
 

Main Point from Sunday’s sermon 
A Life Lived Seeking the Temporal and Fleeting is 
a Life of Despair 

Main Passage: Ecclesiastes Chapter 2:12-26 
 

Other Passages Referenced in the Sermon: 
Hebrews 11:6; Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 

•Ecclesiastes 2:12 
When looking at the experiments of pursuing 
pleasure, wisdom and folly - The teacher states that 
nothing can be done that he has not already done.  
In what ways to we / you try to recreate the 
experiences he mentions in hopes of a different 
outcome? 

•Ecclesiastes 2:13-16 
Is there a chance that in the pursuit of wisdom, that 
we relegate a relationship with Jesus (true religion) 
to a set of principles only?  More specifically, is 
there a chance we have fallen prey to living what 
appears to be a set of moral principles and thus 
limiting negative consequences from unwise 
choices and thinking this is the life of meaning and 
purpose? 

If so, what could or does that look like?  How would 
one guard against this? 

•Ecclesiastes 2:13-16 
What does living with an eternal perspective look 
like?  How does embracing death help us to wrestle 
with what really matters? 

•Ecclesiastes 2:17-22 
In this passage, we see a life that has entered into 
despair.  Think about the phrase from Henry David 
Thoreau, “The mass of men lead lives of quiet 
desperation.”  Is this true?  If so, what causes this to 
be the case?  What do you see in verses 21-22 that 
cause the teacher to see meaninglessness? 

“I don’t want to attain immortality through my 
works, I want to attain immortality by not dying.” 
— Woody Allen 

“My question — that which at the age of fifty 
brought me to the verge of suicide — was the 
simplest of questions, lying in the soul of every 
man. a question without an answer to which one 
cannot live.  It was: ‘What will come of what I am 
doing today or tomorrow?  What will come of my 
whole life?  Why should I live, why wish for 
anything, or do anything?’  It can also be expressed 
thus: Is there any meaning in my life that the 
inevitable death awaiting me does not destroy?” 
— Leo Tolstoy 

I know we’re all pretty small in the big scheme of 
things, and I suppose the most you can hope for is 
to make some kind of difference.  But what kind of 
difference have I made?  What in the world is better 
because of me?  Once I am dead and everyone 
who knew me dies to, it will be as though I never 
existed.  What difference has my life made to 
anyone?  None that I can think of.  None at all.  
Hope things are fine with you.  Yours Truly, Warren 
Schmidt 
Taken From the Movie “About Schmidt” 
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Very simply, as we walk through the coming weeks 
and seek to deconstruct some of our beliefs and 
practices, we need to ask some very difficult and 
probing questions.  These are just a few to help us 
get started, but you may very well have better 
questions as well. 

When thinking about Ecclesiastes 2:14 
• What active steps do you take to assess and 

examine your life? 
• Who have you included in your life to help you 

determine if you are living for Jesus, His Kingdom 
and with eternity in mind? 

deathclock.com 
• Would you live differently if you knew when you 

would die? 
• If so, how? 
• Does the amount of time left impact how you 

would choose to live? 

Is there any despair - Ephesians 2:20-21 
• Do you have a sense of despair about what your 

life is amounting to (and this does not necessarily 
point to you not having a relationship with Jesus)? 

• If so, what is the reason for the uneasiness?   

What about your life gives indication that you 
may not be fearing God and keeping His 
commandments? 

Is there a world view that you have adopted, 
embraced or engaged apart from “Fearing God 
and Keeping His Commandments” 

Let us praise and worship the Lord with the whole 
of our lives… knowing Him, loving Him, obeying 
Him 

Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will 
keep my word, and my Father will love him, and 
we will come to him and make our home with 
him. 

~John 14:23 (ESV)
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