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1310 Highway 18 West 
Clear Lake, Iowa  50428 

clearlakefree.org  

We exist to make disciples by “Sharing Life Transformed by Christ’s Love”

Clear Lake Evangelical 
Free Church

Weekly: 
9:30am: Sunday Worship 

11:00am Sunday School  

6:00pm: High School Ministry 

7:00pm: Tuesdays, Corporate 
Prayer in the Sanctuary 

6:30pm: Wednesday, Student 
Ministry 

6:30pm: Thursday Men’s Group 

Special Events: 
5/20: Graduate Sunday 

Hidden Acres Camps: 
5/8 Senior Saints Day 

5/25-18 Family Camp 

5/31-6/3 Special Needs Family 
Camp  

(register at hacamps.org)  

“For” not “In!”  by Pastor James
In early March I attended the EFCA 
Central District’s Conference in Des 
Moines. The theme this year was 
“Committed.” During one of the plenary 
sessions, the speaker challenged the 
audience to be committed to the 
broader community that the church 
finds itself within. The statement he 
made, which I have been mulling over 
countless times since then was, “Be the 
best church for your community not in 
your community!” What a drastic 
difference those prepositions make in 
how we understand and implement 
every aspect of our ministry. If we think 
we exist to be the best church in our 
c o m m u n i t y, t h e re ’s n o e n d t o 
oneupmanship and competition that 
can ensue with other churches and their 
programs. You can rationalize and justify 
almost anything to be the best church in 
a given location. In a sense, it’s a large 
scale game of “King of the Hill.” 

But everything changes when we strive 
to be the best church for our 
community. The vision God has given 

us, the strategies, values, budgets, and 
facilities we are stewards of all begin to 
make sense against the b igger 
backdrop of loving and engaging those 
amongst whom we have been planted. 
One of the questions that arises is “Who 
are we currently serving that we can 
strive even harder after to be the best 
church for?”  

One of the answers I keep coming back 
to time and again is kids. Every week on 
Wednesday nights during the school 
year nearly 100 kids from across the 
community descend on our building 
where they are met by a team of roughly 
30 leaders. Nearly two-thirds of those 
that come each week either attend 
other churches or no churches at all. 
Many of their parents look at the 
l o n g s t a n d i n g f a i t h f u l n e s s a n d 
consistency that our church offers and 
has provided over the past decades and 
knows that it is a safe place for their 
children to be each week. 

Continued on Page 2

May at a glance

 Find out how Brian  
really feels about spring 
in Iowa!

Community Kitchen 
Our church is responsible for 
s e r v i n g t h e C l e a r L a k e 
communi ty fo r Communi ty 
Kitchen. Be the hands and feet of 
Christ with your family, friends, 
small group, or by yourself. Sign 
up at the Connection Center. 

Mondays, May 14 and 21 
Fridays,    May 18 and 25 

http://hacamps.org
http://hacamps.org
http://clearlakefree.org
http://clearlakefree.org
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Thank You

Graduate Sunday, May 20 
We are excited to celebrate God’s faithfulness in 

the lives of Danica Bang and Ryan Theel that 
morning. Be sure to encourage them as they begin 

a new chapter in their lives. 

So how do we capitalize on that? I think we 
capitalize on that by providing even more 
opportunities for their kids to be in our facilities 
and around our leaders so that we can love, 
engage, shepherd, and laugh with them. In short, 
ministry occurs within the context of relationships. 
So let’s forge ahead and build more and more 
relationships with the kids God has entrusted to 
our care so that we can consistently and 
continually share the love of Christ with them. I 
think that’s how we can be the best church for our 
community. We need to strive even harder after 
those we already have relationships with while 
begging God to move and work for the sake of 
the gospel, the Kingdom, and God’s fame. I think 
that’s a prayer God would love to answer. Don’t 
you? 

To that end, we are excited about an upcoming 
ministry for third through fifth grade students that 
will meet from 5:00-6:15pm on the second and 
fourth Wednesdays in June, July, and August 
(June 13, June 27, July 11, July 25, August 8, 
and August 22). It’s called “Kids 34:5” based 
upon Psalm 34:5 and will focus on discipling 
many of those kids who have been involved in 
AWANA over the summer! Psalm 34:5 tells us, 
“Those who look to him are radiant, and their 
faces shall never be ashamed.” What a great 
prayer to begin with: that God would use this 
ministry to reach a group of kids and their families 
with the result that their faces would be radiantly 
unashamed as they come to know, love, and trust 
Him as their King! 

