
 

 

 
 

 

NEWSLETTER
Highlighting CLEFC’s values of Gospel, Worship, Community, and Mission
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Elder Notes 
Matt Sauer

>> see p.5

What’s inside 
Vacation Bible 
School, June 

4-7, 9am-noon!

Find out what goes into 
picking music out each 
week for our worship 
service. 

Worship 
Emily Gerdts

>> see p.4
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1310 Highway 18 West 
Clear Lake, Iowa  50428 

clearlakefree.org  

We exist to make disciples by “Sharing Life Transformed by Christ’s Love”

Clear Lake Evangelical 
Free Church

Weekly: 
9:30am: Sunday Worship 

11:00am Sunday School  

6:00pm: High School Ministry 

7:00pm: Tuesdays, Corporate 
Prayer in the Sanctuary 

6:30pm: Wednesday, Student 
Ministry 

6:30pm: Thursday Men’s Group 

Special Events: 
6/4-7: Vacation Bible School  
6/7: VBS Family Event 
6/24: Apple Valley/Oakwood 
         Services 
6/30: Family Serving Trip 

Hidden Acres Camps: 
5:1-31: Youth Summer Camps 
throughout the month 

From Clear Lake to the Tenderloin  by Pastor James
In March I flew to San Francisco for a 
few days to do a pre-visit for our 
upcoming mission trip. I met with local 
ministry leaders, saw a few of the places 
we will be serving, and tried some of the 
ethnic restaurants our team will be 
experiencing. It was a time full of 
extremes. There is remarkable beauty, 
wealth, and privilege right next to or 
across the street from incredible 
p o v e r t y , b r o k e n n e s s , a n d 
homelessness. Silicon Valley is one of 
the most affluent places on the planet, 
where the rich and powerful live and 
p l a y . I n m a n y o f t h e s a m e 
neighborhoods live those who are 
extremely destitute and impoverished. 
Estimates are hard to accurately nail 
down, but there are a significant number 
of individuals and families, to include 
many children, living on the streets and 
in shelters.  

The homeless population in San 
Francisco and the surrounding areas 
seems to grow daily, as outrageous 
housing costs even prevent many 

middle class families from purchasing in 
such a crazy housing market. A meager 
one-bedroom apartment in an average 
neighborhood in San Francisco runs 
around $4,000 per month! Thousands 
of people live a paycheck away from the 
streets as the elderly, immigrant families, 
and others try to survive. One of the 
trends that doesn’t help their plight, 
which is becoming increasingly more 
common in larger cities is what is called 
gentrification.  

Gentrification is usually seen as the 
revitalization of an area of town or part 
for a community that has been 
industrialized or run down for a period of 
time. Investors go in, buy up property 
and old buildings family inexpensively, 
renovate and improve the area, 
revitalizing it for future growth. On the 
surface that sounds great. Usually those 
who lose are those who’ve lived in the 
economically depressed area for long 
periods of time. 

Continued on Page 2

June at a glance

Matt challenges us to 
use a three word prayer: 
Are you willing?

http://clearlakefree.org
http://clearlakefree.org
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Thank YouRent skyrockets as abandoned warehouses are 
turned into luxury loft condominiums. Those who 
can afford the astronomical prices move in; those 
who can’t are forced elsewhere.  

Poverty, drugs, underemployment, literacy, AIDS, 
crime, and violence take a daily toll on the people 
of San Francisco. An estimated ten percent of all 
San Francisco residents lived in poverty in 2016. 
The Housing and Urban Development office in 
San Francisco recently revised their data on 
income and poverty. They now say a family of 
four in San Francisco or San Mateo County with 
an income of $105,350 is now considered “low 
income.” For Alameda and Contra Costa County, 
$80,400 is considered low income. Those 
numbers are staggering.  

One of the areas most visibly at the center of all 
of the upheaval and turmoil in San Francisco is 
called the Tenderloin. It’s a gritty and notorious 
area near Chinatown. It supposedly got its name 
from a time in the past when police officers would 
turn a blind eye to crime or even take bribes from 
criminals. Crime not being corral led or 
prosecuted brought about more crime and those 
police officers were able to afford Tenderloin for 
dinner as a result. The name has stuck. 

On the surface, it may seem hopeless and 
destitute. But as believers, we know that’s not 
how we are to look at the world (see especially 2 
Corinthians 5:16). As we look at the world 
created by God and for His glory the way the 
gospel demands us to, there is great hope for the 
future of San Francisco and the people who call it 
home. Both small and large organizations, church 
communities, and followers of Christ seek to 
alleviate the suffering and shine God’s light in very 
dark places every single day.  

