
Main Point from Sunday’s sermon                    
Jesus' choice to submit to the Father's will, 
expressed poignantly in His garden prayer, is the 
hinge upon which all of history swings. Now it's up 
to us to respond appropriately. Repent and believe! 

Main Passage: Colossians 1:9-14 

Other Passages Referenced in the Sermon: 
Focusing on Paul’s Call to Good Works 
(Not to be Confused with Earning Salvation) 

It’s God’s knowledge of us that makes it possible 
for us to know Him 

 

Colossians 1:9 - The Perpetual Prayer of Paul 
We see the heart of Paul for the believers in 
Colossae, maybe most notably in the consistency of 
his prayers… prayers that do not cease.  Is this at all 
a challenge for us when considering how we should 
keep fellow believers in our local church and 
believers in others churches in our prayers? 

Colossians 1:9 - The Content of the Prayers 
While there is nothing wrong with praying about 
the situations our fellow believers find themselves 
in, do you notice the difference in what Paul is 
praying about for these believers? 

What is he praying for specifically for the believers 
in Colossae? 

Does the content of our prayers for our fellow 
believers need to change? 

Colossians 1:10 - What’s the Goal of the Prayer 
Paul seemingly has a purpose for this prayer.   
What is the goal and what is the purpose? 
How does this goal or purpose address the main 
concerns Paul has with the situation within the 
church & culture (meaning that they see Rome as 
the Great Hope and the mixture of beliefs).? 

Colossians 1:10 - What does walking in a manner 
worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him look like? 
There are two characteristics to this life worthy of 
the Lord that Paul mentions.  What are those? 

Colossians 1:10 - “Increasing” - What does this 
really mean? 
Obviously, increasing means increasing.  However, 
in the sermon, it was mentioned that this was a 
present passive participle in the Greek.   
Do you remember the significance of this?  (It 
means that God is the one who is the active agent 
in increasing our knowledge of Him. 

Understanding this, that He is the one who 
accomplishes this and that it is not us who muster 
the strength to do this… what is our role within 
seeing our knowledge of God increase? 

Colossians 1:11 - Who Gets the Glory 
Based on verse 11, who is due the glory for this and 
why? 

Colossians 1:12-14 
We are to give God the thanks… much like Paul 
said back in verse 3.  What are the reasons in these 
verses that we are to give thanks to God? 
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2 Corinthians 9:8 
Galatians 6:10 

Ephesians 2:10 
2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 

1 Corinthians 8:3 
1 Corinthians 13:12 

Galatians 4:9 



 
Apart from prayer, life as a redeemed bondservant 
of Christ was both inconceivable and impossible.”  
— W.B. Hunter 

 “The Son of God became a man to enable men to 
become sons of God.”  — C.S. Lewis 
 

When Thinking About Colossians 1:9-12  
How does your prayer for fellow believers compare 
to that of Paul for the saints in Colossae? 
Would you like fellow believers to pray for you in 
this way? 
What do you want to see change about your prayer 
life? 
What steps are you willing to actively take to make 
those changes? 

When thinking about Colossians 1:9-12 
Is your walk, your Christian walk, one that you 
believe could be described as worthy of the Lord, 
fully pleasing to Him?  While most of you would 
probably say, “no” if only to sound humble or 
maybe deflect understanding we never truly 
arrive… there is definitely an understanding that 
one can walk in this way.  With that said, what 
needs to radically change either about your 
knowledge of God (meaning intimacy with Him) or 
your works that flow from this relationship? 

How can those in your group pray for you towards 
that end? 
How can those in your group hold you accountable 
towards that end? 

When thinking about Colossians 1:10 
How can you better and more consistently position 
yourself to receive from the Lord the increase that 
can only come from Him? 

When thinking about Colossians 1:12-14 
Do you lack gratitude towards God for being 
qualified, being transferred from the domain of 
darkness and redeemed?   

Why is that the case?  
How can you make this gratitude (and the kind Paul 
is talking about) more a part of your life on a daily 
and even moment by moment basis? 

Praise the Lord with Thanksgiving: 
Colossians 3:15 (ESV) 

And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to 
which indeed you were called in one body. And 
be thankful. 
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