
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

NEWSLETTER
Highlighting CLEFC’s values of Gospel, Worship, Community, and Mission

March 2018 

CLEFC

Find out what Cory has 
learned about the       
Dead Sea Scrolls (DSS) 
and Second Temple 
Judaism.

Worship 
Cindi Snow

>> see p.4

What’s inside 
Remember to 
pray for our 

missionaries.

“Fully trusting God isn’t 
easy. It is a learning 
process that begins 
with a relationship with 
Him.”

Elder Notes 
Cory Gerdts

>> see p.5
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1310 Highway 18 West 
Clear Lake, Iowa  50428 

clearlakefree.org  

We exist to make disciples by “Sharing Life Transformed by Christ’s Love”

Clear Lake Evangelical 
Free Church

Weekly: 
9:30am: Sunday Worship 

11:00am Sunday School  

6:00pm: High School Ministry 

7:00pm: Tuesdays, Corporate 
Prayer in the Sanctuary 

6:30pm: Wednesday, Student 
Ministry and AWANA 

6:30pm: Thursday Men’s Group 

Special Events: 
3/30: 7:00pm Good Friday 
Service 

Behold and Believe by Pastor James
Hard to believe as it is, March is upon 
us. It’s been a pretty mild winter, all 
things considered, but before we shift 
into thinking winter is completely over 
and passed, I would remind you of the 
Blizzard of 1923 when in the course of a 
week, between 25-30 inches of snow 
fell. That’s not what I’m hoping for, but I 
did want to at least remind you (and 
myself) of the possibility of winter 
sticking around a bit longer, despite the 
melting snow outside my window! 

As we’ve spent the past couple months 
walking through the various genres of 
Psalms and seeing the full range of 
unpolished human emotion through the 
Wisdom, Praise, Lament, Thanksgiving, 
Confidence, and Royal Psalms, we’ve 
been praying and planning for what 
comes next. We are planning, Lord 
willing, to begin walking through the 
Gospel of John toward the end of the 
month and spend the next several 
months working through it. The goal will 
be to behold Jesus, as John the Baptist 
proclaims in the opening chapter, 

“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world” (1:29, 
emphasis added)! 

The aim is not just a passing glance, nor 
is it just a simple stare. The intention 
behind John’s words are to be 
captivated and awestruck. He wants his 
audience, which includes you and I, to 
see Jesus afresh as the Lamb who 
came to lay down His life for His sheep! 
Again, John wants us to move beyond 
observation to something far more 
eternally significant and weighty. What’s 
the point of our beholding? Let’s look at 
John 20:20-31, “Now Jesus did many 
other signs in the presence of the 
disciples, which are not written in this 
book; but these are written so that you 
may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that by believing you 
may have life in his name” (emphasis 
added). 

Continued on Page 2

March at a glance

Community Kitchen
It is our churches responsibility to serve for Community Kitchen during 
February. This is a wonderful opportunity to serve with your family, 
friends, small group or on your own. Please sign up at the Connection 
Center.

Monday, March 19 and Friday, March 23

Men’s Sportmans Retreat

March 

22-29 

Hidden Acres  

hacamps.org

7:00pm Service 
Friday, March 30

http://clearlakefree.org
http://clearlakefree.org
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Behold and Believe (Continued)… 
Did you catch it? Very few biblical authors provide 
us with their purpose for writing. The Apostle 
John’s purpose is fairly straightforward and explicit: 
He wants everyone who reads what he’s written to 
be enthralled by Jesus and moved to the point of 
believing that Jesus is “the Christ, the Son of God!” 
He wants us to believe so that we can have life “in 
his name!” 

The word “believe” is one of John’s favorite words. 
He uses it 98 times in his gospel. The term is 
usually defined as that which considers something 
to be true and therefore worthy of one’s trust. We 
use the word believe in our day to day 
conversation on a regular basis as we evaluate 
something’s trust-worthiness. To believe also 
moves beyond simply trusting in something and 
also entails entrusting oneself to something with 
absolute confidence.  

Biblically speaking, we are confronted with the 
beautiful reality that God himself, and Jesus His 
Son, are the objects of this belief and faith. Their 
nearness and intimacy is offered throughout the 
gospel as not just the objects of our faith but 
whom we hand our lives over to in complete 
confidence, entrusting ourselves and our eternity 
to. Peter says something similar in 1 Peter 4:19. 
There he writes, “Therefore let those who suffer 
according to God's will entrust their souls to a 
faithful Creator while doing good” (emphasis 
added). That’s part of our faith. 