We are heading to San Francisco for six days 
where we’ll sweat together, laugh together, pray 
together, serve together, and be provided with 
many opportunities to live out and share our faith 
together and we need your help! We will be  

joining up with City Service Mission, a ministry 
that serves year-round in the city, to work in soup 
kitchens, food pantries, homeless shelters, 
community outreach centers, and transitional 
facilities. We will have a number of opportunities 
to serve those relegated to the sidelines by 
culture. The beauty of this trip is that it was a 
great entry-level urban mission trip for our 
students, parents, and leaders, with the hope 
that it will open their eyes and hearts for 
continued future mission opportunities, both 
stateside and abroad. You can give financially, 
but more importantly, you can pray!  

We will serve with a number of strategic ministry 
sites throughout the city that are doing incredible 
work serving those in need. Pray for their ability 
to continue amidst economic hardships and 
increasing costs to serve, especially with the 
housing crisis they are currently facing. We will 
serve many at-risk children in the greater SF Bay 
area and Oakland, who have been directly and 
drastically effected by gentrification and poverty. 
Many of the children we’ll serve live very broken 
lives. 

We hope you see the value in what we’re going 
to do while we’re there. As you can imagine, a 
trip like this requires financial support from a 
number of people. In order to fully fund our 
mission trip we need to raise about $1200 per 
person. The individual cost includes ministry 
expenses for CSM, airfare, transportation, and 
food. If you would be willing to support us 
financially, we would be very grateful. If you feel 
led to share in this ministry, you can make a tax-
deductible donation by check payable to Clear 
Lake Evangelical Free Church and turn it into the 
office. Thank you for your support of us. We 
hope you’ll join us at the upcoming “I Am Sent” 
recap on Sunday, August 5, from 11am-12pm as 
well. As you pray, here’s our group: James and 
Nate Allen, Lil Bergan, Lonnie, Alena, Alex, and 
Roman Gabrielson, Jenni and Makenna Sauer, 
Brian and Hudson Smith, and Cindi Snow! 

As many of you have already heard about the ceiling mess in the Fireside room a couple of weeks ago, and 
saw the picture in an email, now it is time to be sure to thank the people that volunteered there time to 
clean it up. Judy Harms, Allen Geilenfeld, Patty Meints, Steve Livingston, Cecil Hill, Ray Faust, Bill Kennedy, 
Gary Johnson, and Fred and Maxine Cobb, thank you! What looked like an impossible task that was sure 
to take all day to clean, it took only half of the day.  

Dear Evangelical Free Church, 
Your kind words and thoughts honoring Ruth are much appreciated. Thank you for your friendship, the 
flowers, and all the prayers for mom. 
	 ~God Bless, the Family of L. Ruth Hill 

Dear Evangelical Free Church Family,

Thank you for the 90th birthday gift. 

	 ~Dale Gettis 

Meals on Wheels 
Our church is responsible for providing Meals on Wheels for the month of July. There are two separate 
routes, (each route will take about an hour). We need 3-4 people per day Monday through Friday. We 
are hoping for volunteers to sign up a week at a time, but if you can only help a few days, that is 
appreciated as well. If you would like to participate in serving the Clear Lake Community sign up at the 
Connection Center. 

Family Serving Trip 
Saturday, June 30 in Minneapolis. We will have lunch at Midtown Global Market (11am-1pm) ant then 
serve 2 shifts at Feed My Starving Children (2-4pm then 4:30-6:30pm); ages 5 and older can 
participate. Please sign up on the back of the Connection Card.  

Thanks to those of you that sent a card, came for visitation or sent memorials in memory of my aunt, 
Ruth Hill.   It meant a lot to Steve, Ed, Brian, myself and family members.   We have a very caring 
church.

	 ~Glenys Schloemer




Haiti Care Mission is compassion ministry to the children of Haiti.  
We share the love of Jesus with the children of Haiti through 
teaching and distributing items of love. We serve alongside lifelong 
missionaries in the field to teach the children Bible lessons and then 
leave a gift of love in their hands. The gifts are handmade items 
such as dresses, shorts, backpacks, and toys.  We are also blessed 
with several opportunities to serve the people of Haiti through 
administrative work and construction work. Lance has worked on 
building projects, electrical work, and helping develop 
microenterprise for Haitian ministries. Most recently, he was able to 
install solar power equipment to a church/school in a very remote 
area of the mountains of Haiti. We have assisted with Bible booklet 
project which provides mini-Bible books for the school 

children. Over the past years, we have worked on a goat distribution project, which provides goats to the 
school children so they can help provide income for their families as well as learn valuable animal care 
skills. In addition, we promote and assist with a child sponsorship program to allow underprivileged children 
to attend school. 

