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Share the Gospel!

The past several weeks we have seen 
from the book of Acts that God utilizes 
Spirit-Filled Witnesses to spread His 
gospel. Each conversion is miraculous 
and filled with His amazing grace. 
Though many do not feel confident 
talking about the Bible, each believer is 
able to at least share his or her own faith 
story as the Spirit gives opportunity. 


Deb and I were at my niece’s wedding 
reception recently and in the course of a 
conversation, a long-time friend of my 
parents told me about her church 
activities. I did not know her well so I 
asked what her faith story was. As she 
told me her journey, I was amazed at 
God’s grace and timing throughout her 
life. All I did was ask questions and 
enjoy a terrific story. I could see that her 
own soul was encouraged as she 
remembered and recounted how God 
found her, brought her to faith in Him, 

and continued to patiently grow her in 
His way. She is grateful to now help 
other women and young ladies know 
Jesus. In the end, she tearfully thanked 
me for just listening. I hadn’t planned to 

have that type of conversation at the 
reception, but the Lord knew we both 
needed it.


I also enjoy hearing how the Spirit 
prompts you to engage someone in 
need or in conversation to witness for 
Jesus.

You never know how a chance meeting or setting could change a life.
Find out about some 
important policy 
changes regarding 
Family Ministry.

Policies 
Pastor James

>> see p.3

August at a Glance
WEEKLY SPECIAL EVENTS BOARD MEETINGS

9:30am: Sunday Worship 8/1: 4:00pm Community Kitchen
 8/8: 5:30pm Admin. Board

11:00am: Sunday School Sabbatical 8/5: 4:00pm Community Kitchen 8/8: 6:30pm Elder Board

6:30pm: Thursdays, Middle School 8/7: 3:00pm Apple Valley Services 8/8: 6:45pm Missions Board

8/7: 4:00pm Oakwood Services 8/9: 10:15am Deacon Care

8/8: 4:00pm Community Kitchen 8/22: 6:30pm Elder Board

8/12: 4:00pm Community Kitchen >>Share the Gospel continued on p.2

Summer Fun! 
We hope you 

and your family 
are enjoying 

your summer!

What does “extravagant 
worship” mean and how 
do you apply it to your 
life?

Worship 
Deb Jordan

>> see p.4

Be sure to check 
out our website to 

stay up to date:


clearlakefree.org


p.8

1310 Highway 18 West
Clear Lake, Iowa  50428

clearlakefree.org 

Return Service Requested

We exist to make disciples by 
“Sharing Life Transformed by Christ’s Love”

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Clear Lake Iowa 
Permit No. 88

Clear Lake Evangelical 
Free Church

Coming up…

Tuesday Morning Ladies Bible Study will begin on September 13 
at 8:30am. The study will be Daniel: Lives of Integrity, Words of Prophecy by 
Beth Moore. Daniel faced unbelievable pressure to compromise his 
faith, to live in a hostile culture, and to confront temptations and 
threats. Today, believers in Jesus Christ face many of the same trials. 
Books are $16. Please mark the back of the Connection Card in 
Sunday’s bulletin if you will be  involved in this study.

By Pastor Dan

Each believer is able to share 
his or her own faith story.

http://clearlakefree.org
http://clearlakefree.org
http://clearlakefree.org
http://clearlakefree.org


The “two years and repeat” curriculum used in the Nursery comes from Gospel Light. There are 
sections on Policies and Procedures, Health and Safety Guidelines, Nursery Clip Art, Monthly Lesson 
Plans, and hundreds of Activity Ideas. I especially like the reproducible “parent’s Home Page.” Each 
month parents will find a copy squeezed into their church mailbox. A crayon drawing sets it apart from 
all the other mail they receive. It gives parents simple ideas of how to interact with their child through: 
finger-plays, songs, activity ideas, and parenting tips. This also reinforces the Bible Story Lesson taught 
each Sunday. I want to share with you some of the quotes included in the Home Page. 


“God sends children for another purpose than merely to keep up the race, to enlarge our hearts and to 
make us unselfish.” Mary Howitt


“Little children know how to make us laugh, even when we probably shouldn’t!”


“We are apt to forget that children watch examples better than they listen to preaching.” Roy L. Smith


“You can learn many things from children; how much patience you have, for instance.” Franklin P. Jones


The Nursery awaits your kind and playful spirit. We are in need of adults who can serve in the 
Nursery during the 9:30am Worship Service and 11:00am Sunday School hour. Please contact Mary 
Ann Butz at 641-583-1788 with your questions. 


A lady in our church told me of 
the following story and I asked 
her to write it out so I could 
share it with you. She was glad 
to do so and to have it for her 
own faith journal.


