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NEWSLETTER
Highlighting CLEFC’s values of Gospel, Worship, Community, and Mission

January 2018 

CLEFC

“If you cannot express 
yourself well on each of 
your beliefs, work and 
study until you can.”

Worship 
Carolyn Haugland

>> see p.6

What’s inside 
Happy New 

Year!

Offices closed 

January 1.

“I can combat those 
doubts and 
condemning voices in 
my head with the 
realization that I’m 
forgiven!”

Elder Notes 
Greg Nicholas

>> see p.5
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1310 Highway 18 West 
Clear Lake, Iowa  50428 

clearlakefree.org  

We exist to make disciples by “Sharing Life Transformed by Christ’s Love”

Clear Lake Evangelical 
Free Church

   

Weekly: 
9:30am: Sunday Worship 

11:00am Sunday School  

6:00pm: High School Ministry 

7:00pm: Tuesdays, Corporate 
Prayer in the Sanctuary 

6:30pm: Wednesday, Student 
Ministry and AWANA 

Special Events: 
1/14: First Step Class 

Offices Closed January 1 

Board Meetings: 
1 / 9 : 1 0 : 0 0 a m D e a c o n /
Deaconess Meeting 

Starting the Year in Genuine Worship by Pastor James
One of the amazing things about the 
Psalms is that we get a front row seat to 
the full range of unpolished human 
emotion. There is everything from joy 
and excitement to frustration and anger 
on display. Some are individual; others 
are corporate. In the midst of it all, we 
are confronted time and again with the 
bigness and kindness of a sovereign 
and loving God. Don Carson writes, 
“The overall theme celebrates God’s 
sovereign rule as the Great King over all 
things.” Because God is the central 
figure in this songbook, we can come to 
Him in the midst of life’s circumstances 
with whatever emotions we are facing. 

John Calvin described the Psalms as 
“an anatomy of all the parts of the soul, 
since every experience, every emotion, 
all the heights and depths, all the joys 
and sorrows, all the mysteries of human 
life, are  here.” Martin Luther said the 
Psalms are “the Bible in miniature.” We 
tend to want to approach God in very 
refined and put together ways instead of 
allowing the raw emotion and gritty 

genuineness of our daily life and 
experiences to be part of our worship. 
Alec Motyer says of the Psalmists that 
at times “their prayers shock us 
because of their realism.” But should 
they shock us?  

We’re going to spend twelve weeks 
starting New Year’s Eve and running 
through Spring Break looking at six 
different genres of Psalms and how we 
are called to worship God in the midst 
of all of life’s varying circumstances, 
hence, “Genuine Worship.” The genres 
we’ll spend time looking at include: 
P r a i s e , L a m e n t , T h a n k s g i v i n g , 
Confidence, Royal, and Wisdom 
Psalms. 

One aim as we do is to keep our eyes 
on the sovereign rule of God as the 
Great King over all things. There will be 
weeping and tears and joy and 
exuberance and hope and confidence 
and uncertainty.  

Continued on Page 2

January at a glance

This New Year’s Day,
We are reminded that by Your amazing grace,

Each day is new,
Fresh and bursting with love,

From here to eternity.
Thank you Lord. 

http://clearlakefree.org
http://clearlakefree.org
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Starting the Year in Genuine Worship 
(Continued)… 
But beneath the surface and beyond the veneer of 
those emotions and experiences that the individual 
Psalmists are writing from, is God Himself. He is 
there as a Loving Father tenderly kneeling next to 
His child. He is painted as a Patient Shepherd 
going to the extremes to lead and protect a 
wandering flock. He is also powerfully held up as a 
Benevolent King seated unwaveringly on His 
throne, unfazed by the drama of life and enemy.  

