
Main Point from Sunday’s sermon                    
When we submit our lives to the proper authority / 
authorities, we can trust and will see the beauty, 
peace and rest that results… even in the midst of 
most uncertain of times. 

Main Passage: Ecclesiastes Chapter 8 
 
Other Passages Referenced in the Sermon: 

 

 

Ecclesiastes 8:1 
When the Preacher / Teacher talks about the 
change in appearance within the face of an 
individual who has found wisdom… how does the 
whole of scripture speak to the countenance of a 
man who has experienced the personal joy found in 
the Lord? 

A few additional scriptures (referenced above) are 
in Daniel, Psalm, Proverbs, Exodus, 2 Corinthians 
and more. 

Ecclesiastes 8:2-5 
While not tremendously familiar in our culture, the 
idea of being submissive to a sovereign is still 
something that we are faced with on multiple 
fronts.  It might be a parent, a boss, a system of 
laws and the enforcement of laws and more. 

How do you honor God in the honoring the king 
(those placed in authority over you)? 
Are there limits to the submission? 

Ecclesiastes 8:3 
What are modern day examples of not being hasty 
to go from his presence (the one in authority)? 

Ecclesiastes 8:8 
When you are in the service of the king, there will 
be uncertainty, there will be danger but you must 
trust and obey.  What does this look like under the 
sun… meaning in our daily lives?  What does this 
look like in service to the King of Kings? 

Ecclesiastes 8:11-12 
In the midst of delayed judgment, we have a 
tendency to think we have gotten away with 
something.  How can you guard against this?  How 
do you keep from taking advantage of God’s 
mercy? 

Ecclesiastes 8:12-14 
What is the hope (beyond this life) for the individual 
who submits to the Lord, obeys His 
commandments and fears the Lord? 

“Awareness of mortality exerts a unique power to 
focus the mind and heart on essentials.” 
— Columba Stewart 

“the awe and holy caution that arises from 
realization of the greatness of God.” 
— Michael Eaton 

“Solomon gives over the entire book of 
Ecclesiastes to suggesting, with such fullness as he 
judged adequate, the emptiness of this life, with 
the ultimate objective, to be sure, of making us 
yearn for another kind of life which is no 

TOGETHER
SMALL GROUP SERMON DISCUSSION

linc-ed

r      e-Read

e      valuate

c      itations from the Church

July 28, 2019

Daniel 1:15 
Psalm 34:5 
Proverbs 15:13 
Exodus 34:29-35 
2 Corinthians 3:18 
Acts 5:29 

Proverbs 24:21 
Psalm 73:3-5 
Proverbs 10:7 
Exodus 34:6 
Romans 2:4 
Hebrews 9:27



unsubstantial shadow under the sun but substantial 
reality under the sun’s Creator.” 
— Augustine 

“Our life is not only a great deal of trouble and 
hard work; it is also refreshment and joy in God’s 
goodness.  We labor, but God nourishes and 
sustains us.  There is a reason to celebrate… God is 
calling us to rejoice , to celebrate in the midst of 
our working day.” 
— Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

When thinking about Ecclesiastes 8 
Are you able to identify all of the areas (or at least 
several areas) that someone has authority over you 
(home, church, job, etc…)? 

Obviously not every authority is a godly individual, 
organization or governing authority. 

How can you honor the King of Kings by the 
manner in which you submit to these authorities, 
even when ungodly?  (this could be a marriage, a 
job, or something else) 

Which individuals, organizations and governing 
authorities should you excuse yourself from if 
necessary and possible (think in terms of leaving a 
job that the organization is actively in conflict with 
your faith or even a church if the Elders / Pastors 
are not standing on the truth of scripture) 

Can you think of a time that you have had to 
leave such a situation?  If so, please share with 
the group what this situation was like… how you 
handled it… what was the outcome… what did 
you learn about God in the process? 

Praise the One True God in Whom We Can Trust 
Everything: Psalm 56:3-4 (ESV) 
When I am afraid, I put my trust in you.In God, 
whose word I praise, in God I trust; I shall not be 
afraid.  What can flesh do to me? 
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