
Main Point from Sunday’s sermon                    
Life is a gift… an opportunity.  Food is a foretaste.  
We will die, so live wisely. 

Main Passage: Ecclesiastes Chapter 9 
 
Other Passages Referenced in the Sermon: 

 

 

Ecclesiastes 9:1-3 
Qohelet seeks to explain or clear up what he has 
seen in his experiment.  He declares that it is 
difficult to determine whether what comes from 
God is love or hate, that both are before us.  Why is 
it so difficult for Qohelet to determine whether 
what comes from God is love or hate?  (Keep in 
mind passages like Matthew 5:45) 

Ecclesiastes 9:2-3 
What is the singular event that ultimately faces each 
person, no matter how good or evil the are?   

Ecclesiastes 9:4-6 
What is the advantage of a living dog over a dead 
lion?  Why is this so significant? 
What is the disadvantage to death?  (its finality and 
inability to reverse course) 

Ecclesiastes 9:7-10 
What does the ability to enjoy this life point us 
towards?  How do these verses tell us of what is to 
come? 

Ecclesiastes 9:11-12 
For those who excel in life, working hard and 
having all of the giftedness imaginable…  
Is this a guarantee for success and ease within this 
life? 
Why or why not? 
Can you give a personal example of where you 
have seen life take a dramatic turn in your life or 
someone else’s life?  How was that experienced 
and handled? 

Ecclesiastes 9:14-10:1 
What does the story of the man who saved the 
village illustrate? 
Can you give a modern example of the dichotomy 
between the individual yelling their opinion versus 
the person quietly sharing wisdom? 

“There is more to life than increasing its speed.” 
— Mahatma Gandhi 

“I’d rather regret the things I’ve done than regret 
the things I haven’t done.” 
— Lucille Ball 

“And in the end, it’s not the years in your life that 
count. It’s the life in your years.” 
— Abraham Lincoln 

“Only a life lived for others is a life worthwhile.”  
— Albert Einstein 

“We are always getting ready to live but never 
living.” 
— Ralph Waldo Emmerson 
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Matthew 5:44-45 
1 Peter 1:3-4 
1 Corinthians 15:32 
Psalm 104:14-16 
Romans 12:11 

Colossians 3:23 
John 9:4 
1 Timothy 4:4-5 
Ephesians 1:11-12 
Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 



“Sin is not just the doing of bad things, but the 
making of good things into ultimate things.  It is 
seeking to establish a sense of self by making 
something else more central to your significance, 
purpose, and happiness than your relationship to 
God.”  
— Tim Keller 

When thinking about Ecclesiastes 9:1-3 
How does Qohelet’s observation fly in the face of 
our current thoughts and mindsets that if you do 
good, God is going to bless you with more stuff 
and a comfortable / easy life? 

When thinking about Ecclesiastes 9:4-6 
If death is so final, what is our hope?  (1 Peter 1:3-4) 
If we believe that death s final, how much must we 
hate someone to not tell them about this hope? 
Who are you going to share this hope with in the 
coming week? 

When thinking about Ecclesiastes 9:7-10 
There is a call to live life deeply, in relationship with 
others.  This is something you are to enjoy and in 
fact that was specifically purposed for you to enjoy.  
(Think Psalm 104 7 1 Timothy 4:4-5). 

What must you do to make this a reality in your life? 
What must you do to ensure this type of life does 
not become your God? (think about Tim Keller’s 
Quote) 

When thinking about Ecclesiastes 9:14:10:1 
Who does God use in your life like the forgotten 
man in the small city?  Who speaks wisdom to you? 
Do you find yourself being more like that man, or 
like the person who is yelling and ultimately being 
the fly in the ointment? 

How can you be more of a blessing to others, 
especially in providing hope while they are still 
alive? 

Praise the One True God Who Gives Us Hope: 
Philippians 3:20-21 (ESV) 
But our citizenship is in heaven – and we also 
eagerly await a savior from there, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who will transform these humble bodies 
of ours into the likeness of his glorious body by 
means of that power by which he is able to 
subject all things to himself. 
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