
Main Point from Sunday’s sermon 
Jesus expects us to confess our faith in him by 
word and deed, no matter the cost. 

Mark 8:27-38. Highlight words or sentences that 
you think are particularly important. 

• The main points from Sunday’s sermon were:  
 1. We must confess Christ (v27-30);  
 2. Genuine confession will produce Godly 
conviction (v31-33);  
 3. And genuine confession will produce 
commitment (v34-38). 

• Spend a few minutes connecting the text and the 
main points. Where in the text do you see the 
above statements and points? 

 

“That it is Peter, the rock of the church, who incurs 
guilt here immediately after his own confession to 
Jesus Christ and after his appointment by Jesus, 
means that from its very inception the church itself 
has taken offense at the suffering Christ.”  
– Dietrich Bonhoeffer  

“Jesus does not suffer so as to exclude your 
suffering. He bears a cross, not that you may 
escape it, but that you may endure it.”  
– Charles Spurgeon 

We American Christians have a way of taking the 
Jesus of the Bible and twisting him into a version of 
Jesus that we are more comfortable with. A nice 
middle-class American Jesus. A Jesus who doesn’t 
mind materialism and would never call us to give 
away everything we have. A Jesus who is fine with 
nominal devotion that does not infringe on our 
comforts. A Jesus who wants us to be balanced, 
who wants us to avoid dangerous extremes, and 
who for that matter wants us to avoid danger 
altogether. A Jesus who brings comfort and 
prosperity to us as we live out our Christian spin on 
the American Dream.  
– David Platt 

• Peter goes on to write a letter about Christian 
suffering and discipleship. Take a moment to 
consider 1 Peter 4:1-2;12-13. Then look up James 
1:2-4. How is suffering a part of discipleship?   
• In what ways do you see people handle suffering 
in our day and cultural context? How is the 
Christian approach counter-cultural? 
• In what ways do you struggle to deny yourself?  
• How might you more actively “take up your cross 
and follow” Christ? 
• How can we encourage one another as a group 
toward deeper discipleship? 

Jesus, I my cross have taken 
All to leave and follow Thee.  
Destitute, despised, forsaken 
Thou from hence my all shall be.  
Perish every fond ambition 
All I’ve sought or hoped or known.  
Yet how rich is my condition! 
God and heaven are still my own. 

“Jesus I my Cross Have Taken” by H. Lyte 
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