
 

 

Main Point from Sunday’s sermon 
We were created for community, and although we 
know that, we often kill community unknowingly. 

 

Main Passage: Ecclesiastes Chapter 4 

Ecclesiastes 4:1-3 
Examine the despair Qohelet felt in this passage 
and the perception that it would be better to have 
never been born. 

• If Qohelet was indeed Solomon, what injustices 
do you think he was likely to have witnessed? 

Ecclesiastes 4:4-6 (Learning to Live with 
Contentment) 
In the wisdom of Qohelet, from his perspective he 
could see how so many spent their lives chasing 
after what others had.  He witnessed the envy & 
jealousy that existed in others (and in himself). 

• What advantage did he have to make such 
observations? 

Ecclesiastes 4:7-12 (Living in Community) 
In verses 7-8, the main focus is not concerned with 
passing on an inheritance to those will outlive you. 

• What does Qohelet consider to be an evil or 
unhappy business?  What is this person missing out 
on? 

• In verses 9-12, the concept of companionship 
along the journey is introduced. Why is 
companionship along the journey so important? 

“If you want to travel fast, travel alone.  If you want 
to travel far, go together. 
— African Proverb 

Very simply, as we walk through the coming 
weeks and seek to deconstruct some of our 
beliefs and practices, we need to ask some very 
difficult and probing questions.  These are just a 
few to help us get started, but you may very well 
have better questions as well. 

When thinking about Ecclesiastes 4:1-3 
Last week, we recognized and identified injustices 
that exist in the world.  Here, Qohelet continues the 
same thought but even to the point of despair 
saying that it is better to never have been born 
than to experience injustice.   

• Does Qohelet’s response about it being better to 
have never been born cause you to pause at all?  
Meaning, do you recognize that those who are in 
truly oppressive situations might really struggle with 
the same thoughts and thus entertain ideas of 
withdrawal, isolation, despair and / or suicide? 

• What should our response be?  Give practical 
insight as to how we as believers can be on the 
look out for these individuals experiencing injustice 
and oppression and how do we effectively minister 
to them and their needs? 

When thinking about Ecclesiastes 4:4-6 
• What areas do you see the average person live a 
life of envy? 
• Is there any difference for those within the 
church? 
• How is envy either covered up (within the 
Christian life) or justified? 
• Are there any areas you could say that envy / 
jealousy resides in your heart? 
• How does it take root in your life? 
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When thinking about Ecclesiastes 4:7-12 
• When you think of a three strand cord in 
conjunction with the Zig Ziglar illustration of the 
Belgium Draft Horses, who makes up the third 
stand making it unbreakable? 

• We all know (or at least most of us) and espouse 
that Jesus is enough.  Trusting that this statement is 
true… why does God design life in such a way that 
people / the church are so necessary and integral in 
our lives and our faith journey? 

• Who do you walk through life with, that is 
encouraging you, strengthening you and picking 
you up? 

BIGGEST QUESTION(s) OF THE WEEK:   
How can we practically pursue relationship / 
community within the church and within our 
lives? 
What are you going to do this week to pursue 
meaningful / connected relationships? 

Let us praise and worship the Lord, because He is 
the triune God who created us for community. 

I Corinthians 1:10 (ESV) 

I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that there be 
no divisions among you, but that you be united in 
the same mind and the same judgment. 
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