
Main Point from Sunday’s sermon 
Considering the work of God is more than just 
recognizing what He has done but includes 
accepting, and surrendering to His sovereignty. 

 

 
Main Passage: Ecclesiastes Chapter 7 

Ecclesiastes 7:13 
When considering the works of God, how do you 
square Ecclesiastes 7:13 and scriptures like 
Proverbs 3:6?   

Ecclesiastes 7:13 
Why do people (as in Ecclesiastes 5:20) not take 
the time to consider what God is doing in their 
lives? 

Ecclesiastes 7:16-18 
There is debate among scholars who believe that 
Qohelet is actually saying to try and live a life of 
moderation and not try to be too righteous (not 
pointing to self-righteousness).  Others say, that the 
grammar of the Hebrew clearly points to a self-
righteous attitude.  When you look at this in 
context of chapter 7 and the book as a whole, do 
you have an opinion on which might be accurate?  
How does that opinion match up with the rest of 
scripture? 

All quotes this week are from Thomas Boston. 
“This view of the matter is a proper means, at once 
to silence and satisfy men, and so to bring them 
unto a dutiful submission to their Maker and 
Governor, under the crook in their lot.” 

“First, the crooked things in life are a test to help us 
determine whether we really are trusting in Christ 
for our salvation.” 

“Second, whatever crooks there are in our earthly 
lot turn our hearts away from this vain world and 
teach us to look for happiness in the life to come.” 

“Third, the crooked things in life convict us of our 
sins.” 

“Fourth, the crooked things in life may correct us 
for our sins.” 

When thinking about Ecclesiastes 7:13 
When considering the works of God, how central is 
His being Sovereign to our ability to trust Him for 
the journey we are on? 

When thinking about Ecclesiastes 7:14-15 
Not knowing for sure where the phrase, “only the 
good die young” comes from… it could possibly 
find its genesis in this verse.  Life can seem unfair or 
random at times from our perspective.  Do you 
believe God is random or unfair in allowing the 
“crooked paths”? 

How does Romans 8:28 work together with 
Ecclesiastes 7? 

Emily Gerdts shared a post from John Piper’s “Solid 
Joys” devotional that I believe is apropos. 

All the promises of God find their Yes in  him. (2 
Corinthians 1:20) 
When Christ died he purchased for you the “Yes” 
to all God’s promises (2 Corinthians 1:20), and 
that includes the promise to use his sovereign 
power to govern all the inexplicable, maddening 
detours and delays of your life for wise and 
loving purposes. He is doing a thousand things 
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for you and for his glory in your disappointed 
plans. 

Richard Wurmbrand tells a story that illustrates 
the necessity of believing God for good, unseen 
purposes, when all we can see is evil and 
frustration: 
A legend says that Moses once sat near a well in 
meditation. A wayfarer stopped to drink from 
the well, and when he did so his purse fell from 
his girdle into the sand. The man departed. 
Shortly afterwards another man passed near the 
well, saw the purse and picked it up. 

Later a third man stopped to assuage his thirst 
and went to sleep in the shadow of the well. 
Meanwhile, the first man had discovered that his 
purse was missing, and, assuming that he must 
have lost it at the well, returned, awoke the 
sleeper (who of course knew nothing) and 
demanded his money back. An argument 
followed, and irate, the first man slew the latter. 

Whereupon Moses said to God, “You see, 
therefore men do not believe you. There is too 
much evil and injustice in the world. Why should 
the first man have lost his purse and then 
become a murderer? Why should the second 
have gotten a purse full of gold without having 
worked for it? The third was completely 
innocent. Why was he slain?” 

God answered, “For once and only once, I will 
give you an explanation. I cannot do it at every 
step. The first man was a thief’s son. The purse 
contained money stolen by his father from the 
father of the second man, who finding the purse 
only found what was due him. The third was a 
murderer whose crime had never been revealed 
and who received from the first the punishment 
he deserved. In the future, believe that there is 
sense and righteousness in what transpires even 
when you do not understand." 

BIGGEST QUESTION(s) OF THE WEEK:   
If we trust that God is the one who directs our 
path and He is truly Sovereign King…  

How are we going to approach every day and 
every situation differently in such a way as to say, 
we trust you, we believe you are good and we 
want to glorify you by the way handle these 
opportunities? 

Psalm 28:7 (ESV) 

The Lord is my strength and my shield; in him my 
heart trusts, and I am helped; my heart exults, 
and with my song I give thanks to him. 
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