
 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER
Highlighting CLEFC’s values of Gospel, Worship, Community, and Mission

February 2018 

CLEFC

“If you have never tried to 
serve in some way at our 
church, please pray 
about what God might 
want you to do..”

Worship 
Glenys Schloemer

>> see p.6

What’s inside 
Remember to 
pray for our 

missionaries.

Which two books does 
Glenys treasure? “I 
often refer to both of 
them when needing a 
lift or a good shot of 
spiritual adrenalin.”

Elder Notes 
Bill Paltzer

>> see p.5
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1310 Highway 18 West 
Clear Lake, Iowa  50428 

clearlakefree.org  

We exist to make disciples by “Sharing Life Transformed by Christ’s Love”

Clear Lake Evangelical 
Free Church

Weekly: 
9:30am: Sunday Worship 

11:00am Sunday School  

6:00pm: High School Ministry 

7:00pm: Tuesdays, Corporate 
Prayer in the Sanctuary 

6:30pm: Wednesday, Student 
Ministry and AWANA 

6:30pm: Thursday Men’s Group 

Special Events: 
2/4: 4:45pm Superbowl Party 
and Chili Cook-Off 
2/13: 5-8:00pm One Vision 
Pizza and Praise (Fireside Room) 

Board Meetings: 
2 / 1 3 : 1 0 : 1 5 a m D e a c o n /
Deaconess Meeting 

Genuine Worship into Genuine Community                       
by Pastor James
As we’ve been walking through a 
selection of Psalms during our current 
series in Genuine Worship, we’ve been 
confronted, as promised, with the full 
range of unpolished human emotion 
lived in response to God. The same was 
true of Psalm 42-43 where we saw a 
heartfelt lament. There, the Psalmist let 
us in on a deeply emotional cry from the 
soul toward God and his threefold 
internal response of, “Hope in God; for I 
shall again praise him, my salvation and 
my God!” 

One of the amazing aspects of the first 
stanza is what the Psalmist recalls in the 
midst of his grief. He says, “These 
things I remember, as I pour out my 
soul: how I would go with the throng 
and lead them in procession to the 
house of God with glad shouts and 
songs of praise, a multitude keeping 
festival (Psalm 42:4). There’s something 
remarkable about his memory of leading 
the people of God into the house of 
God in praise of God. The center of it 
all, of course, was God. The people and 

the place were simply means to a 
greater end of being with and enjoying 
God! Those two aspects are integral, 
however, to our lives as well as we seek 
to live out Genuine Worship. 

For our discussion here, I simply want to 
look at the idea of community as it 
relates to worship. Our desire as a 
church is to sacrificially put others 
before ourselves, and together, live 
genuinely transparent lives which 
welcome loving sharpening, while using 
our own gifts and abilities to serve and 
build up the Body of Christ in fruitful and 
creative ways. In there words, we 
believe it is impossible to live the 
Christian life in isolation, primarily 
because of the sharpening that takes 
place by others as well as the unique 
contribution each individual Christian 
adds to the church through their 
spiritual gifts, passions, and abilities as 
we gather together. 

Continued on Page 2

February at a glance

Community Kitchen
It is our churches responsibility to serve for Community Kitchen during 
February. This is a wonderful opportunity to serve with your family, 
friends, small group or on your own. Please sign up at the Connection 
Center.

Monday, February 19; Friday, February 23
Monday, February 26; Friday, March 2

http://clearlakefree.org
http://clearlakefree.org
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Genuine Worship into Genuine Community 
(Continued)… 
Having been created in the image of God, who 
exists in community, we want CLEFC to be a 
church of and for one another. If true discipleship is 
going to take place as a church, we must have 
meaningful and authentic relationships with one 
another. As I shared during the devotional time 
beginning our Annual Business Meeting, one 
dream we as elders and staff have for the church is 
taken from our “Vision of Community.” If the gospel 
were to truly take root in our lives and in our midst, 
it would manifest itself in people from the church 
lovingly opening up their homes, eating meals 
together, and sharing life with one another. It would 
be spontaneous. It wouldn’t be just another 
program we would put in place. 

There’s really something beautiful and profound 
about a shared meal around the table! Spend 
some time reading through the gospels and identify 
how often times are spent reclining around the 
table. Jesus was even accused in Matthew 11:19 
of being, "A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax 
collectors and sinners!” The company he kept 
around the table revealed His heart.  

The “Parable of the Great Banquet” in Luke 
14:12-14 is another beautiful portrait of who is 
welcome to dine. There Jesus says,“When you 
give a dinner or a banquet, don't invite your friends  

or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, 
lest they also invite you in return and you be repaid.  
But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the 
crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be 
blessed, because they cannot repay you. For you 
will be repaid at the resurrection of the just.” Those 
are all pictures of us! We are invited as the 
spiritually poor, crippled, blind, and lame. 