Another thing John does throughout his gospel is 
to make a point to inform his readers, based upon 
the works and signs of Jesus, that there were 
those who either “believed” or “did not believe in 
him.” One of the main reasons he does this is to 
present us, over and over and over, with the only 
two options we have when beholding Jesus 
himself. We can believe or reject; there is no middle 
ground, which is a sobering reality. It’s interesting 
that 59 uses of the word believe (out of the 98 
occurrences), come from the mouth of Jesus 
himself. The term begins to take on more and more 
weight as John and Jesus begin to discuss 
condemnation, eternal life, and imagery such as 
the bread of life, streams of living water, and light 
and darkness.  

In the days ahead we’ll put together a reading plan 
for you as we prepare to walk through this amazing 
gospel together. D.A. Carson writes, “John is 
simple enough for a child to read and complex 
enough to tax the mental powers of the greatest 
minds. As one commentator has put it, this book is 
like a pool in which a child may wade and an 
elephant may swim.” There will be days we will 
wade and others when we will swim! 

I’ll close with John 3:16-18, “For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal 
life. For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him. Whoever believes in 
him is not condemned, but whoever does not 
believe is condemned already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only Son of 
God” (emphasis added). 

Again, the aim is as we walk through the gospel of 
John is simple: Behold Him. Believe Him.  

He alone is worthy. 
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Thank You
Dear fellow Evangelical Free Church Goers 
     Thank you so much to those who were able to come and help me celebrate at my retirement party. I had 
an amazing time seeing and talking to all of you who came. Evangelical Free and its members are very 
special to me and I’m happy to have gotten to share this amazing time with you. 
   ~Thanks again, Mike Kruger 

Thanks to all who helped on Sunday with the dismantling of the Safe T Home in downtown Clear Lake.

     An hour and a half in cold and windy conditions and everyone was smiling! The next opportunity to 
serve this group is in mid August when they are going to display the home at the Steele County Fair.

Hopefully we can send a team up to assist in both the putting up and taking down activities.

   ~Kent Hall


“The intention behind John’s 
words are to be captivated and 

awestruck. He wants his audience, 
which includes you and I, to see 

Jesus afresh as the Lamb who came 
to lay down His life for His sheep!” 

     The Youth For Christ (YFC) Comedy Café, 
featuring comedian Dustin Nickerson, is 
Thursday, March 22, from 6:30 to 8:45pm at 
the Surf Ballroom.  
     The Comedy Café is an annual fundraising 
event that supports the local ministry of North 
Iowa Youth For Christ.  
     The mission board is sponsoring two tables. 
Contact Alyssa Blake-Callaway so we can 
reserve your spot. Please join us in supporting 
this community event. 

We are in need of more take-home containers in the church kitchen. Bring only cool whip or cottage cheese 
containers. Please put them by the microwave in the kitchen. 



At the close of 2017, the dread of facing the daunting year-end process 
alone haunted me. However, in His goodness, God did not leave me 
there. On January 2nd He put a new song in my heart. That day as I 
awoke and prepared to go to the office, the above verse kept running 
through my mind. After pondering it for a while I realized that God was 
giving me a choice: trust Him and rejoice or not trust Him and remain in 
dread. By His grace I chose to trust Him. What a difference that attitude 
change made! 

With a heart of joy, I started the work of closing out the accounting for 
2017 and starting 2018, and God also sent help!! My assistant who 
recently left came in for an afternoon to send 30 plus wires and another 
former assistant, Ken Golding, helped by handling part of the accounting 

for the month of January. With this help we were able to get all the 
government paperwork completed and officially close out 2017 in good order. It was surprising how 
smooth that whole process went. Thanks to you who prayed.  

Besides short-term help, God has also provided some long-term help. Cindy Howard, my replacement 
Accounting Clerk, started in the office earlier this week. While the training has started, it will take time to get 
her settled into her new responsibilities. It will require wisdom, sensitivity and patience in the training 
process that will enable her to succeed. Your prayer for this process is greatly needed.  

Is travel in my near future? International Messengers’ annual Staff Conference is coming up, and it’s been 
requested that I attend. Normally there is no question about going; however, this year it is not so clear. I 
need God’s wisdom to know if I should attend the conference or remain behind to keep everything running 
smoothly in the accounting office. I would covet your prayers for wisdom for this.  