When we read the Psalms, we may tend to think 
they are arranged haphazardly or without an 
editorial emphasis. But one of the amazing things 
is revealed in precisely how the Psalter (Book of 
Psalms) is divided up into five separate books. 
Book 1 runs from Psalm 1-41; Book 2: 42-72; 
Book 3: 73-89; Book 4: 90-106; Book 5: 107-150. 
When you look at them individually before putting 
them side by side, it shows the mastery of what 
the editor wanted to emphasize about God and His 
unfolding plan of salvation in His Son, our King, 
Jesus Christ! 

Book 1 shows that God puts His King in the world 
and on the throne. The King put on Mount Zion 
(Ps2) as the fulfillment of the Righteous man (Ps1) 
and David is the primary author throughout Book 
1. The overall theme is one of lament because of 
David’s failures as a king. Book 2 reveals God’s 
King trusts in God. Now other voices join David’s, 
moving from individual lament into national  

lament and concern. The Book ends on a high 
note with Psalm 72 and the promise of a King with 
a universal reign. 

Book 3 reveals the story of God punishing His 
King. As the Book of Crisis, Book 3 opens with 
personal and national difficulty and doubting God’s 
justice (Ps73) and closes with questions of God 
about His commitment to the Davidic Covenant 
(Ps89). Book 4 reveals that God is still King even 
though the earthly kingdom is gone. Book 4 marks 
a significant turning point in the book of Psalms 
and a return to a time with no earthly king: the time 
of Moses (Ps90) and celebrates God’s rule as a 
King (93-99). We’ll see Book 4 answer the despair 
Book 3 raises by pointing beyond the Davidic King 
to the God of the covenant. 

It all wraps up in Book 5, which rings with the 
theme: God’s King will come! It recounts God’s 
covenant faithfulness as David returns to 
prominence as author. The Book ends by extolling 
David as the Lord’s anointed king (Ps144), and 
God himself as the Divine King (Ps145), echoing 
Psalms 1-2. Psalm 149 anticipates God’s victory 
over the rebellion introduced in Psalm 2. It really is 
a beautiful and masterfully edited collection of 
songs, which we are invited to sing along to and 
with both individually and corporately as we await 
our returning King, the Lord Jesus Christ! Be sure 
to join us for the series! 
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Thank You
Fred and I want to thank all the wonderful church friends that helped move us and also brought lunch for the 
group. Everything went well. God’s glory shined through these thoughtful people. God takes care of our 
needs in outstanding ways through His devoted servants. Thanks to all of you caring people. 
	 ~Fred and Maxine Cobb 

Dear Clear Lake Evangelical Free Church,

You have been partnering with us in our Wycliffe Ministry for 13 years! We are humbled and blessed by 
your generosity and faithfulness. You are helping to make this happen: Laughter and exuberant 
applause erupts from the congregation at a Sunday morning service in Goma, Democratic Republic of 
the Congo. The pastor, who normally preaches in Swahili, has just told a Bible story in their heart 
language, Nyanga.

	 ~Grateful for you, Tim and Nicole Fox.


To Clear Lake Evangelical Free Church Family, 
Thank you for the beautiful fall mum plant for mom’s funeral It was greatly appreciated along with the 
sympathies expressed by so many of our friends at this time. We are sad, but rejoice in the fact that mom 
was a believer and that we will be seeing her later on in Heaven. 
	 ~Mike and Marilyn Morton 

Dear Church Family,

Thank you so much for teaming up with me in God’s calling. I am learning a lot about stepping out in 
faith to obey God when He calls me to do something new, and I am unclear how it will go. I am very 
excited to see God open doors for ministries in 2018 and very grateful for all the doors God opened in 
2017. Thank you for the monthly support and prayer! We are in a battle, but on the winning side 
because it was finished at the cross! Keep growing and seeking God!

	 ~God bless, Hannah Baxter


To Clear Lake Evangelical Free Church Family, 
Thank you so much for the Christmas gift from the Harvest Festival. It means a lot to me. 
	 ~Gary Schultz 

Dear Church Family,

We would like to Thank everyone for the many acts of kindness shown to us with the Home-going to 
Heaven of our Mother, Joyce. The presence of ones driving such distance for her services, the beautiful 
bouquet of flowers from church, the wonderful cards, booklets, memorial gifts, as well as the many 
heartfelt interactive expressions of sympathy and support for our family has been appreciated more 
than words can say. God Bless You!