This moves us toward eventually doing more to 
engage our community in the future. Our hope is 

to provide pizza each week, have some popsicles 
and ice cream bars, play some fun games 
together, have lots of interaction, and have a 
lesson together. Some painting, remodeling, and 
design efforts are already underway in Room 126. 
There are still plenty of things we need moving 
forward. First of all, if this is a way for our church 
to be the best for the sake of our community, it 
means that we all play a part no matter how big or 
small.  

With that in mind, here are three simple and 
profound ways to get involved: pray, volunteer, 
and/or give! Pray for God to move amongst the 
leaders and kids with the result that He changes 
hearts and even reaches their families. Volunteer 
for one of the six Wednesdays. Come lead a 
game, laugh with kids, and put names with faces; 
you won’t regret it. Lastly, you can give. There are 
still a number of things we need to purchase, 
paint, and build to get Room 126 ready to go. 
Beyond that, sponsor one of the Wednesdays 
and provide all of the snacks and refreshments for 
the kids that come. It’s a profoundly simple way to 
love kids from our community as we seek to be 
faithful and obedient to the vision God has given 
us of living on mission with the gospel to 
transform lives in our church, hundreds in our 
community, and thousands among the nations by 
2020. 

Will you join me as we strive to be the best church 
for our community? 

Dear Church Family, 
Thank you for the prayers, cards and flowers I received before, during and after my recent back surgery.  I 
have read and reread the cards many times and they have been a great encouragement to me.  Thank you 
Pastor Scott and Robin for your hospital visit and our time of prayer.   
	 ~Joan Geilenfeld 

Dear Church Family, 
Thank you very much for the beautiful arrangement of flowers after my recent surgery. The colors are very 
pretty and uplifting. I appreciate all of the cards, prayers, and meals provided to me. I am overwhelmed by 
your kindness and remembering me in prayer. Special thanks to Pastor Scott and Robin for coming to 
Rochester to pray with us the day of my surgery. Your visits were an encouragement and a reassurance of 
God’s love for each of us.  
	 ~In Him, Barb McClung 

Dear Church Family,

I want to thank everyone for their many prayers said on my mom’s behalf over the years. Thank you 
Pastor Scott for praying with my family at the hospital. Thank you Pastor James for your prayers and 
support at the hospital and the nursing home. She was a beautiful soul, full of compassion for others, 
service in her church, and a deep love for her family, and Jesus. Thank you for the many encouraging 
words and cards, what a blessing those words are to me and my family. I wanted to thank the church 
for sending a beautiful “lightbox” for the funeral. We are grateful for all of the love that this church has 
shown.

	 ~Cindi and Steve Snow, and the Yezek Family


Dear Clear Lake Church Family, 

We are so blessed that you continue to pray for us and partner with us financially. We could not stay in 
this without you standing with us. The Lord continues to show us opportunities to reach out into our 
community and beyond with the gospel message. Through continued Bible studies, counseling 
married couples, BIVO, facilitating Gateway courses, and the oh so needed IPI training, we keep full 
schedules. Karla will be traveled to New York in April to run an IPI, this was a full week, plus wearing 
many “hats!” Please pray as she will be hard on her new 2nd knee! Praising God with you all as we 
serve a Risen Savior!

	 ~Barry and Karla Hannant

	  

Dear Church Family, 
To all of those people who seem to always show up when a call goes out I hope and pray that our loving 
God blesses your life to the fullest. Oh how I wish I could join you and honor Him in this manner. Again May 
God bless you.       
	 ~Sue Pals, a thankful church member. 



Last year God made it clear that my ministry was changing. Children 
are a blessing from God. Children are the future of this world. If I 
don’t like the way the world is heading, why do I just talk; why don’t 
I act? To change the world, a country needs to change. To change a 
country, a generation needs to be raised up rooted in God’s word. 
How do I help the kids whose parents are in full-time ministry? What 
can I do for the MK (missionary kid) and the PK (pastor’s kid) and all 
the other kids who have a loving family, but don’t want to go to 
church for another meeting?  
For a strong ministry, we need rock-solid families. For strong 
families, we need a strong couple.  

Life Line was born in my heart.  Having a house for these children to 
spend time in being heard, valued and built up is a way to make a lasting investment in a full-time ministry 
family.  

