures 

>> see p.3

CHRISTMAS EVE 
SERVICE


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 
24 ,7:00PM


CHRISTMAS 
DAY SERVICE


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 
25, 9:30AM
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By Pastor Dan

Traditions	 

Music

Decorations 

Stories 

Family homecomings

Time off

Gatherings with friends and 
colleagues 


Food and treats

Relaxing  

Shopping

Giving and receiving gifts

Programs and concerts

Acts of generosity 

Snow (not too much and no 
ice)


The children have been rehearsing their parts in anticipation of presenting the 
wonderful story of Jesus' advent into the world to save sinners. This year the 
program,"The Birth of Jesus,” will take place during our morning worship 
service on Sunday, December 11 at 9:30am. 

Community Kitchen: 
It is our responsibility to serve at Community Kitchen in December. If 
you are willing to serve from 4:00-7:00pm on the following dates, please 
sign up on the Connection Card.

	 Monday, December 19

	 Monday, December 26 

	 Friday, December 30


http://clearlakefree.org
http://clearlakefree.org


All of these elements can be exciting and 
wonderful for everyone. Christmas music is one 
that we all recognize. Either we sing along or we 
get annoyed at the fact that it has been playing in 
stores since September.


Back in September, I was reading in Psalms and 
thinking about what Christmas focus to have for 
this year. As the songbook of Scripture, I searched 
for Christmas Psalms. I discovered Psalms quoted 
in the New Testament as fulfilled in Jesus. 
Hebrews 1 has an amazing medley exalting Jesus 
as greater than God’s prophets and angels. The 
music of Scripture provides us with a theology of 
who God is. 


The emphasis of Hebrews is that Jesus is better 
or greater and He deserves our faith and 
perseverance. So this year’s advent focus is Christ 
is Greater than Christmas, or Christ > Christmas. 
As great as Christmas experiences can be, Jesus 
is greater and better. We will see how He is better 
in each of this year’s weekly advent themes and 
Sermons.  


God’s Greatest Became the Least: Psalm 113


Our Greatest Need: Psalm 97


God’s Greatest Story: Hebrews 1:1-4


God’s Greatest Messenger: Hebrews 1:4-2:4


God’s Greatest Gift: Hebrews 2:5-13


God’s Greatest Help: Hebrews 2:14-18


We will still see Bethlehem, the stable, and the 
shepherds and angels but this is my fresh way of 
telling the same Christmas story this year. There is 
even a bonus because Christmas is on a Sunday 
this year and we can celebrate together that 
morning.


My hope is that this Christmas, and next 
Christmas, and each Christmas for the rest of your 
life, you will experience Christ > Christmas. 


Here is one of my favorite Christmas songs that 
speaks of Jesus’ greatness. 


This Kingdom 
Jesus, God’s righteousness revealed. 
The Son of Man, the Son of God; 
His kingdom comes. 
Jesus redemption's sacrifice; 
Now glorified, now justified, 
His kingdom comes!


Jesus, the expression of God's love. 
The grace of God, the Word of God, 
Revealed to us. 
Jesus, God's holiness displayed. 
Now glorified, now justified, 
His kingdom comes!


And this kingdom will know no end; 
And its glory shall know no bounds; 
For the majesty and power 
Of this kingdom's King has come. 
And this kingdom's reign, 
And this kingdom's rule, 
And this kingdom's power and authority, 
Jesus, God's righteousness revealed


Geoff Bullock

©1995 Geoff Bullock Music 

CCLI License # 155813

Christ is Greater Than Christmas (cont.)
Dear Evangelical Free Family,

	 Thank you so much for all your prayers, cards and words of encouragement. My treatments are done 
and I am able to resume normal activity. God is so good!

	 Love, Jill Miller
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Nursery: Cold and Flu Season

Thank You… 

It is helpful to our Nursery Children if all parents, grandparents, and visitors know that the Nursery has a 
Health Policy. This is the time of year when we need to be reminded to read the policy again. Please note 
that the policy does not say “don’t come to Church”; The Policy says to “keep your child with you.” We 
hope your children stay well so we can see you a lot this winter! Mary Ann Butz, Nursery Coordinator 

Please keep your baby or toddler with you any time he/she exhibits the following symptoms:

	 Fever, vomiting and/or diarrhea, symptoms of chicken pox, measles, mumps, whooping cough, 	 	
	 unexplained rash, skin infections, pink eye or other eye infections, head lice. If your child is being 	 	
	 treated with antibiotics, he/she should be on medication for 24 hours prior to returning to the nursery. 


Generous Living
Because of your generosity we were able to accomplish many things in this church this year!


63 Goats were purchased for Haiti

Many area families benefited by our toilet paper and laundry detergent drives.