The Setting 
I got a perm at Walmart in 
Mason City and didn’t have 
them dry or style it, I just left it 
wet to finish it myself at home. I 
decided I’d better use the 
restroom before driving back to 
Clear Lake. 


The Incident 
When I entered the bathroom, I 
could see a young woman 
“climbing the walls,” standing on 
her tip toes and pressed up 
against the wall, gasping for 
breath. There was a Walmart 
employee facing her and holding 
her hands, sternly saying, 
“Breathe, breathe.” It was having 
no effect. I went on into the stall 
and came out and washed my 
hands. By this time, the helper 
was saying, “Ok, give me your 
phone, I’ll try to call your mother 
to come and get you.”


I went over to the girl and asked 
her if she was having a panic 
attack. She gaspingly answered, 
“Yes, I have anxiety attacks.” 


I asked her if I could pray for her 
and she said yes. So I put my 
arm around her, and began to 
pray. All the rest of the activity in 
the room, people coming and 
going just faded away. When I 
began the prayer, I realized I had 
not asked for her name, so I just 
said “this lovely young woman” 
when I asked God to calm her 
and help her to feel like she 
could breathe. She seemed to 
become calm and I continued to 
pray that she would trust in God 
and res t i n God . I don ’ t 
remember everything I said, but I 
closed by saying “and for the 
future, I pray that she will be 
strong and will depend on You.”  
When I said “in Jesus’ name,” I 
felt a sensation on my lips like a 
power vibration. I remember 
thinking, “Whoa, that’s never 
happened before.”


When I stepped back from her, 
she leaped at me and flung her 
arms around me and said, 
“Thank you, thank you. That 
means more than I can say.” I 
hugged her back, and we were 
smiling at each other. It was 
such a powerful feeling of love 
and joy surrounding us both.  
Her panic was gone. 


I walked out to my car and felt 
like I was glowing. I was still 
smiling when I got inside the car.  
God is so good. I’m sure not 
every person we encounter in 
the name of Jesus will be so 
receptive, but this was a special 
time. I remember thinking that it 
was not a very glamorous setting 
to have a Christian encounter, 
but God can work anywhere, 
even through a wet-head lady in 
the Walmart bathroom. 


Later 
Later I thought, why didn’t I sit 
down with her and get her name 
and find out what her situation 
was. I was so glad Pastor Dan 
had told his story of being young 
and someone asking him if he 
was a Christian and later Pastor 
Dan felt like he wished he had 
done more. It was good to know 
that others sometimes feel 
inadequate to the task. I finally 
decided I couldn’t change the 
past, so I would put her in God’s 
hands. I still pray for her when 
the Holy Spirit prompts me to.


So what has your experience 
been? Keep praying to be filled 
with His Spirit and see how He 
includes you in spreading His 
story of glory. 

Share the Gospel (continued) Five Fun Facts about Sandi Froiland
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Tales from The Nursery by Mary Ann Butz

“…it was not a very glamorous setting to have a Christian 
encounter, but God can work anywhere”

How long have you attended CLEFC? My husband, Rich, and I have 
been attending since 1994.

What is your favorite Bible verse? I have a couple favorite verses. First 
is John 3:16 because it is the foundation of my faith. Second is Proverbs 
3:5 because looking back over my life, it reminds me that God is always 
in control.

What is your favorite pastime or hobby? My favorite hobby is crafting.

What is the best advise you have ever been given? To always forgive.

What is your favorite thing to do in North Iowa? My favorite thing to do is taking a drive around 
Clear Lake with my husband.



Having recently spent the past 
couple weeks walking through 
much of Acts 9, there are a 
number of things from the text 
that are at the forefront of my 
mind. Most have to do with 
God’s rescuing of Saul from the 
trajectory of his life running away 
from God. Again, Acts 9:17-18, 
“So Ananias departed and 
entered the house. And laying 
his hands on him he said, 
‘Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus 
who appeared to you on the 
road by which you came has 
sent me so that you may regain 
your sight and be filled with the 
Holy Spirit.’ And immediately 
something like scales fell from 
his eyes, and he regained his 
sight.” 


As I plan to leave July 31 
through August 6 with our team 
heading to Chicago, there are a 
number of aspects of Ananias’ 
reluctantly obedient response to 
Jesus’ demands that have direct 
implications for our lives around 
people who are far from God. 
First of all, verse 17 tells us he 
laid his hands on Saul. Jesus 
could have healed him with a 
simple word. He could have had 
Ananias simply pronounce a 
word over Saul as well. But 
Jesus doesn’t. He commands 
and expects Ananias to lay his 


hands on him “so that he may 
regain his sight” (9:13). 