Tim Chester, in A Meal With Jesus, writes, “Jesus 
is handing out God’s party invitations. They read, 
‘You’re invited to my party in the new creation. 
Come as you are.’” What a profound thought; we 
are invited into a celebration of fellowship, laughter, 
celebration, and joy that will never end! The beauty 
of our gathering around the table each and every 
month together in communion is a reminder of that 
fact: we have been welcomed in at significant cost 
to Jesus.  

What would it look like for you to die to yourself 
and the ideas of a perfectly decorated house and a 
Pinterest-worthy menu to genuinely share your life 
with others? How about a simple meal around a 
s imple tab le wi th deep and meaningfu l 
conversation? Of course it’s not comfortable, 
clean, and convenient, but that’s what community 
is all about. And let’s be honest, we were never 
called to the convenient but to be obedient. 
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Thank You
Dear Church Family, 
Thank you for the many expressions of sympathy and love at the passing of my dad. It means a lot to know 
that people care and understand the sense of loss we feel. The flowers were beautiful. 
	 ~Thank you, Phyllis and Paul Schmidt 

Dear Clear Lake Evangelical Free Church,

Thank you so much for your support in 2017. It means so much to many people that you believe in our 
God that believes in them. I look forward to serving our Savior with you again in the new year.

	 ~Sincerely, Ken Quintus


To the Crew from Evangelical Free Church, 
We want to thank you for helping distribute the free meat and also for giving us some meat. We appreciate 
you doing this.  
	 ~Thank you so much. Ethel McLaughlin 

Dear Friends & Family at Clear Lake Evangelical Free Church:

Thank you so much for your cards, honorariums to IM, and prayers for our family as we mourned the 
loss of Darwin's mom, Alice. Thanks to those who attended the Celebration Service in her honor. We 
celebrated her life that she finished well and left a legacy of love, servanthood, and prayer. Heaven is 
going to be a great place for a family reunion!

	 ~With gratitude for your kindness, Darwin and Darlis Anderson


Dear Clear Lake,  
How do I adequate express my sincere gratitude say thanks for all the ways you have ministered to me 
through the years? 
You have faithfully given to my ministry here in the Philippines for more than 30 years. And I know that your 
prayers have been behind your financial giving.  I’m sure that when you get to heaven, there will be people 
who will thank you for your support, because their lives were changed through my ministry here in the 
Philippines.  
As I finish this last year of ministry, would you pray that I would finish well? That I would continue to glorify 
God in all that I do? I will be coming home to Iowa for Home Assignment the end of May and will be staying 
in Clear Lake. So we can become reacquainted. Looking forward to being with you next year. Thanks so 
much for your financial support. 
	 ~Sharing Christ’s Love with Filipinos, Arlys Bohnker 

Dear Clear Lake Evangelical Free Church,

Than you for the extra special Christmas gift. It made our holiday bright. We appreciate your kindness.

	 With love, Grace, Hope, Austyn, Lance and Lynn Anderson




Tim and Nicole 
Fox are members 
of Wycliffe Bible 
Translators. They 
p a s s i o n a t e l y 
d e s i r e t h e 
f u l fi l l m e n t o f 
R e v e l a t i o n 
7:9-10, “Af ter 
this I looked, and 
behold, a great 
multitude that no 
o n e c o u l d 

number, from every nation, from all tribes and 
peoples and languages, standing before the throne 
and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with 
palm branches in their hands, and crying out with 
a loud voice, ‘Salvation belongs to our God who 
sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!’” 

Many years ago, God began leading Tim and 
Nicole to support Bible translation through the gifts 
and abilities He gave them. Tim first supported 
Bible translation in the country of Papua New 
Guinea by working on the electrical, instrument, 
and radio equipment in the various airplanes and 
helicopters used by the missionaries there. Nicole 
served as a teacher in two different international 
schools, teaching missionary children as well as 
national students.  

In 2011, Tim and Nicole became parents to Justin 
and Emily. The twins were born 15 weeks 
prematurely, and they continue to have medical 
needs that require the Fox family to live and work 
in the United States. God used these needs to 
guide and direct Tim and Nicole to work at JAARS, 
Inc.  

JAARS is located in Waxhaw, North Carolina 
(about 30 miles south of Charlotte, NC). As is 
stated on the JAARS website, “JAARS exists to 
make Bible translation and language development 
possible, especially in the most remote and difficult 
places on earth. [JAARS does] that by enabling 
locally-appropriate and sustainable solutions in 
transportation, technology, media, and training.” 