	 ~In His Service, J. Paul and Phyllis 

p.6 p.3

Praises & Prayer Requests 
1. Praise for God’s provision of help and change of perspective that allowed the year-end process to 

go smoothly.  
2. Praise for Cindy’s arrival and pray for her as she settles in and learns her new responsibilities.  
3. Pray for my wisdom and ability to clearly train her.  
4. Pray for God’s clear direction regarding attending Staff Conference in April.  

Surrender: The Path to Victory by Pastor Scott Missionaries of the Month: J. Paul and Phyllis Schmidt
Many aspects of the Christian life can appear to be against conventional wisdom, 
one of these is surrender. Surrender is the path to victory in the Christian life. It is 
evident at the front end when we first receive the Gospel. If one does not surrender 
their will, they fail to exercise the basic element of faith that is required to receive 
salvation. Without surrender one will not and cannot become a Christian.  

Unfortunately, to surrender to the claims of Christ and the message of the Gospel 
for salvation, does not automatically extend into our Christian lives. This is why for 
discipleship we are called on and required to surrender continuously, for we do not 
automatically submit or surrender our will to God. “Whoever wants to be my 
disciple (committed follower of Christ) must deny themselves and take up their 
cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but 

loses their life for me will save it,” Luke 9:23-24. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 speaks to the obligation we have to 
surrender, “Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have 
received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your 
bodies.” This purchase is also conveyed in Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer 
live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God who loved me and 
gave himself for me.” 

Since we have been purchased at a price, the crucifixion of Christ, it is reasonable that we no longer live for 
self, but would choose instead to live for Christ. But the human heart and the human will so lean towards 
self-reliance, self-will, that our natural default is to do things our way, not God’s will. This is tragic because it 
takes us toward self-destruction. None of us get up thinking I’m going to ruin my life today. I’m in charge of 
myself and off I go toward destruction. It should be as simple as, “Lord, you’re smarter than me, so I trust in 
You today. I surrender my will to yours, help me obey, help me live according to your will.” This is the idea 
behind “the living sacrifice” of Romans 12:1-2. Being transformed by the power of Christ, preventing being 
conformed to sin and proving the will of God. This leads to blessing, this leads to growth in our spiritual lives, 
and it leads to victory in our life: faith over effort, obedience over self-destruction, and righteousness over sin. 
We prove to others around us, both believers and unbelievers that God is who He says He is, He does what 
He says He will do and He blesses those that know Him, surrender to Him and obey Him.  

The victorious life is never begrudging or reluctant. In faith we know God is true and His way is best. Our 
surrender does not involve us reluctantly, with hesitation, having our will scraped away from our life. This 
comes from the refreshing shower of the presence and power of the Holy Spirit, washing over us that we can 
avoid harm to ourselves and others, live in faith and power, fully convinced doing things God’s way is 
absolutely the best. 

There are times we significantly choose to surrender to Christ. These are momentous and monumental in our 
Christian development. But they will never eliminate the necessity of having to surrender each and every 
decision to the will of God. The path to victory in the Christian life is through surrender. 



I’ve been taking a class on 
the Dead Sea Scrolls (DSS) 
a n d S e c o n d Te m p l e 
Judaism this semester. It 
has been interesting and 
challenging to say the 
least. There have been 
several things that have 
stood out to me, but 
r e c e n t l y , I ’ v e b e e n 
reflecting on the nature of 
community among the 

writers of the DSS. 

The founders of the DSS community put forth a 
system of ideals based on disagreements in their 
understanding of the Torah (Biblical Law) compared 
with the Jewish political power at the time. It’s safe 
to say that anyone who chose to join the DSS 
community would have been very serious and 
dedicated to the ideals they shared. After all, joining 
the community meant a multi-year initiation period, 
followed by a life-long commitment. And shockingly 
(for a Jew at that time) it meant being separated 
from the Temple sacrifices in Jerusalem. Yet, despite 
their agreement on the details of Jewish Law, the 
members of the DSS community still had lots of 
interpersonal problems. This is evidenced by their 
“Community Rule” scroll, which listed a number of 
strict rules for resolving problems that arose, many 
of which came with harsh penalties, including 
prolonged separation from the community. As a 
result, a simple dispute might require separation for 
over two years before everyone could come back to 
their original standing in the community.  

This is what extreme legalism does to us. It causes 
us to hold on so tightly to the ideas of how things 
should be that we lose sight of the big picture. In 
this case, I think the DSS community lost sight of 
the big picture of the Torah: God’s grace. Without a 
proper understanding of grace, anyone would be 
stuck in a world where the rules become the Savior. 

And then community becomes defined by the rules 
themselves. 