The implications of this are 
profound, intimate, and urgent. 
It’s easy to write a check, donate 
used clothing items or new toys 
at Christmas time, or even 
package or serve meals to 
someone in need. It is a very 
different thing to enter someone 

else’s l i fe, relationally and 
intimately, and physically meet 
needs for the sake of the gospel. 
The God-ordained design is that 
you play an integral part in 
bringing the gospel to bear on 
the lives of others.


One question of application I 
had as we concluded Acts 
9:1-22 was, “How eager are you 
to pursue the broken, lost, sinful, 
and dangerous?” Saul was all of 
these things and more. He was 
not safe. Yet, he was chosen by 
God for salvation. As was 

Ananias, to be an agent of the 
gospel in Saul’s life. 


This is where the discussion on 
A c t s 9 : 2 3 - 3 1 e n t e r s t h e 
conversation as well. As we saw 
in the text, private prayer 
undergirds public proclamation! 
Paul recounts in Colossians 
4:3-4, “Pray also for us, that God 
may open to us a door for the 
word, to declare the mystery of 
Christ, on account of which I am 
in prison, that I may make it 
clear, which is how I ought to 
speak.” 


Bringing the gospel to bear on 
the lives of others is not always 
an easy task. It is not always 
convenient either. Moreover, it is 
not always a safe assignment. 
But the Bible never promises 
ease, convenience, or safety in 
our pursuit of obedience and 
faithfulness. The war is won. The 
victory is secure. Jesus is seated 
at the right hand of God. The 
Holy Spirit indwells us. The 
church will never fail. Satan is a 
defeated foe! We must labor with 
those things in mind. The eternal 
state of those around us are at 
stake. Let’s labor faithfully and 
obediently, trusting the results to 
God, willing to enter into the 
lives of others, regardless of how 
uncomfortable or unsafe it may 
be. God is sovereign.


The Cost of Obedience Story behind the Hymn
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By Pastor James
Rock of Ages

“It is a very different thing 
to enter someone else’s life, 
relationally and intimately, 
and physically meet needs 
for the sake of the gospel.” 

At the Quarterly Business 
Meeting in July I shared that I 
had recently revised and 
updated the church’s Child 
S a f e t y P o l i c i e s a n d 
Procedures . C lear Lake 
Evangelical Free Church’s 
g o a l i s t o p r o v i d e a n 
emotionally and physically 
safe and healthy environment 
in which children can learn 
about God and in which they 
can begin to experience 
Christian community. It is our 
deepest desire to protect the 
children, protect the adults, 
protect the church, and do 
everything we possibly can to 
prevent child abuse from 
happening in our church 
ministry. To provide a safe 
environment, our Policies and 
Procedures will encompass 
the following four areas: 
S c r e e n i n g , T r a i n i n g , 
Supervision, and Reporting.


With the Policy and Procedure 
u p d a t e , w e h a v e a l s o 
streamlined and standardized 
all of the various forms used 
at the church, to include: 
Volunteer Applications, Abuse 
Report ing, Accident and 

Incident, Event Registration, 
Release and Authorization, 
and Background Check 
Authorizations. All of these 
will go into effect with the fall 
launch on September 7. I 
have also created a Family 
Ministry Shepherd Guide for 
those serving in various 
capacities with an updated 
Ph i losophy, Vis ion , and 
Covenant. Moving forward, I 
would also like to have all of 
o u r l e a d e r s s e r v i n g 
throughout Family Ministry 
trained in AED, First Aid, and 
B l o o d - b o r n e P a t h o g e n 
response. The dates for these 
trainings will be published 
soon.


I wanted to make sure this 
i n f o r m a t i o n w a s m a d e 
available to you for a couple 
reasons. First of all, in an 
ever-changing culture, we 
need to remain vigilant in 
protect ing our ch i ldren. 
S e c o n d , a s p a re n t s o r 
grandparents, I want you to 
rest assured that we take the 
protection of your children 
very seriously. Lastly, I want 
those volunteering to know 
that they will be thoroughly 
equipped and trained to 
handle things as they arise so 
that they can shepherd and 
steward the church’s most 
v a l u a b l e a n d p r e c i o u s 
resources, our children! If you 
are interested in looking over 
any of these documents, 
please contact Pastor James.

Revised Policies and Procedures

Augustus Toplady was born in 
England in 1740. His father died 
soon after his son’s birth. Toplady 
had an interest in religion during 
his younger years. In his fifteenth 
year, while attending a Methodist 
revival in an Irish barn, he felt 
“brought nigh to God.” It was at 
this point that he determined to 
go into  ministry. Toplady died in 
1778 (aged 38) from tuberculosis. 
He never married, his life and 
ministry were short.