	 ~In Gratitude, The entire Peterson family




“Oh, how the Lord 
works in mysterious 
ways.”  That thought 
has gone through my 
mind so many times as 
I moved my life to 
Clear Lake, IA the fall 
of 2015. I was born 
a n d r a i s e d o n a 
c o u n t r y f a r m i n 
Randalia, Iowa located 
by our family business 
called “Zupke Sand 
and Gravel.” I am the 
third oldest of 10 so 

you can imagine how crazy our house was and still 
is!  My family started doing short-term trips with IM 
when I was 16 and have done many trips since.  
What an absolute life changing experience those 
camps were and still are for me.  One time during 
a camp in Egypt, a young person came up to me 
and asked, “Why did God let my mother die?” I 
panicked for several seconds but quickly cried out 
in my heart, “Jesus, Help!” He put words in my 
mouth which to this day I still don’t remember. God 
put me in many of those situations where it felt like 
I was hanging off a cliff, and I had nothing to do 
but let myself fall into His hands. All I could do was 
simply trust Him. 

So what do I do at IM? My title is Administrative  

Assistant which really means that I do a little bit of 
everything. With that title comes all the “tasky” stuff 
like answering the phone, office up-keep, ordering 
supplies, keeping coffee in the cupboard, but that 
is just the surface to what I really do. Below the 
“tasky” stuff is having the opportunity to daily serve 
and love our staff. This is what I love the most and 
really what sums up what I do. I am able to be a 
part of the work God is doing through and in each 
of them. By pouring encouragement into their lives 
and believing in what God has put before them in 
ministry. I have the chance to lift them up before 
the Father in prayer and bear with them in their 
pain and struggles through everyday life. God 
bringing me here to serve with IM was completely 
unexpected but what a blessing it has been! Isaiah 
55:9 comes to mind, which says, “My ways are 
higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your 
thoughts.” Oh, how the Lord works in mysterious 
ways, and I am thankful for it. 
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Praises and Prayer Requests 
1. It has been amazing how the Lord has given me a community out of the Clear Lake Evangelical 

Free Church. Thank you for the support and care! 
2. Thankful for the grace God gives me every day for my work with IM. He keeps faithfully providing 

what I need. 
3. Letting the presence of God fill my heart with worshipful thankfulness as I do my daily tasks. 
4. Keeping my eyes open for opportunities to bless and show the love of Christ to those around me in 

the office, as I write emails or communicate by phone to our staff and others. 
5. Casting the cares of my life and job at the feet of Jesus and letting Him carry them for me. 

Joy by Pastor Scott Missionaries of the Month: Hannah Zupke

Continued: Did You Know You Are A Theologian 
A final statement from Chambers: “Always make it a 
practice to stir your own mind thoroughly to think 
through what you have easily believed. Your 
position is not really yours until you have made it 

your own through suffering and study.” Our body 
will grow, not just in numbers, but more importantly 
in fruitfulness for the Kingdom as individual believers 
hone their theology.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________
_

spiritual, it comes from God. 1 Corinthians 4:7 clarifies that joyful Christians cannot boast in having joy, joy has 
been received. Ephesians 1:3 adds “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.” Joy is spiritual, it is sourced in God, 
and it has been supplied to every believer by Christ, Himself, (John 15:11) and no one can take it away (John 
16:22). 

So how do we understand joy in our lives? It is sourced by God and supplied to every believer, and since it is 
God-given, no one can take it away from you. Yet it is the demonstration of our connectedness to God and the 
fruitfulness of that relationship. So if we have lots of joy, praise God, this is from Him. If we don’t, we don’t 
have to go out and find it, it exists in the core of our being, given to us by Christ.  

