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Where is your perfect 
place to be still, be in 
prayer and be with 
God?

Worship 

>> see p.4

p.8

1310 Highway 18 West 
Clear Lake, Iowa  50428 

clearlakefree.org  

We exist to make disciples by “Sharing Life Transformed by Christ’s Love”

Clear Lake Evangelical 
Free Church

Weekly: 
9:30am: Sunday Worship 

11:00am: Sunday School 
begins on 9/16. 

6:00pm: High School Ministry 

7:00pm: Tuesdays, Corporate 
Prayer in the Sanctuary 

6:30pm: Wednesday, Student 
Ministry. AWANA begins 9/5. 
Middle School Kickoff on 9/5.  

Special Events: 
9/9: Church in the Park 
9/12-16: Men’s Fishing Trip 
9/16: Apple Valley/Oakwood 
Services 

Hidden Acres Camps: 
8/31-9/3: Family Camp 
9/14-15: Women’s Retreat 

7 Prayers for the Interim  by Pastor James
Roughly fifteen months ago, in May 
2017, I wrote something for myself after 
reflecting upon Isaiah 6:1-8 knowing 
what I was, and we as a church were, 
about to walk through. The reason was 
Dan’s last Sunday at Clear Lake 
Evangelical Free Church was May 21. I 
called what I wrote, “7 Prayers for the 
Interim.” I printed it off, stuck it in the 
back cover of my Bible, and for a 
number of months I regularly looked at, 
pondered, and prayed through what I 
wrote. 

And then, with the busyness of life, 
patterns, routines, and everything else 
going on I forgot about it. I ran across it 
the other day and wanted to share it 
with you. Isaiah 6:1-8 is an amazing text 
of Scripture. I pray that as you read 
through it, you see the traits to pray for 
yourself, and that it blesses you as we 
find ourselves waiting afresh for God to 
provide our next shepherd.  

First, I pray that I would see God in the 
splendor of His majesty: Worship (vv.

1-2, emphasis added). Notice Isaiah 
saw the Lord God seated on His throne. 
That is what worship is all about; seeing 
God in His majesty and having that 
wreck and alter everything about us. 

1 In the year that King Uzziah 
died I saw the Lord sitting upon 
a throne, high and lifted up; and 
the train of his robe filled the 
temple. 2  Above him stood the 
seraphim. Each had six wings: 
with two he covered his face, 
and with two he covered his 
feet, and with two he flew. 

Second, I pray that I would die to my 
own preferences in favor of God’s glory: 
Adoration (vv.3-4, emphasis added). 
Many times we are consumed with our 
own applause, fame, prestige, and 
glory. The angelic beings surrounding 
God are proclaiming that the glory 
belongs only to God. So many of our 
problems come when the spotlight is 
turned upon us and not God. 

Fall at a glance

Read about the 
challenge that Greg has 
for you.

Quarterly Newsletter 
This will be the last monthly 
Newsletter. From now on, please 
look for upcoming events and 
informative articles on a quarterly 
basis.  

http://clearlakefree.org
http://clearlakefree.org
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Thank You3  And one called to another and said: 
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the 
whole earth is full of his glory!” 4 And the 
foundations of the thresholds shook at 
the voice of him who called, and the 
house was filled with smoke.  

Third, I pray that I would have a keen awareness 
of my own individual sin before God: Humility (v.
5a,c, emphasis added). When confronted with 
God’s holiness, Isaiah is driven to despair at the 
reality of his own brokenness and sinfulness. We 
must be broken and contrite over the sin in our 
own hearts and lives before ever looking 
elsewhere. The result is humility! 

5 And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for 
I am a man of unclean lips…for my eyes 
have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!” 

Fourth, I pray that I would genuinely love others in 
the midst of their sinfulness: Graciousness (v.
5b,c, emphasis added). After seeing his own sin, 
Isaiah is brought face to face with the sin and 
brokenness of those around him. The order of 
these realities is vitally important. He sees his 
own sin, in humility, before seeing the sin in 
others, which must bring about a sense of deep 
graciousness. He knows he’s in similar company; 
we are all in a similar company of sinners. 