101 boxes were filled with gifts for children with the Operation Christmas Child. Our boxes will be 
going to children in Mexico and Niger.

Over $12,000 has been raised towards the purchase of a 15 passenger van at the Harvest Festival

188 children and their families were able to enjoy King’s Kids

About 40 people at The Meadows retirement community and OakHaven Mobile Home Park were able 
to enjoy games, food, and fellowship with Mission North Iowa

Christmas in October brought in $136 per child for our missionary families ($1,224 raised).

87 Children were able to learn more about God’s love during the week of Vacation Bible School.


None of the above could have happened without the 
generous living from this church body. With that in mind, we 
still need strong giving for our 2016 general budget. 


For tax purposes, all financial gifts will have to be in by Friday, 
December 30.




The Intricacies of Advent
By Pastor James
Much of our time the past few weeks on Sunday 
mornings has revolved around the Psalms, the Old 
Testament songbook. There are other songs and 
hymns peppered throughout the Bible, but Psalms 
is the largest concentration of them. This time of 
year brings to the surface a number of songs and 
carols. Maybe as you’ve decorated the house as a 
family, you’ve had some of your favorite Christmas 
music going. Maybe you’re one of those people 
who the minute you close the door to the last child 
ringing the doorbell for Halloween candy presses 
play on your Christmas playlist. Many Christmas 
songs bring us back to our childhood, or 
Grandma’s house, or to a particular memory of a 
Christmas long gone.


As Christmas nears, I want to do a couple things. 
First, I want to tether your heart, your hope, and 
your affections to something more than “chestnuts 
roasting on an open fire.” I want the joy you have to 
be deeper and more substantial than what Bing 
Crosby declares in Winter Wonderland: “A beautiful 
sight, we're happy tonight; walking in a winter 
wonderland.” That sounds chilly and maybe a bit 
fun, so long as you had warm socks and some hot 
chocolate. But more than simply smiling at snow-
covered landscapes, as beautiful as they may be, I 
want the foundation of your heart, life, joy, smiles, 
emotions, parenting, spending, and every breath 
you inhale to be the glorious gospel.


A familiar Christmas text is Isaiah 7:14. Perhaps 
you know this text and have heard it a thousand 
times. Lean in again. Don’t miss the profound 
because of what may have become familiar. Isaiah 
writes, “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a 
sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” Immanuel! 
That literally means, “God with us!” God with us!


Jesus came and took on flesh and dwelt among us, 
"And we have seen his glory, glory as of the only 
Son from the Father, full of grace and truth"  (John 
1:14). The reason that is important is seen in 
Hebrews 2:14, "Since therefore the children share 
in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of 
the same things, that through death he might 


destroy the one who has the power of death, that 
is, the devil, and deliver all those who through fear 
of death were subject to lifelong slavery.” Armitage 
Robinson writes about Jesus, “Christ in his death 
was slain, but the slain was a slayer, too.” In his 
death, Jesus destroys the one who has the power 
of death. The shackles of fear have been unlocked. 
The enemy has been disarmed. Now we wait for 
final glory! As we wait, we also sing. The words of 
“O Come Immanuel” are very fitting:


 


O come, O come, Immanuel 
And ransom captive Israel 

That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel 

As we wait, I also want to make sure you have 
quality resources at your disposal! On our website 
is a section devoted to daily Advent readings to 
enliven your heart and refocus your hope. Be sure 
to spend some time there: clearlakefree.org/advent. 
Each day of Advent we want you to reflect upon 
the beauty of the gospel. Look at its intricacies. 
Marvel at its depth. Weep at its complexities. 
Worship at its scope. Again, Jesus entered human 
history, lived sinlessly, died shamefully, rose 
victoriously, and now reigns supremely at the right 
hand of God the Father. That is glorious news. 
Such that we must sing!


Every detail of your life should be impacted by the 
gospel. That means that every detail of your life, 
however seemingly insignificant, matters to God. 
As you reflect on Advent this season, there may be 
times of exuberant joy; there may be times of 
discouraging sorrow. In each of those moments, 
see God's incredible love for you. Again, that's at 
the heart of Advent: Immanuel, God with us.p.6

Vacation Bible School 

King’s Kids

Men’s Fishing Trip

Fall Retiree Luncheon

10 Believer Baptisms

101 gifted boxes for OCC

Harvest Festival

p.3

Night of WorshipMiddle School Lock In

  Family Serving Trip

Chicago Mission Trip

Mission North Iowa

63 Goats for Haiti

A Year in Pictures 



Brian Jordan and his wife 
Karen have attended CLEFC 
for eight years. They have 
been married for ten years 
and have been blessed with 
three children (Zeke, Toby, 
and Elsie). Brian serves as a 
game leader for AWANA with 
Tim Fyfe, in the nursery, as 
an usher, and as a co-LiNC 

group leader/host with Eric Hythecker. Brian has also 
had the opportunity to represent our church on 
mission trips to Egypt, Jordan, and also as part of 
Mission North Iowa.


