
 

Main Point from Sunday’s sermon 
Like Jesus, our Servant-King, we must give 
tradition its proper place, but only its proper 
place, in a God-honoring community. 

 
Mark 2:23 -- 3:6; 7:1-13   Highlight words or 
sentences that you think are particularly important. 
 

"Tradition" 
• Tradition per se isn't inherently good or bad. It's 
neutral. 
• Traditions In JESUS'S Day . . . Three of His 
statements that reveal His values: 
   "The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the 
Sabbath." 
   "The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath." 
   "It is lawful to do good on the Sabbath." 
• Traditions In OUR Day 
   Worship gatherings, church calendar, inter-church 
activities, social behaviors 
   "Church" isn't an event to go to, it's a family to 
belong to. 
• Traditions In ANY Day 
   "Methods (traditions) are many, principles are few 
• Methods often change, principles never do." 
   -The spirit of the law trumps the letter of the law. 
   -Relationship trumps rules, regulations, and 
rituals. 
   -The inward trumps the outward. 
   -Mission trumps tradition. 
   -Love trumps everything. 
• Christian love is the greatest tradition of all! 

“Tradition is the living faith of the dead; 
traditionalism is the dead faith of the living. I should 
add, it is traditionalism that gives tradition such a 
bad name."  (Jaroslav Pelikan) 

"Simple Christianity is actually rather streamlined 
and baggage-free. It has very few of the trappings 
we often attach to it. This is why Christianity is so 
adaptable to every time and culture. . . If we are to 
continue, we must innovate. In fact, we must 
continually innovate, adapt, and grow. True stability 
lies only in motion, in transition, in growth."  
(Denny Boultinghouse) 

"I really don't care too much what the different 
Christian traditions say. My aim is to be faithful to 
Scripture."  (N. T. Wright) 

• What is a church tradition that you treasure, why? 
• What is a church tradition that you don't like or 
you don't think is helpful, and why? 
• On a scale of 1 to 10 (1 = very resistant to 
change; 10 = very eager to change), what number 
would you give to yourself, and why? 
• What changes do you expect or desire for CLEFC 
in the first year after a new Lead Pastor arrives? 

Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart; 
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art. 
Thou my best Thought, by day or by night, 
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light. 
Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true Word; 
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord; 
Thou my great Father, I Thy true son; 
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one.   
Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise, 
Thou mine Inheritance, now and always: 
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart, 
High King of Heaven, my Treasure Thou art. 
High King of Heaven, my victory won, 
May I reach Heaven’s joys, O bright Heav’n’s Sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all. 
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