Be strengthened in your spirit, in your heart, your mind, and your will. Joy has been given to us as a constant 
companion. From Jesus’ own words we know nothing can take away our joy. So, you may say, “why are there 
times I don’t feel like I have any joy?” 

Let me use an analogy; Ephesians 5:18 tells us that we are to be filled with the Holy Spirit. That does not mean 
when we are filled we have more of the Spirit. It means when we are filled with the Spirit we are submissive to 
His authority over our lives. Our yieldedness allows for greater expression of the Spirit in and through our lives, 
in our thoughts, our will, and our actions. In the same way, joy is always there, yet it is also to be produced as 
spiritual fruit. We are not more joyful when we work hard to be more joyful. We are more joyful when we live 
submissive to God’s authority in our lives. We do not need to have to go out and find joy, we have to allow the 
Spirit to bring it out of us. That will be evident in and through us. May we be committed followers of Christ, 
confident in a fuller expression of His Spirit and His joy as we live for Him.  

The expression of joy in our lives flows with gratitude. This will be discussed in the next article. 

Joy is distinguished from happiness by circumstances. Circumstances form the 
foundation for happiness. Joy is a constant, not determined by circumstances but 
by faith, being rightly related to God through Christ. As Christians, we know those 
who always seem to have joy and unfortunately those, though believers, never 
seem to latch onto joy. Is joy something to be pursued like a guest, a character 
trait to develop, or something sourced outside ourselves? Why is this important for 
us to understand? 

Based on the description above, if joy is to be expressed through our lives then it is 
necessary for us to understand it. We have competing expressions of joy in the 
New Testament. Galatians 5:22 lists joy as a fruit of the Spirit, instructing us this is 
not something mankind can produce naturally. It is super-natural, therefore its 



In the last article I wrote for 
The Newsletter I focused 
on aiming at what matters; 
living life intentionally, with 
purpose, and referenced 
the big question: What is 
the purpose of the church? 
Why does the church exist 
and how do we know if our 
particular body is pursuing 
the things that matter most 
to God? I challenged all of 

us to go to our website, read the “Vision Guide” that 
was developed over several years of concerted 
effort and then to make a practice of re-reading it 
every 3 months in order to conduct a regular 
checkup of whether we are on track or off. If you are 
anything like me, unless I remind myself regularly of 
what the goal is, it is far too easy to get distracted 
and begin to wrestle with whatever the biggest 
issues are in my life at the moment. It takes effort 
and discipline to concentrate, focus, and stay on 
task. So let’s dive back into that question. 

One of the adult Sunday School classes is going 
through a short book entitled “The Life of the 
Church” by Joe Thorn. It is a quick read but is 
chock full of biblical principles that help to answer 
the question of what the local body of Christ should 
be focused on. Mr. Thorn posits that one of the 
absolute highest priorities of the local church is to 
make disciples. Our class has had some great 
conversation on that and one of the things we 
discussed is the Great Commission’s emphasis on 
discipleship rather than evangelism. As believers we 
are obviously called to reach out to the lost with the 
Gospel but we cannot ignore our responsibility to 
focus on the growth of believers in our midst. That 
is why we offer many different opportunities each 
week to engage in ministries that will help everyone 
from the smallest to the tallest grow in their 
knowledge and understanding of God’s word. In his 
book, Mr. Thorn makes the statement that, “all  

Christians are theologians!” Did you know that 
you’re a theologian? I hadn’t thought about it, but if     
I had, I probably would have assigned that 
designation to the seminary professors and 
intellectual heavyweights who publish large volumes 
of deeply theological books, not ordinary folks like 
us! Joe Thorn puts it this way, “All Christians are 
theologians. They are either good or bad about 
being theologians, but all are theologians. All should 
be growing in theology but it is impossible to be a 
Christian without engaging in the work of theology.” 