5 And I said: “Woe is me…I dwell in the 
midst of a people of unclean lips; for my 
eyes have seen the King, the Lord of 
hosts!” 

Fifth, I pray that I would have a deep joy and 
unwavering confidence in the atonement: 
Boldness (vv.6-7, emphasis added). There is 
always hope; Always! Isaiah is not left in his 
despairing state; neither are we. God initiates a 
plan to remove Isaiah’s guilt and atone for his sin. 
We need to fully grasp and comprehend the 
gravity and depth of the gospel. God loved us so 
much that He sent Jesus to redeem us and 
Jesus willingly laid down His life for sinners. That 
births in us an unwavering confidence to love 
courageously, live boldly, and give radically.  

6  Then one of the seraphim flew to me, 
having in his hand a burning coal that he 
had taken with tongs from the altar. 7 And 
he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, 
this has touched your lips; your guilt is 
taken away, and your sin atoned for.” 

Sixth, I pray that I would continually replace 
intuition with revelation and hearing from God: 
Intimacy (v.8a, emphasis added). There are 
millions of voices competing, even vying, for our 
heart’s attention, affection, and loyalty. Moment 
by moment we are faced with the choice to listen 
to those fleeting and finite voices or to be stilled 
and awed by the voice of God as revealed in and 
through His infallible and perfect word to us, the 
Bible. 

8  And I heard the voice of the Lord 
saying…” 

Seventh and finally, I pray that I would die to self 
and live wholeheartedly for God, no matter the 
cost: Obedience (v.8, emphasis added). It is so 
important, again, to see the timeline and 
progression in these verses. The call to radical 
and costly obedience comes at the end of this 
chain not at the beginning. The same is true for 
you and I. We live in response to all that God has 
freely accomplished on our behalf before we are 
ever presented with the call to obedience. But 
when that call comes and we reflect upon all that 
God has done for us, we are left with few 
responses other that Isaiah’s hearty, “Here I am!”  

8 And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 
“Whom shall I send, and who will go for 
us?” Then I said, “Here I am! Send me.”  

Join me in continuing to pray these seven simple 
prayers from Isaiah 6 in the days ahead. God will 
be pleased to honor and answer these requests 
and we will be a people prepared to be 
shepherded and led well.    

Dear Evangelical Free Church,	  
     The State family would like to extend our heartfelt thanks for all of the care, encouragement and prayers 
that have carried our family through the difficult time of walking Mom home. We also want you to know we 
appreciate the plant and all of the ladies and staff for the wonderful luncheon.  
	 ~God bless, the family of Dolores State 
Dear CLEFC Family,

   Thank you for the flowers you gave for my mother and Uncle Billy’s sister’s funeral. We miss her 
bunches but know she’s happy to be reunited with Dan and pain free in the light of our Heavenly 
Father!  ~Kent, Cynthia, Olivia, Kyle, Kristin, and Family