Nicole’s roles currently center around the home. 
However, she also assists with childcare for other 
missionaries and share her experiences with new 
missionary wives before they head overseas for the 
first time. 

Tim serves at JAARS as the Waxhaw Aviation 
Safety Manager.  He strives to guide JAARS 
Aviation to proactively and reactively improve 
aviation safety and to comply with OSHA and 
environmental regulations.  Even though many of 
his daily tasks take place “behind the scenes”, his 
role is vital in safeguarding the aviation operations 
at JAARS. 
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Praises and Prayer Requests 
1. We thank God for the good trip we had to the Midwest, to meet with many different churches and 

individuals who partner with us in our ministry. 
2. Please pray for our aviation colleagues in Cameroon as they import and reassemble the Robinson 

R66 helicopter that was shipped there from JAARS. Pray that this helicopter would be used to 
speed Bible translation. 

3. Please join us in thanking God for allowing us to work at JAARS, supporting the work of Bible 
translation around the globe. 

Gratitude by Pastor Scott Missionaries of the Month: Tim and Nicole Fox
Last month we addressed joy, desiring to stream this month into gratitude. Both 
are spiritual expressions of the believer. There are societal counter parts that are 
referenced and employed in conversation. But there is a special application that 
applies only to Christians, those that have believed in Jesus Christ and have a 
personal relationship with Him. 

Gratitude is different than joy, for it is not directly and permanently deposited into 
the life of the believer as is joy. It is not described as a fruit of the Spirit, as is joy. 
Yet, like joy, it is a product of living in relationship with Christ, experiencing His 
salvation, and benefitting from that relationship and the attending resources. 
Gratitude is a translation from the same word we translate Thanksgiving. It is the 
word that is transliterated (keeping the Greek word and just making it an English 

word) “Eucharist.” As the early church was seeking to make the Lord’s Supper a time of somber, quiet 
reflection, it was also wanting it to be a prayer of thanksgiving, and celebration, as the event itself was called 
just that.  

Even in our daily lives we experience much of the same. There is a blurring of lines between prayer and 
thanksgiving, just as there is between thanksgiving and worship. This compound idea of thanksgiving helps 
us understand the importance and benefit of thanksgiving (gratitude) in our lives. It displays both purpose and 
result. We derive benefit from our lives being purpose driven: focus and benefit for ourselves, and impact 
upon others. The benefits of realizing gratitude teaches us cause and effect. The salvation available in Jesus 
Christ, in whom we have believed, that produces thanksgiving, keeps us anchored to Christ in faith. It keeps 
us focused on what He had to do to free us from our sin, to enable us to choose right and live right, to 
empower us to live according to what we have been given, so that we avoid making a train wreck of our lives.  

This will have a tremendous impact on our attitude. The more thankful (grateful) we are, the more thankful 
(grateful) we become. This teams up with joy and together they begin a wellspring of spiritual energy that fills 
up our body and soul. Soon, it overflows into our eyes, our mouths, our minds, our heart, even our hands 
and feet. Because of joy and thankfulness working together in Christ, we will become a formidable Spiritual 
force in the world, in our community, in our church, and in our homes.  
Eph. 5:20; Col. 1:12, 3:17; 1 Thess. 5:18

Let’s Talk. Every Sunday in February we will be having an open discussion time in the fellowship room from 
11:10 until noon. The desire is to discover if we as a church are providing all the necessary opportunities for 
our church family to learn, grow, and serve. Any questions and comments are welcome. We are not looking 
for occasion to revisit history, but rather to look at things we could add that would make us more responsive 
to the needs of our church as well as encourage our family to avail themselves to the opportunities already 
available. If you have a particular book of the Bible, or some area of interest you would like to make us aware 
of, or even if you are just curious what others are thinking and sharing, we would encourage you to join us in 
the Fireside Room during the month of February. Pastor Scott will be leading the session. Come and share. 
You matter, your opinion matters, your spiritual health is our concern. Hope to see you at Let’s Talk. 



The Communion of the 
Saints is a community of 
be l ievers shar ing our 
common faith in Christ for 
our salvation. 

That is true, but there is so 
m u c h m o r e t o t h e 
communion of the saints. 
We are given the treasure 
of salvation, but we are 
also given talents and 

spiritual gifts to use and share with our fellow 
believers here at CLEFC and elsewhere. 

	 In Philippians, chapter 2, Paul writes, 
“In your relationships with one another, have the 

same mindset as Christ Jesus: 
Who, being in very nature God, 

    did not consider equality with God something to 
be used to his own advantage; 
 rather, he made himself nothing 

    by taking the very nature of a servant, 
    being made in human likeness. 

And being found in appearance as a man, 
    he humbled himself 

    by becoming obedient to death, 
        even death on a cross!” 

