
 

Main Point from Sunday’s sermon 
The depravity of mankind is only surpassed by the 
all-encompassing love of Jesus.  It is the grace, 
mercy and forgiveness that He and He alone offers 
that is able to address our iniquity. 

Main Passage: Ecclesiastes Chapter 7:19-25 
Psalm 32:1-5 
1 Corinthians 15:45-49 

Ecclesiastes 7:19 
How does wisdom protect the life of the person, 
like a well guarded city?  Give examples in specific 
areas.  For example, wisdom governing your 
thoughts, will, speech and actions. 

Ecclesiastes 7:21-22 
Interesting Approach / Worth Discussion: 

Jonathan Edwards, as a young man made a list of 
resolutions that would help govern the way in 
which he lived.  One was “never to say anything at 
all against anybody, but when it is perfectly 
agreeable to the highest degree of Christian honor, 
and of love to mankind, agreeable to the lowest 
humility, and sense of my own faults and failings, 
and agreeable to the Golden Rule.” 

Ecclesiastes 7:20, 25-29 
In the preacher’s continued search for wisdom, He 
discovers mankind’s sin problem.  What is his 
conclusion? 

Ecclesiastes 7:29 
What does it mean that mankind sought out many 
schemes? 

Ecclesiastes 7:27-29 
Is the preacher saying that men are more righteous 
than women? 

“When I consider the short duration of my life, 
swallowed up in the eternity that lies before and 
after it, when I consider the little space I fill and I 
see, engulfed in the infinite immensity of spaces of 
which I am so ignorant, and which know me not, I 
rest frightened, and astonished, for there is no 
reason why I should be here rather than there.  
Who put me here?  Why now rather than then?” 
— Blaise Pascal 

“Knowing our own wretchedness without knowing 
God makes for despair.” 
— Blaise Pascal 

Let us never assume that if we live good lives we 
will be without sin; our lives should be praised only 
when we continue to beg for pardon. But men are 
hopeless creatures, and the less they concentrate 
on their own sins, the more interested they become 
in the sins of others. They seek to criticize, not to 
correct. Unable to excuse themselves, they are 
ready to accuse others 
— Augustine of Hippo 

When thinking about Ecclesiastes 7:27-29 
Mankind has a problem, and the deepest search for 
wisdom and meaning will lead every person and 
every philosopher to the same point… which is that 
mankind is full of iniquity and his depravity knows 
no end. 

When we understand that all of mankind suffers 
from the same problem, should we… 
1.  be a little more cautious on how we view, 
approach and talk about others and their “sins”? 
2.  be a little more forthcoming about our own sin    
issues, being a little more transparent thus pointing 
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to the beauty of what we have experienced in 
Christ? 
3.  be a little more eager to share with others what 
we really have in common, a sin problem in need of 
an answer? 
4.  point people to the beautiful plan of God that 
began in creation with the first Adam and 
continued in the second Adam, the birth, death, 
burial and resurrection of Jesus? 

Psalm 145 English Standard Version (ESV) 

Great Is the Lord  
- A Song of Praise. Of David. 
1 I will extol you, my God and King, and bless 
your name forever and ever. 
2 Every day I will bless you and praise your name 
forever and ever. 
3 Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, 
and his greatness is unsearchable. 
4 One generation shall commend your works to 
another, and shall declare your mighty acts. 
5 On the glorious splendor of your majesty, and 
on your wondrous works, I will meditate. 
6 They shall speak of the might of your awesome 
deeds, and I will declare your greatness. 
7 They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant 
goodness and shall sing aloud of your 
righteousness. 
8 The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger 
and abounding in steadfast love. 
9 The Lord is good to all, and his mercy is over all 
that he has made. 
10 All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord, 
and all your saints shall bless you! 
11 They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom 
and tell of your power, 
12 to make known to the children of man your[b] 
mighty deeds, and the glorious splendor of your 
kingdom. 

13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and 
your dominion endures throughout all 
generations. 
     [The Lord is faithful in all his words and kind in 
all his works.] 
14 The Lord upholds all who are falling and raises 
up all who are bowed down. 
15 The eyes of all look to you, and you give them 
their food in due season. 
16 You open your hand; you satisfy the desire of 
every living thing. 
17 The Lord is righteous in all his ways and kind in 
all his works. 
18 The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all 
who call on him in truth. 
19 He fulfills the desire o 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f those who fear him; he also hears their cry and 
saves them. 
20 The Lord preserves all who love him, but all 
the wicked he will destroy. 
21 My mouth will speak the praise of the Lord, 
and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and 
ever. 


