
 

Main Point from Sunday’s sermon 
Like Jesus, our Servant-King, we need seasons of 
serious preparation for Godly service. 

 
Mark 1:1-20  Highlight words or sentences that you 
think are particularly important. 

"Preparation" 
Introduction to the Gospel According to Mark: 
• Who is John Mark (the writer)? 
• What is a "Gospel"? 
• Why should we spend ten weeks in this book? 
       It's a Gospel account. 
       It's an early Gospel account (the earliest?). 
       It's a relatively brief Gospel account. 
       It's an action-packed Gospel account. 
•Jesus' preparation included elements of: 
       Prophecy (vs. 1-8)   Isaiah, Malachi, John the    
 Baptist 
      Proclamation (vs. 9-13)  His baptism and  
 temptation 
      Promise (vs. 14-20)  The calling of the   
 fishermen 
• A disciple of Jesus (1:17) is a person who: 
      Has decided to follow Jesus (Head) 
      Is being changed by Jesus (Heart) 
      Is pursuing the mission of Jesus (Hands) 
• Two recurring factors: 
   Wilderness (vs. 3, 4, 12) -- A lonely place of  
 testing and waiting 
   The Holy Spirit (vs. 8, 10, 12) -- Our Helper in the 
 preparation process 
• Wisdom for your preparation experiences: 
     Don't assume that you're alone. Preparation is a 
 universal human experience. 

   Don't focus on what you're anticipating, but on  
 the One who's leading you there. 
   Don't forget that this whole lifetime is a season of 
 preparation!  

"You will never find Jesus so precious as when the 
world is one vast howling wilderness. Then He is 
like a rose blooming in the midst of desolation, a 
rock rising above the storm." (Robert Murray 
McCheyne) 

"When you accept the fact that sometimes seasons 
are dry and times are hard, and that God is in 
control of both, you will discover a sense of divine 
refuge, because the hope then is in God and not in 
yourself." (Chuck Swindoll) 

"How I praised God to know that when He wanted 
to train His servant, it was not a simple matter. God 
had His timetable, His method, His will. Wonderful, 
wonderful is my God, my Father." (John Sung - 
Chinese evangelist) 

"Take courage. We walk in the wilderness today, 
and in the Promised Land tomorrow." (Dwight L. 
Moody) 

Which of the 4 Gospels is your personal favorite? 
Why? 
Discuss the paradoxical truth that Jesus is both 
Servant and King. What does that mean to you 
personally? 
Have you ever been through what you'd call a 
spiritual wilderness? Describe it. What did you learn 
or how did you grow through it? 
Are you in a wilderness time right now? If so, how 
can your Christian friends support you in it? 

Consider the lyrics of these songs: 
"It Is Well With My Soul" 
"Blessed Be Your Name" (Matt Redman) 
"His Eye Is On the Sparrow" 
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