If we take on the very nature of a servant, will we 
lord it over our fellow believers and expect them to 
bow to our every wish in the activities of the 
church? No! We will seek ways to lift each other up.  
We will look for what God is doing through people in 
the congregation and search for how we can plug in 
and help them. We will use our talents and spiritual 
gifts to serve and enrich the lives of our fellow 
believers. 

One of the richest faith experiences I have ever had 
was working as a behind the scenes servant at a 
Christian retreat weekend. We had different duties 
each day. We cleaned up cabins while the 
participants were away at activities; then we 

cleaned up the activity room while they were taking 
breaks. We helped serve the meals and we took 
care of the dirty dishes, floors and tables after the 
participants left the dining room. We participated in 
one hour shifts over and over in a twenty-four hour 
a day prayer vigil for staff and the participants, and 
for any prayer requests they had. We stayed 
invisible behind doors as much of the weekend as 
possible. We did not speak words to the 
participants. We spoke only with our actions. As the 
weekend progressed the participants became 
aware of how they were being loved through 
service. It made a big impact on many of them. 

The messages during the weekend informed the 
participants of the love of God; of the sacrifices 
Christ made for us. It was impressed on them in the 
conference room that they needed to go back to 
their congregations and seek ways they could 
support their pastor, or help out with the work of 
their local church. 

After the retreat, we heard of ways the participants 
were doing just that; serving in humility in their own 
home church. It was a sweet reward for the work 
we did. 

If you have never tried to serve in some way at our 
church, please pray about what God might want 
you to do. Plug in and help. Listening at AWANA 
can bless a child. Meals or help with housework 
may be a blessing beyond words for someone 
recovering from surgery. Any time or way you serve, 
you are enriching the communion of the saints. 
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As I’m thinking of 
t h e F e b r u a r y 
Newsletter, naturally 
F e b r u a r y 1 4 , 
Va l e n t i n e ’s D a y, 
comes to my mind.   
With that, a couple 
things then inspire 
me to wr i te the 
following. 

I own two great 
books, my Bible(s) 

and my Hymnal(s). 
First, the most important book we will ever own 
and treasure is our Bible and many of us have a 
number of them with various translations and 
applications. Second, my hymnal collection would 
probably go back 100 years. Both of these books 
have strengthened me in knowing God and 
understanding what love is all about. I often refer 
to both of them when needing a lift or a good shot 
of spiritual adrenalin. 

My mother was very committed to studying her 
Bible and along with that instilled in her four 
children the importance of memorizing scripture.  
Our first scripture was John 3:16, “For God so 
loved the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” Then Romans 5:8 
says, “But God commendeth His love toward us, 
in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us.” Both of these well know verses tell us how 
much God loves us. 

1 John 4:19 tells us, “We love Him, because He 
first loved us.” John 14:15 continues, “If ye love 
me, keep my commandments.” These verses and 
many others tell us about our love for Him.  

1 John 4:7 says, “Beloved, let us love one another: 
for love is of God; and every one that loveth is 
born of God, and knoweth God.” Here we are 
reminded that we are to love one another. 

Then a couple hymns that come to my mind on 
the subject of love follow: 

The Love of God 
v.1: The Love of God is greater far than tongue or 
pen can ever tell; it goes beyond the highest star, 

and reaches to the lowest hell; the guilty pair, 
bowed down with care, God gave His Son to win, 
His erring child He reconciled, and pardoned from 

his sin.  
v.3: Could we with ink the ocean fill, and were the 

skies of parchment made, were every stalk on 
earth a quill, and every man a scribe by trade, to 

write the love of God above, would drain the 
ocean dry. Nor could the scroll contain the whole, 

though stretched from sky to sky.  
Refrain: Oh, love of God, how rich and pure!  

 How measureless and strong! It shall forevermore 
endure the saints’ and angels’ song.  

This hymn was written by Frederick M. Lehman in 
1917. At age four, Frederick and his family had 
immigrated to America, settling down in Iowa. 

O How He Loves You and Me! 
v1: O How He Loves You and Me!  O how He 
loves you and me! He gave His life; what more 

could He give?  O how He loves you; O how He 
loves me; O how He loves you and me!  

v2: Jesus to calv’ry did go; His love for sinners to 
show. What He did there bro’t hope from despair.  
O how He loves you; O how He loves me; O how 

He loves you and me!  
This hymn was written by Kurt Kaiser in 1975. 
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The Love of God by Glenys Schloemer Elder Notes: The Communion of the Saints By Bill Paltzer  

“We are given the treasure of 
salvation, but we are also given 

talents and spiritual gifts to use and 
share with our fellow believers here 

at CLEFC and elsewhere.” 


