
 

Main Point from Sunday’s sermon                    
Pity the Foolish… Live with Wisdom 

Main Passage: Ecclesiastes Chapter 9 
 
Other Passages Referenced in the Sermon: 

 

FOLLY DEFINED 
In looking at verse 1, we realize that it does not 
take much to ruin wisdom. 
Can you think of an example, maybe from the 
public sphere, where this has proven true? 

Ecclesiastes 10:2 
Wisdom and Folly generate from a particular 
location, where is that? (The Heart) 
What is the natural state of man’s heart? 
Therefore, what is the natural inclination of man, 
wisdom or folly? 

Ecclesiastes 10:3 
The fool announces himself.  How do you see this 
on a daily basis? 
How do you not see it?  (meaning where we are 
blind to it in our own lives) 

DEALING WITH FOLLY 
Ecclesiastes 10:4 
What is the biblical instruction, in this verse, in 
dealing with a fool? 

Ecclesiastes 10:5-7 
What happens in life when a foolish individual is in 
charge? 

Ecclesiastes 10:8-11 
What do we learn about the results of a foolish 
persons actions? 
How are we instructed to live with wisdom (seen in 
the two analogies of the axe and snake charmer)? 

Ecclesiastes 10:12 
If we take this verse quite literally, what is the 
command to us in the use of our words? 

Ecclesiastes 10:12-13 
What are other markers of a foolish person in these 
verses? 

Ecclesiastes 10:12-15 
What are other markers of a foolish person in these 
verses?  (there are at least four) 

Ecclesiastes 10:20 
What does this verse teach us about how we use 
our words in what we consider to be safe 
environments? 

“Better to remain silent and be thought a fool than 
to speak and to remove all doubt.” 
— Abraham Lincoln 

“Just as dead flies ruin the best of ointments, so it 
happens to the best of counsel in the state, in the 
senate, or in war; along comes some wicked rascal 
and ruins everything.” 
— Martin Luther 

“As a Bible teacher, it is not my place to say which 
political leaders are wise and which are foolish.  
Sometimes this is unnecessary anyway, because as 
the Preachers has said, the fool lets everyone know 
that he is a fool.  But whenever we see things 
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turned upside down — whenever a society 
celebrates immortality, perpetrates wrongful 
violence, punishes righteousness, denies the 
authority of God, or persecutes His people — we 
may be sure that folly is in control.” 
— Phillip Graham Ryken 

“Come ye sinners the poor and needy 
Weak and wounded sick and sore 
And Jesus ready stands to save you 
Full of pity love and power 

I will arise and go to Jesus 
He will embrace me in His arms 
And in the arms of my dear Savior 
Oh there are ten thousand charms. 

Come ye weary heavy laden 
Lost and ruined by the fall 
And if you tarry until you're better 
You will never come at all”  
— Lyrics to the Song “Come Ye Sinners” 

When thinking about Ecclesiastes 10:1-3 
How can you better you identify, from a biblical 
definition, what a foolish person is? 

When thinking about Ecclesiastes 10:4-6 
Rather than just being annoyed or walking away, 
what is a biblical response to a foolish individual? 
What specific area in your life does this apply? 

When thinking about Ecclesiastes 10:8-11 
Are you prone to foolish acts and decisions in your 
life?  If so, where? 
How can you better exercise wisdom by either 
preparation before hand or acting more prudently? 
Where can those within your group and your life 
also be a resource and protection for you? 

When thinking about Ecclesiastes 10:12 
Where can you, from the use of your words, be a 
protection and a blessing to others? 
Can you think of a specific area or person that you 
need to speak favor or undeserved grace into 
someone’s life? 

When thinking about Ecclesiastes 10:20 
Have you been guilty of foolishly speaking in the 
context or so-called safe confines? 
What are some of the negatives from not operating 
with wisdom in this area of life? 

Praise the Lord for Using Us in His Plan:  
Psalm 67:7 (ESV) 
May God bless us still, so that all the ends of the 
earth will fear him. 
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