Blessings,  
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Praises  
1. Praise God for His continual provision for this ministry, from gifts of love and funding to do His work. 
2. Thank God for sparing our lives and protecting us during a car accident last month. 
3. Praise the Lord for successful and safe trips into Haiti over the past 5 years. 

Prayer Requests 
4. Please pray for more monthly supporters for the ministry so we can bring increase to His work. 
5. Please pray for wisdom to do all things in God's timing. 
6. Please pray for us as we plan our next trips and ministry work. 

Get in Gear by Pastor Scott Missionaries of the Month: Lance and Lynn Anderson
A man and his wife moved to an acreage, fulfilling a lifelong dream after leaving the 
city. With 4.5 acres to mow, he bought a tractor with an underneath mower to 
tackle the job. The motor hummed in beautiful perfection indicating an abundance 
of power for it’s designed purpose. Yet, as beautiful as the motor ran, the man was 
unable to mow his yard. He was unaware and had never learned he had to engage 
the clutch to be able to put the tractor in gear, never able to access the power of 
the motor to mow his yard. Finally, he had a neighbor come over and show him 
how to put the tractor in gear so the power of the motor was converted into work 
accomplished.  

In this simple illustration can we imagine the motor represents the power of Christ, 
true supernatural spiritual power, and the work to be accomplished is each of us

personally and corporately fulfilling what has been given to us to do in Ephesians 2:10, which says, “For we 
are God’s handiwork (tractor and mower) created in Christ Jesus to do good works (the yard) which God 
prepares in advance for us to do.” Too many Christians and too many churches operate contentedly listening 
to the whir of a finely tuned engine (the power of Christ) without accessing it for mission or ministry. There 
appears to be a safety in keeping the power away from activity. It is much easier to accurately assess what 
can be done, without bringing all this power into the mix. “We only have to fix a meal and bring it over by 5!” 
“We are only serving in the nursery.” “It makes sense, keep the cost down and get by with what we’ve got.” 
This can even be possible among spiritual leaders and pastors. “I’ve served communion a hundred times, I 
could do it in my sleep.” “I am so busy this week, going to have to cut corners on sermon prep, but it’s ok, 
I’ve done Romans before.” Unfortunately, human beings are creatures of habit. The more familiar we are with 
a situation, a ministry, a mission, the easier it is to attempt in our own strength. This contributes greatly to the 
weakness and lack of impact the church of America has had on culture. We have not pushed Christianity into 
our culture. The world has pushed its culture into Christianity, while Christians contentedly listen to the 
comforting whir of Christ’s infinite power.  

It is riskier to bring infinite power into our lives by living for Christ. Our ability to qualify and quantify what this 
will look like is now a blur, for we do not have to respond what we can do, but we have to be prepared for 
what God will do. It’s not only about us or for us, but will impact others. This power will spill over effecting 
lives of family, friends, and community, to which we must now also respond. Whew! It is so much easier and 
controllable when we do it ourselves and just listen to the soothing sound of Christ’s infinite power. No one 
else can decide for you, you must decide for yourself, “will I live in gear with the power of Christ, or safely 
knowing it’s there when I need it?” Together as a church, you must decide will everything we do be with or 
without the power of Christ? The difference is drastic; the difference is eternal. Are we going to be different, 
seeking Christ’s power in everything we do, or will we look contented and comfortable like most of the rest? 
Come on, we can do it, let’s get in gear!

“You must decide for yourself, will I live in gear with the power of Christ, or 
safely knowing it’s there when I need it? Together as a church, you must 
decide will everything we do be with or without the power of Christ?” 

Florida“Thank you for your faithful 
support and encouragement.        

We are only able to go because of 
people like you who send us. ” 



In our Vision Guide, 
under Community, we 
read, “We believe that 
the vehicle through 
which discipleship is 
m o s t p r i m e d f o r 
e f f e c t i v e n e s s i s a 
c h u r c h o f l o v i n g 
disciples, striving to 
obediently live out The 
Great Commandment 
of loving God with every 

fiber of their being and loving neighbor as self.” 
  
Notice that we want to be a discipleship oriented 
church that is driven by our love for each other as 
an overflow of what God is doing in and through 
us. Would I say we are there? No. Would I say we 
are heading in the right direction? Yes.  
  
There are so many servants among us that are our 
examples in this kind of love.  Can they preach a 
sermon? Most, likely not. Can they lead a Sunday 
school class? Most would not feel gifted for that.  
Would most of them feel comfortable up front on 
Sunday mornings to pray? Likely not.   Not all of us 
are gifted in those areas.  The Bible is also full of 
examples of people that knew a lot and that 
knowledge got in the way of them seeing the point.  
  