Who’s my 12? A challenge my church leadership gave was having us identify 12 people to pour ourselves 
into. These are the people we do life-on-life discipleship with. As I thought about my 12, I realized they were 
all kids. Kids, who when I walk in the door, run to me saying, “Hannah!” and give me a big hug. I play with 
them and get down to their level. I want to build a trusting relationship with them. It’s not just about finding 
a place to put the children to keep them quiet. But to see them for what they are, the future.  
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Praises  
1. I took the step of faith in opening up Life Line. 
2. God has blessed me with a man on fire for Him to marry! 

Prayer Requests 
3. Life Line starting this year and how God would like to expand it.  
4. I am getting married June 2, 2018. Pray that God would give me wisdom taking on this new role 

and to give Him the glory. 

Glorifying God  by Pastor Scott Missionary of the Month: Hannah Baxter
May is a month of tremendous transition and preparation. The school year readies 
for completion graduation for those that will no longer be under the school’s care, 
and assignment for those that will be returning to school, but within a new 
classroom. Pots and planters are planned and potted with flowers to enjoy all 
Summer. Gardeners till, plan and plant their gardens as farmers do the same with 
their fields. June brides make final preparations desperately seeking calm to avoid 
being perceived as “bridezilla.” Skis, boots, and poles are put away as water skis, 
wake-boards and tow ropes are brought out of storage. Ice fishing is replaced with 
fishing requiring a bunch of different gear. Snowmobiles are stored properly as 
boats emerge and are cleaned and prepped for summer fun. Snow blowers are 
put away, lawnmowers are ready to go. Winter clothes are washed one final time 
before being put away while summer clothes are brought out to adorn our closets.

Planned or unplanned, our hibernation bodies (with the extra pounds) are to be replaced (arduously) with a 
lighter, trimmer, more agile summer version. Our homes that have been closed up for months, “close that 
door, you’re letting the heat out,” are opened up to let fresh air and children go in and out. Baking is being 
replaced with grilling. Chipping away ice is gladly replaced with ice cubes and ice cream. Birds being most 
vocal of the wildlife move from survival mode to building a nest and starting a family. Their songs have 
changed from short “i’m cold and I’m hungry,” to much more grand “it’s warm outside and I’m in the mood 
for love.” 

Even at church, we follow a similar pattern, our Sunday school pattern gives way to preparation for Vacation 
Bible School. Our Bible studies yield to nice weather that group gatherings become personal reflection and 
devotions. It raises the question, how do we live as Christians, demonstrate our faith, honor God and 
encourage others in the faith journey in and through this time of transition and preparation.  

I would like to offer three suggestions that can truly keep us on target: 1) Psalm 46:10 says, “Be still and 
know I am God.” Let us not be so busy we fail to take time to consider God, His presence in our lives and 
what He wants to show us in and through this list of seasonal activities. He’s not asking for 10% of our time, 
He wants 100% of our life, every moment of everyday, lived in His presence, aware of Him and our 
relationship with Him. 2) 1 Corinthians 10:31 says, “So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all 
for the glory of God.” We don’t have to change our activity, we just need to join God to it. When we’re at 
church, Bible study, or witnessing to someone we are conscious of wanting to honor God with our words and 
actions. But this verse tells us when we mow the lawn, grill burgers, clean house, we are to glorify God. As 
long as an activity is not sinful (and if it is, don’t do it), do it to the glory of God. What is the difference 
between reacting to all the pollen in the air, blowing your nose to the glory of God, or not to the glory of God? 
It’s a matter of consciousness and attitude. Are you aware of living in His presence, are you glad to be in 
relationship with Him? If yes, then you are living for the glory of God. 3) Philippians 2:3-4 tells us, “Do nothing 
out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, rather, in humility, value others above yourselves, not looking to your 
own interests but each of you to the interest of others.” Typically Christians are a helpful lot. Once we finish 
our work (see list above), we will help others with theirs. Yet, God is asking us to take care of others first. That 
is really unnatural, in fact it is supernatural. Only if we take the time to consider God and desire to glorify Him 
can we pull this off. Best wishes, I’ll be praying for me and for you, that we will obey these verses. 
Remember, not so we will be recognized, but so God is glorified.

Peru



Spring appears to have 
finally decided to come out 
of hibernation. Snow is 
melting, people that don’t 
ice fish are outside again, 
and flowers will soon be on 
the scene. Spring is one of 
the most natural analogies 
to the work of salvation in 
the life of the believer. 
What appears to be dead 
is made new again! Trees, 

long missing their leaves, burst to life. Flowers, long 
dormant, begin to slowly reappear. Fields, long bare 
and frozen, will soon be filled with sprouts of beans 
and corn.  

