
Main Point from Sunday’s sermon 
It’s Absurd to Find Ultimate Purpose in Anything 
Under the Sun 

Main Passage: Ecclesiastes Chapter 1 

Other Passages Referenced: 
Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 

•Ecclesiastes 1:2 
The word Hevel in the Hrbrew, used 38 times in the 
book, means smoke or vapor.  It highlights the 
temporary nature of life on this earth as well as how 
puzzling life can be.  It is captured by the word 
meaningless or vanity in most translations.  
However, the word can carry slightly different 
connotations throughout the book.  On the whole, 
the word that best captures the meaning of Hevel 
might be Absurd. 

•Ecclesiastes 1:4-7 
Really examines the march of time, the routine of 
nature and highlights the stark contrast of our time 
on this earth. 

•Ecclesiastes 1:8 
The pattern and routine of everything is 
exhausting… it is experienced as wearisome.   

•Ecclesiastes 1:9-10 
Despite how shiny something “new” seems to be, 
the reality of it when broken down or truly 
considered is that there is nothing new under the 
sun.  The same desires, the same wants and needs, 
the same manners in which we pursue these things, 
the same patterns just go on and on and on. 

•Ecclesiastes 1:11 
Should we think we are going to be the one that 
will forever be remembered, just realize how quickly 
you will be forgotten.  Even if you were 
remembered, realize that you still suffer the same 
end regardless of whether someone will remember 
you or not and couldn’t enjoy whatever imagined 
benefits of being remembered anyhow. 

•Ecclesiastes 1:13-18 
Even the pursuit of wisdom, a pursuit that was well 
thought out, measured and one that he has given 
the whole of himself to is not what you would 
imagine.  Even the pursuit of good things are 
absurd in and of themselves.  In fact, the pursuit of 
this good thing as an ultimate thing has left him 
even more frustrated and broken. 

•How does / can / should the power of the 
resurrection impact your daily life? 

Wood Allen said, “I don't want to achieve 
immortality through my work; I want to achieve 
immortality through not dying. I don't want to live 
on in the hearts of my countrymen; I want to live on 
in my apartment.” 

This book can on the surface 
seem so very “Eeyoreish”  

It can, if you let it come across 
as depressing and disheartening.  On the other 
hand, it can also be misread in light of what is 
called the “Carpe Diem” passages found 
throughout the book.  

It is critically important that as we approach this 
book we take on the hard task of evaluating our 
lives in a very serious manner.  We could quickly 
bypass this process by saying that we mentally 
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understand and agree without examining what are 
lives are really built upon and how they are lived. 

With that said, and regards to application of this 
message, I would have us start with one very 
difficult question that will take time to think 
through. 

What in my life or what in my daily routine, is 
focused on the temporary and what part of my life 
or daily routine is focused on the eternal?  This is 
not asking what could be but what is. 

Another way of looking at this is what is done in 
faith or as an act of obedience to the Lord versus 
just going through the motions of life. 

Let us praise and worship the Lord by the manner 
in which we offer ourselves to Him each and every 
day. 

Romans 12:1-2 (ESV) 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies 
of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but 
be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that 
by testing you may discern what is the will of God, 
what is good and acceptable and perfect.
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