After studying 1 John in Sunday School this last 
month and watching real servants God has put all 
around me, has left me challenged to strive toward 
obediently living out a Kingdom Love for others.  
Even being around my mom this last weekend, I 
was challenged in this direction. Our family met up 
with the Oklahoma side in Kansas City and were 
joined by two former pastors and their wives from 
my home church.  Both pastor’s wives pulled me 
aside separately and shared with me how they have 
been challenged by my mom’s example of Kingdom 
Love for others.  My mom, Mary, is known for 
“adopting” kids with needs from school where she 
has been a cook for thirty years. In addition, the 

number of different families that share a table with 
my parents is another good example. I share as an 
example of what God is showing me.      
  
So what does this mean for all of us?  
  
Be ready. God is on the move! He wants to move 
through willing hearts, souls, hands, and feet.  
Corporately that could look like a new pastor that 
challenges our status quo.  It could be a missionary 
opening our eyes to a completely new people 
group.  It could be adopting local needs as a LiNC 
group. It could also be as basic as how we treat 
each other.  Like giving to the Deacon Fund or 
humbly making your own needs known. Too often, 
we (including myself) are affected by our own pride 
to the point that we do not allow the body of Christ 
to love us and be there when we need help. 

  
Personally, this could mean many things too. First.  
An honest prayer. “God use me.”  Maybe tie a string 
around your finger to keep praying that. Don’t be 
surprised when the Holy Spirit shows you a need.  
He will.  Don’t be surprised if He is asking for 
something that might inconvenience you.  Let’s try 
it! Also let’s see who read’s this. I think an untapped 
resource is the excitement that comes of hearing 
testimonies of God being on the move. So email me 
your stories I want to share with everyone of how 
you have seen God on the move by praying, “God 
use me.” 
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Th is pas t Sunday 
while we were singing 
Psalm 62, I was so 
moved by the strength 
o f o u r s i n g i n g , 
especially during the 
line, “I’ll set my gaze 
on God along and 
t r u s t i n H i m 
completely. With every 
day pour out my soul 
and He will prove His 

mercy.” I wish you 
could have been standing next to me and heard it 
yourself. It was so powerful and awesome! 

I recently read, “Not all singing churches are 
healthy churches, but all healthy churches are 
singing churches” (Getty, 2017). One thing I 
appreciate about CLEFC is our commitment to 
singing God’s Word every week. In case you’re 
unaware, there are particular themes when it 
comes to song choice that are intentionally 
incorporated into each service.  To open, we sing a 
song that has a gathering theme and is generally a 
little more upbeat. Next we transition to a song 
with an adoration theme, one that focuses on our 
deep love and respect for Christ. Then a song is 
chosen that has a confessional element to it. This 
helps us recognize our sinfulness and need for 
Jesus. And then typically if we do a fourth song in 
the set it will have an assurance of pardon theme. I 
also always try to have at least one song that 
focuses on the cross. Sometimes the order is 
switched up but generally we try to sing songs that 
hit on these themes.   

Another consideration in selecting songs is making 
sure not every song focuses on us. There are so 
many songs that are only written from our 
perspective, my needs, my wants, what I’ve done, 
etc,. This isn’t a bad thing at all, but we don’t want 
every song we sing to come from that perspective. 

In my opinion, it is important for the majority of 
songs that are sung to focus on Christ, His work, 
His character, and His life. If you were here two 
weeks ago, I incorporated what I referred to as an 
“introit” or a short instrumental interlude that 
allowed us time to quiet our hearts and focus our 
thoughts on Jesus. I had some positive feedback 
after the service of people who appreciated that 
time and so I may be adding that more frequently 
in the future. And lastly, to finish the service a song 
is chosen that complements the sermon and really 
brings the message home.  

In the book I referenced earlier, there are 
discussion questions posed at the end of each 
chapter. Here are a few I found helpful and thought 
you’d appreciate too: 

1.) If I were a visitor to your church and knew 
nothing of the gospel, what would your church 
m u s i c ( s e l e c t i o n s , p r e s e n t a t i o n , a n d 
congregational engagement) convey to me about 
your faith and understanding of the gospel? 

2.) How do you prepare for church prior to the 
service? On Saturday night? Throughout the 
week? 

3.) What changes might you suggest for your 
church to be more engaged as a God-focused, 
gospel-centered singing community of faith?  

Taken from, Sing! How worship transforms your 
life, family, and church, by Keith & Kristyn Getty.  
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Elder Notes: God, Use Me! By Matt Sauer 

“Be ready. God is on the move! He 
wants to move through willing 
hearts, souls, hands, and feet.” 

Worship: Song Choices By Emily Gerdts 