What do you look forward to in your term as 
Elder? I look forward to learning and serving 
alongside a group of guys that I admire a great deal.


How do you feel your strengths will enhance the 
team of Elders? I’ve been accused in the past of 
being too self-deprecating, so this question does not 
suit me well. I honestly have no idea, but I do know 
that when I have stepped out in faith in the past, God 
has always proven Himself faithful. I accepted the 
nomination not for anything that I can bring to the 
table, but fully bank on God using me. 


What are your fears about stepping in as an Elder? 
One concern I have is that the time commitment will 
be too demanding on my family. Another concern is 
being completely inadequate for the task. 


Any Final Thoughts? My prayer would be that God 
would use me to encourage and enhance the body of 
Christ at CLEFC, and that my faith would increase 
through this opportunity to learn and grow. 

6 years is a short time 
a n d a l o n g t i m e 
s imul taneous ly. We 
wanted to take a few 
short lines to honor 
Chris Callaway and 
thank him for six years 
of faithful service on the 
Elder Board. There are 

many things that could be said of Chris:


First of all, he would probably not have approved 
the writing of this article (if we had let him know it 
was happening)! He serves faithfully but humbly, 
not wanting or needing recognition, apart from 
that which he will receive from His Heavenly 
Father.


Who was it that said that cleanliness is next to 
godliness? It could have easily been Chris. Many 
of you know that Chris likes to keep things in 
their correct place. This is true, not just of germs 
and garage tools, but of important discussions, 
agenda items, and priorities. Chris’ orderliness 
has served the Board and the church well during 
his tenure.


Chris has served as the Board co-chair for the 
last two years. He is responsible, reliable, and 
dedicated to God, His Word, and His people. He 
has led well and with joy in the mundane tasks 
(cleaning closets, and washing tables) and in the 
weighty ones (hiring new staff). He has spent 
many hours meeting with people, hearing their 
joys and their frustrations, offering kindness and 
understanding while always relying on Scripture 
and prayer for wisdom. On top of all of this, he 
has continued his ministry to our youth by 
engaging a class full of students during Sunday 
school.


Even with the daily challenges from work and 
from his service at CLEFC, Chris remains 
devoted to his family at home, Alyssa and Lewis,  
as well as his widowed mother and mother-in-
law. Chris and Alyssa are a true, gospel-on-
display team.


These are just a few of the ways in which he has 
served the Lord and His people during his two 
terms as Elder. Surely many of you can recount a 
number of others. As any elder, present or 
former, will probably tell you, serving in this 
capacity is equal parts challenging, motivating, 
enlightening, draining and rewarding. On behalf 
of CLEFC and the Elder Board: Thank you Chris, 
for stepping up to the task and serving us well!


With thankful hearts,


Cory Gerdts and Doug Harrenstein


Bill Paltzer and his 
wife of 37 years, 
Nancy have two 
adult sons and have 
attended CLEFC for 
23 years. Bill has 
served on the Elder 
Board, Miss ions 
Board, Teaching 
Sunday School, and 

is a LiNC leader.


What do you look forward to in your term 
as Elder? Hearing peoples’ testimonies and 
seeing God working in our church body. 


How do you feel your strengths will 
enhance the team of Elders? I’m not sure. I 
felt convicted that I should help in whatever 
ways God directs me to while on the Elder 
Board. 


What are your fears about stepping in as an 
Elder? Needing to confront people. It’s 
definitely not in my comfort zone. The hours 
involved, as I’m not getting any younger. 


What brings you back into the Elder 
Leadership? I feel that Christians are on the 
cusp of God bringing in a new revival in our 
country, if we listen to, and follow God’s lead. 
We also could fail miserably, if we continue to 
look at church as an institution and use a 
business model to run things. From a practical 
point of view, I have cut back on my working 
hours so I can make it to meetings in the 
evenings now. 


Any Final Thoughts? Please pray for me for 
wisdom, stamina and a servant's heart.  I did 
not find it easy or comfortable to be an elder 
before.  I do not feel like it is something I can 
do easily now.  I felt convicted to help in any 
way that I can. Please pray that I can follow 
the Holy Spirit's guidance in the coming years. 

Elder Notes Part One: Looking from the Past 
By Cory Gerdts and Doug Harrenstein
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Elder Notes Part Two: Looking toward the Future 
Bill Paltzer and Brian Jordan 
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“Serving in this capacity is 
equal parts challenging, 
motivating, enlightening, 
draining, and rewarding.”

“The saying is trustworthy: If anyone 
aspires to the office of overseer, he desires 

a noble task,” 1 Timothy 3:1


