
Main Point from Sunday’s sermon 
Pursuing Pleasure From Under the Sun (temporary 
and fleeting) is Wholly Unfulfilling 

Main Passage: Ecclesiastes Chapter 2:1-11 

Other Passages Referenced in the Sermon: 
1 Kings 4:22-23; 1 Kings 4:26-27; Deuteronomy 
17:14-17; 1 Timothy 6:17; John 15:10-11; 
Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 

•Ecclesiastes 2:1-3 
Solomon threw the wildest parties known to 
mankind.  He sought to please every sense that a 
person can experience.  He pursued what was fun 
and entertaining beyond anything we could ever 
imagine or experience in our lifetime.  However, it 
still left him wanting and unfulfilled. 

•Ecclesiastes 2:4-7 
Solomon built and acquired beyond the wildest of 
imaginations.  He went through a time period in his 
life where the accumulation of worldly possessions 
was beyond the scope of comprehension.  This 
includes homes, land, animals, servants and more. 

•Ecclesiastes 2:7-8 
Then Solomon pursued a purely hedonistic lifestyle 
seeking to enjoy absolutely everything he could.  
He has pursued, wine and parties, he has pursued 
the accumulation of things and now he seeks to be 
entertained in every imaginable way including 
entertainers and women.   

•Ecclesiastes 2:10-11 
•Despite how sin and the seeking of worldly 
pleasure is often painted by followers of Christ (as 
not pleasurable), it is taught here that it was 
enjoyable.  He took it in, examined it and enjoyed 
it.  (although in the end, realizing the absurdity of 
pursuing fleeting pleasures).  The reward was fully 
experienced, within the temporal.  It was not lasting 
and not ultimately satisfying. 

“All men seek happiness. This is without exception. 
Whatever different means they employ, they all 
tend to this end. The cause of some going to war, 
and of others avoiding it, is the same desire in 
both, attended with different views. The will never 
takes the least step but to this object. This is the 
motive of every action of every man, even of those 
who hang themselves.” 
Blaise Pascall 

“In Christian terms, the pursuit of happiness meant 
recognizing that God has created us to flourish in 
the context of obedience to Him so that our image-
bearing nature might display His glory.” 
Ken Myers 

“Since it could no longer be objectively defined in 
terms of a fixed purpose for human nature, the 
pursuit of happiness soon came to mean the 
pursuit of pleasure, the relentless quest for fun, for 
an emotional state of carefree bliss.” 
Ken Myers 

“Our Lord finds our desires, not too strong, but too 
weak. We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about 
with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is 
offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go 
on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot 
imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at 
the sea. We are far too easily pleased.” 
C.S. Lewis 
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Very simply, as we walk through the coming weeks 
and seek to deconstruct some of our beliefs and 
practices, we need to ask some very difficult and 
probing questions. 

What about our patterns and possessions says 
that Jesus is not enough?  Keep in mind, pleasure 
is not bad and the pursuit of pleasure is not bad.  
God created pleasure.  Therefore, not trying to 
induce ungodly guilt for enjoying life and the Lord, 
are there areas of your life that you are pursuing 
pleasure in the temporary. 

I once heard a definition of worship that I believe is 
really, really good.  I still use it quite often. It says… 

Worship is the sum total of our time, energy, 
allegiance, affections and possessions.  Think of it 
as a math problem.   

Time + 
Energy + 
Affections + 
Allegiance + 
Possessions = 
WORSHIP 

If you were to examine these areas, do they 
demonstrate that Jesus is all-satisfying or that you 
are trying to satisfy with something or someone 
else? 

Remember the quote from Ken Myers, “the pursuit 
of happiness meant recognizing that God has 
created us to flourish in the context of obedience 
to Him so that our image-bearing nature might 
display His glory.”  In light of Ecclesiastes 12:13-14, 
what changes do you need to make in your life this 
week? 

Let us praise and worship the Lord for His 
uniqueness as we have seen in scripture and 
experienced in our lives. 

2 Samuel 7:22 (ESV) 

Therefore you are great, O Lord God. For 
there is none like you, and there is no God 
besides you, according to all that we have 
heard with our ears.
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