This principle was reinforced to me in my devotional 
reading recently from My Utmost For His Highest, 
which was based on the AWANA verse: “Be diligent 
to present yourself approved to God, a worker who 
does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth”, (2 Tim. 2:15). In the devotion, 
Oswald Chambers said this, “If you cannot express 
yourself well on each of your beliefs, work and study 
until you can.” Growing in our knowledge and 
understanding of the truth of God’s word will 
hopefully lead to our desire and ability to help others 
grow as well, and that is an essential part of 
discipleship. Notice how both Thorn and Chambers 
stress the reality that growing in our understanding 
involves hard work. Unfortunately there is no 
“Theology pill” that we can take and expect to grow 
spiritually and although participating in a church 
service once a week will help, that, by itself, is 
probably not enough for us to develop into effective 
disciple makers. 

The bottom line is that whether you are 15, 50, or 
85 years old, it takes a lifetime of discipline to 
continue to grow spiritually, and, that process will 
not only continue but will accelerate once we reach 
heaven! Please note that I am not saying that it is all 
up to us here on earth since it is God’s grace that 
not only saves us, but helps us to grow spiritually.    
I like how Dallas Willard puts it: “Grace is not 
opposed to effort, Grace is opposed to earning.” 
  
Continued on page 6 
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One of my favorite 
things to do if I can’t 
sleep in the middle 
of the night is to 
wa tch Ch r i s t i an 
m u s i c v i d e o s . 
There’s something 
about the worship 
music that comforts 
me. One of the 
songs I’ve enjoyed 
l istening to (and 
w a t c h i n g ) i s 

“Broken Things” by Matthew West. 

In the “Broken Things” music video you see a 
beautiful table decorated for a fancy meal. As the 
music continues to play, all of the things on the 
table shatter in slow motion. Even the intricate 
chandelier on the ceiling comes crashing down. At 
the very end of the video you see it all shatter in 
reverse, a powerful visual of everything being put 
back into its original form. 

At the start of a New Year I always feel pressure to 
try harder, strive more, and become a “better 
person” in some way. Whether it is to exercise 
more, eat less, read more, or keep a cleaner 
house. There’s nothing innately wrong with trying 
to improve habits, but this year I’m going to rest in 
the realization that the Lord extends lavish grace to 
me!  

Grace is the one word that has come to life to me 
during our study of 2 Samuel. David failed in so 
m a n y w a y s a n d t h e r e c e r t a i n l y w e r e 
consequences to his sin. But David also 
experienced God’s grace! After admitting his sin, 
the Lord gave him forgiveness and hope for the 
future. 

I also watched the story behind Matthew West’s, 
“Broken Things” and why he wrote it. He said that 
so often when he’s on stage, he feels disqualified 

to be there because of the brokenness in his own 
life. I can totally relate to that. There are some 
mornings at church (when I’m on the worship 
team) that I feel that if people really knew the 
things I had said or done even earlier that morning, 
they wouldn’t want me up front. I feel disqualified 
to lead worship before I even play a single note on 
the piano. 

But with my newfound knowledge of God’s grace, 
I feel like I can combat those doubts and 
condemning voices in my head with the realization 
that I’m forgiven! Yes, I’m broken! But God uses 
broken things! 

“Broken Things”

If grace is a kingdom 

I've stopped at the gate 
Thinking I don't deserve to pass through after all of 

the mistakes I've made  
But I heard a whisper   
As Heaven bent down 

Said, “Child, don't you know that the first will be 
last and the last get a crown?”  

 
Now I'm just a beggar in the presence of a King 

I wish I could bring You so much more 
But if it's true You use broken things 
Then here I am Lord, I am all Yours   

 
The pages of history they tell me it's true  

That it's never the perfect; it's always the ones 
with the scars that You use 

It's the rebels and the prodigals; it's the humble 
and the weak   

The misfit heroes You chose  
Tell me there's hope for sinners like me  

 
Grace is a kingdom  

With gates open wide  
There's seat at the table just waiting for you 

So, come on inside 

Let those lyrics wash over you afresh as 2018 
begins.  
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“Broken Things” and A New Year by Carolyn Haugland Elder Notes: Did You Know You Are A Theologian By Greg Nicholas 