Now, the last thing anyone reading this article needs 
is a lesson on the seasons of North Iowa from a 
non-native Iowan. I clearly have no idea how the 
seasons of North Iowa go as I thought spring was 
to have sprung weeks ago! The point is that not 
only is this regeneration of life a fantastic reminder of 
the new life we enjoy through Christ, it is also a 
fantastic reminder to us to branch out in the way we 
serve the body.  

Honestly, it can be simultaneously overwhelming 
and exciting to sit at the elder board meetings and 
the Let’s Talk Sunday school class and hear the 
various ministry opportunities that are available in 
our church. If you are looking for a way to lock arms 
and serve alongside brothers and sisters in just 
about any type of ministry I implore you to talk to an 
elder, a pastor, or anyone on the various boards and 
I know they would love to help get you plugged in. 
There are opportunities for anything from overseas 
mission trips to a one-to-one discipleship program 
we are hoping to get started. If you’re more of a 
behind the scenes personality there are also 
opportunities to serve through the trustees or the 
deacons. As Paul says in Romans 12:6-8, “We have 
different gifts according to the grace given us. If 
someone’s gift is prophecy, let him use it in 

proportion to his faith; if it is serving, let him serve; if 
it is teaching, let him teach;  if it is encouraging, let 
him encourage; if it is giving, let him give generously; 
if it is leading, let him lead with diligence; if it is 
showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.” There are so 
many ways to serve that the only way we get this 
wrong is if we do not use the gifts that God has so 
generously given each of us.  

Now if you’re anything like me maybe you can at 
times convince yourself that there are just too many 
reasons why you shouldn’t do something. “I could 
do that, but ______ (fill in the blank with any number 
of good reasons why you shouldn’t do it, some 
more legitimate and valid than others).” Peter 
speaks to why it is important to use the gifts we 
have been given. 1 Peter 4:10-11 says, “As each 
has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as 
good stewards of God's varied grace…in order that 
in everything God may be glorified through Jesus 
Christ.” God is glorified when we use our gifts, 
whether they be preaching the word or fixing the 
toilet in the nursery, to serve one another. This 
spring I encourage you to spend some time 
prayerfully reflecting on the ways that you can go 
out on a limb and use the gifts the Lord has blessed 
you with to glorify Him.  
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In addition to bird 
watching, I also enjoy 
pulling large poison-ivy 
vines out of the trees 
in our yard. It’s so sad 
to me to see a huge 
mature t ree dy ing 
because a vine is 
weighing it down and 
b lock ing p rec ious 
sunlight to its leaves. It 
makes me a little mad 

too. A tiny vine was 
allowed to grow unchecked so now it is thick and 
gnarled and very difficult to dislodge around all of 
the tree branches. 

Just this afternoon I spent half an hour trying to 
pull a vine down that had made it to the very top 
branches of the tree. I read online that the poison-
ivy vines use the trees as a way to reach the 
sunlight, but in so doing, kill their host. There is 
nothing more satisfying that pulling with all your 
might and seeing a huge vine tumble down to the 
ground. Crack! Thud! “You’re free!” I shout at the 
beleaguered tree. 

Psalm 1:1-3 says, “Blessed is the one who does 
not walk in step with the wicked or stand in the 
way that sinners take or sit in the company of 
mockers, but whose delight is in the law of the 
Lord, and who meditates on his law day and night.  

That person is like a tree planted by streams of 
water, which yields its fruit in season and whose 
leaf does not wither, whatever they do prospers.”  
Contrast that with Mark 4:18-19: “Still others, like 
seed sown among thorns, hear the word; but the 
worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and 
the desires for other things come in and choke the 
word, making it unfruitful.”  

I want to be a healthy tree, yielding fruit, 
unencumbered by little vines of worry, vain 
ambition and distraction that will become 
enormous and someday hinder my view of the 
Son. This Spring I’m going to ask the Master 
Gardener to come in and do some Spring-cleaning 
and give Him the “all-clear” to yank down any 
vines He finds! I want to be free because it feels so 
much better. Join me in singing the following song.  

“When Death Was Arrested” has the following 
lyrics in its chorus: 

Oh, we're free, free 
Forever we're free 

Come join the song  
Of all the redeemed  
Yes, we're free free 

Forever amen 
When death was arrested  

and my life began 
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Elder Notes: Use Your Gifts! By Brian Jordan 

“As each has received a gift, use it to 
serve one another, as good stewards 
of God’s varied grace…in order that 
in everything God may be glorified 

through Jesus Christ.” 

Worship: Goodbye Vines,  I want to be Free By Carolyn Haugland 