Toplady wrote a number of hymns 
in his life, but “Rock of Ages” is by 
far his most famous. When Louis 
Benson, a leading authority in 
hymnology, wrote about it in 
1923, he claimed it “is today in 
more church hymnals than is any 
other English hymn.” As for the 
hymn, the first stanza appeared in 
public in 1775 in a periodical 
called The Gospel Magazine. The 
full version of the hymn was 
printed the following year in 
Toplady’s book Psalms and 
Hymns for Public and Private 
Worship.

There is a common story of the 
hymn being inspired by (and even 
written from within) a rock cleft 
that Toplady once took refuge in 
during a storm. For generations it 
has remained a solid testimony to 
the powerful sacrifice of our 
S a v i o r a n d a g r e a t 
encouragement to saints around 
the world.

Hymn Stories by Tim Challies

http://archive.org/details/psalmsandhymnsf00toplgoog
http://archive.org/details/psalmsandhymnsf00toplgoog


Lonnie Gabrielson has attended CLEFC for 50 years! He and his wife Karen 
have been married for 11 years and they have been blessed to inherit three 
children as well as adopt three more into their our family. Lonnie has been a 
Middle School sponsor for over 15 years.


What is the greatest joy about being a part of the Middle School Ministry? I 
enjoy getting to know our young people as they become a contributing part of 
our group as they grow in Him.


What is the reward of volunteering for this ministry? Being a sponsor at any 
level is a great way to be used by God to make an impact in the lives of our 
youth.


Any final thoughts? I would encourage people to pray for all our sponsors and leaders as well as our 
young people, who can be a shining light in our communities.


What is your favorite Bible verse? Isaiah 40:3, “But to those who hope in the Lord will renew their 
strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be 
faint.”
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Jeff Hansen has attended CLEFC for 37 years! He and his wife Sherry have been 
married for 25 years and have three adult children. Jeff and Sherry have been 
involved in the AWANA program, in various capacities, for 25 years. 


What is the greatest joy about being a part of the AWANA Program?  
Working with, and getting to know all of the kids. It is also great to see kids who 
have been a part of the program in the past continue to grow in their relationship 
with Christ as they grow up.


What is the reward in volunteering for this ministry? Seeing the kids learn 
God’s Word and the experience of kids accept Christ as their Savior.


Any final thoughts? I would encourage anyone to take the opportunity to get involved in the AWANA 
program. I would also ask that people would pray for the kids who come and the leaders who invest their 
time in this ministry.


What is your favorite Bible verse? Proverbs 9:10 is a favorite. “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of 
wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.”
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Volunteer Highlights and a Way for You to Serve in the Fall 
Fall is just around the corner and that means all the fall ministry programs will begin! 

All of our fall programming kicks off Wednesday, September 7 and Sunday, 
September 18. If you would like more information about how to become involved in 
the AWANA or Middle School and High School Ministries please contact Pastor 
James today. 

As I sit down to write this article, I have been pondering the idea of 
worship for the last few weeks. What is true worship? What does God 
want it to be in my life? I love showing God worship in song, but worship 
goes far beyond that. Over and over different scripture passages state the 
need to worship the Lord. Psalm 29:2, “Ascribe to the LORD the glory due 
his name; worship the LORD in the splendor of his  holiness.” Romans 
12:1-2, “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, 
to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God, this is 
your true and proper worship. Do not conform to the pattern of this world, 
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to 
test and approve what God’s will is, his good, pleasing and perfect will.


I find expression in these verses, like a worship song. I can walk away from them encouraged, but as I 
look at them, I want to know more. I truly want to worship. Over and over in scripture, both Old and 
New testaments, is the command to worship the Lord. Worship in song is only in a few of the verses.


In the search for what worship should like in the Christian’s life, we can start with the first questions.   
What is worship? Webster defines worship as “extravagant respect or admiration for, or devotion to, an 
object of esteem.” Extravagant respect; extravagant. I love that word. It is a rich word that means 
“more than necessary.” We usually use it when someone spends a lot of money on something they 
don’t need. It takes on a different meaning when it is added to worship.


Is my worship extravagant? Is it showing admiration that others might think is more than necessary? It 
is these thoughts I have been considering. Worship is going to look different for each of us. We are all  
distinctive, and I truly believe that because of those diversities, how we show our esteem is going to 
look differently, yet we are all commanded to worship.


I Chronicles 16:23-31, Sing to the LORD, all the earth; proclaim his salvation day after day. Declare his 
glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples. For great is the LORD and most 
worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all gods. For all the gods of the nations are idols, but the 
LORD made the heavens. Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and joy are in his dwelling 
place. Ascribe to the LORD, all you families of nations, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; bring an offering and come before him. Worship the 
LORD in the splendor of his holiness. Tremble before him, all the earth! The world is firmly established; 
it cannot be moved. Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let them say among the nations, 
“The LORD reigns!”

Extravagant Worship by Deb Jordan

“Worship is        
extravagant respect.”