What does this mean for us at CLEFC? Well, if rules 
are a real Savior, we should simply figure out what 
they are, hold to them strictly, sign contracts to 
legally follow them and mete out harsh penalties 
when someone steps out of line. But we don’t claim 
to be rule-followers, we claim to be Jesus-followers.  
And the Gospel of Jesus declares that rules make 
helpful guides but terrible Saviors. As we teach the 
kids at Clear Lake Classical, “Don’t simply follow the 
Standard, Love the Standard!” In other words, we 
don’t have rules because the rules save us, but 
because we know that following God’s rules will be 
for our ultimate good.  

The DSS community was united by a set of rules.  
We are not. We are united by the Gospel of Jesus.  
And the Gospel unites: Not by legalistically adhering 
to a strict set of rules, but by lovingly submitting to 
one another; not by assuming the worst of each 
other or being dismissive, but by giving the benefit 
of the doubt and by graciously working to 
understand another’s position; not by retreating to 
the ear of a third party, but by going to speak 
directly to someone who may have harmed you; not 
through harsh punishments when we sin against 
each other, but by extending mercy and grace 
under the banner of the freedom we have in Christ. 

Let’s learn how to live in genuine community from 
the DSS community. 
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In December, 2016, I 
was at the end stages 
of preparations for a 
m i s s i o n t r i p t o 
Uganda. Two weeks  
before take-off, my 
mother ended up in 
t h e h o s p i t a l w i t h 
p o s s i b l e h e a r t 
p r o b l e m s . S h e 
r e m a i n e d i n t h e 
hospital for a full week 

and my fear was that 
she would be there when I had to leave; not having 
answers, and not knowing if she would get better 
or worse while I was gone. In November, 2017 as I 
was preparing for another trip to Uganda, my 
mother had a stroke. The first week we didn’t 
know if she would even survive it. Praise God, she 
did. But we were still left with questions about how 
much she would recover. She was at Good 
Shepherd at the time of take-off. Again, I left 
wondering if she would be better or worse when I 
got back. I was faced with a question that I 
needed to have answers for. Would you want any 
bad news while you were gone, or wait until you 
got back. Well, I didn’t need time to think. I replied 
right away as I would be surrounded by brothers 
and sisters who would lift me (and my family) up in 
prayer. I would be cared for. As I prepare to go on 
these mission trips I feel like Satan likes to attack 
where it hurts the most and tries to stop me from 
doing God’s kingdom work. 

I processed these thoughts and feelings about 
how Satan was attacking me right before we were 
to leave with Randy and Tim during our prayer 
time this past December. Through tears we prayed 
that I could fully lay my trust in Jesus and be able 
to focus on the daily tasks that God has before me 
during the mission trip. I didn’t want to carry the 
burden of worry or fear to distract me from fully 
experiencing the journey of the mission: sharing 
Christ’s love, teaching His Good News, praying, 
worshiping, and deepening relationships with my 

Ugandan family. The best and only option I had 
was to lay my fear and worries at the foot of the 
cross and trust that my Lord and Savior would 
gladly take care of them for me. And He did. 
Praise God. 

As my mom prepares to leave the safety net of the 
nursing home on her 74th birthday, this week, I am 
prepared to fully trust that my worries and fears will 
be taken care of by the One who tells me, “Come 
to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I 
will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). 

For someone like myself, who likes to think I am in 
control, it is hard to give control away and to want 
to have a say in the end result. I had to learn, 
through prayer and my ever-growing relationship 
with Christ, how to give over full control. Let’s face 
it, I never really had control to begin with. I can 
testify that when I, through prayer, lay my burdens 
down, I do feel the peace that is promised in 
Philippians 4:7, “And the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” Below are 
lyrics to a song that always reminds me that when 
worries weigh me down, He will lift me back up. 

God Will Lift Your Head by Jars of Clay 
Give to the wind your fear 
Hope and be undismayed 

God hears your sighs and counts your tears 
God will lift up, God will lift up, lift up your head 

(Chorus) God will lift up your head 
He will lift up your head 

Leave to His sovereign way 
to choose and to to command 

then shall we wandering on His way 
know how wise and how strong 

how wise and how strong 
Through waves and clouds and storms 

He gently clears the way 
Wait because in His time, so shall this night 

soon end in joy, soon end in joy! 
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Elder Notes: Community and the Dead Sea Scroll Sect                              
By Cory Gerdts  

“We don’t have rules because the 
rules save us, but because we know 
that following God’s rules will be for 

our ultimate good.” 

To The Cross I Come By Cindi Snow 