The Convictions of a 1st Grade Sunday School Teacher 
1. It is my conviction that 1st grade is the time to buy your child his first Bible. He will grow into his Bible. 
2. It is my conviction that a child must feel that she owns her Bible. Step #1 is to put her name in the front 
and step #2 is to encourage her to underline and highlight, write words, and color flowers in the margins. 
This not a school textbook. This is her Bible. 
3. It is my conviction that you should give the child a cover, or a cloth bag, big enough to accommodate 
his Bible, a variety of pencils, and his AWANA Book. This becomes a package, ready for carrying to every 
church event. Ready for action. It needs to be an extension of his hand so it can become an extension of 
his heart. 
4. It is my conviction that every child (and adult) should memorize the Books of the Bible. The Bible will 
seem like a big mass of words until he can break it down into its parts and find what he wants, without the 
help of a grown-up. 
5. It is my conviction that your child needs a special place at her bedside where she keeps her Bible. 
When she reaches out her hand she should know exactly where that Bible is going to be. Ready for 
reading, memorizing, AWANA study, and devotions.  
A student came to my class one Sunday with a new Bible that he was very excited to have. Somehow, the 
class discussion meandered to the question of how many people lived in Clear Lake. I told this young boy I 
wasn’t sure and that he should have someone look that up for him. Immediately, he got up from the story 
circle and laid his brand new Bible in my lap. “Go ahead,” he said, “look it up!” My student was convinced 
that everything important to know could be found in that Bible. Parents, let’s help our children to continue 
to think that way. This is not the Bible your child will keep forever. This is his NOW Bible. May this be the 
first of several Bibles that you will buy for your child as he “grows in the grace and knowledge of our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ!” 
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Dear Church Family, 
    Once again I have been overwhelmed with the outpouring of love and care shown to me through 
flowers, cards, food, and visits during my recent hip surgery. I praise God that I am a part of this body of 
believers!  ~With A thankful heart, Lavonne Kacer 



As far as a summary of ministry, we would like to give testimony 
that God continues to be gracious in Belgium and in our lives. 
We saw God’s grace in unique ways this past year. For example, 
Christians came into Belgium through the surprising means of 
immigration. It is not just that the church can witness to foreigners 
who are coming, but for us in Belgium we are seeing many 
Christians coming from ‘refugee’ countries and settling here. God’s 
church is multiplying through immigration and we are receiving 
evangelists and disciples of Christ from African and middle eastern 
countries. 

We are also witness to part of the movement happening where Muslim background people are coming to 
faith in record numbers. Syrians and other Arabic speakers are disillusioned with the religions of their 
countries and are coming to faith through the horror of war and the love found in Jesus. 
  
We can’t preach on the street corner, and no one will come if we hold meetings, so how do people get to 
know God? We try to love and serve them while relating the gospel of Jesus through spending time with 
them. 
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Praises  
1. Praise God for giving at least 5 dedications or surrenders at English Camp in April. We pray for 

spiritual protection and growth for the teens. 
2. We thank God for providing financially for us this past year. 
3. Thank the Lord for the healthy birth of our first grandchild in May. 
4. Thank the Lord for a new Syrian Arabic speaking churches in Belgium that has a great desire to join 

with the Flemish in ministry and also has a contagious enthusiasm for evangelism. 

Prayer Requests 
5. We are praying for a new younger couple to come live at the retreat center and assist with the 

ministry. 
6. Please pray for wisdom to know about how and when to build on to the retreat center. We have 

several plans and one offer, but nothing is obvious for the moment. 
7.  Please pray that 10 Flemish people would start helping take new leadership to the refugee ministry. 

The leadership is mostly Dutch or American at the moment. 

Get in Gear by Pastor Scott Missionaries of the Month: Duane and Penny Unruh
Sunday, June 24, was the first Hispanic service at Clear Lake Evangelical Free 
Church.  This effort was led by Pastor Miguel Angelo. Of course there were a few 
technical difficulties setting up sound equipment in a new building, but it did not 
hinder the energy in the room. There were over 100 people in attendance, most of 
whom were believers already associated with another church, as they wanted to 
come and support this new effort. Thank you to all who came from our church. 
Pastor Miguel Angelo was very encouraged by your presence.  Going forward, 
each week will depend upon new participants rather than those celebrating this 
launch. Though the numbers be less, the energy will not be diminished.   
There was an entire ensemble from another church that led worship for 45 
minutes.  Then the group from Webster City that was scheduled sang for another 
35 minutes.  Sure, we got a little tired of standing and clapping, but the energy in 

the room continued to consistently stay on a high note.  The emotion, the effort, the closed eyes, the raised 
arms all evidenced a deep spiritual energy in the room. 
This was an appropriate time and atmosphere to lead us to the message.  Bless Rogers Barillas for stepping 
up to interpret for the sake of us Anglos. Pastor Miguel Angelo shared briefly his life’s journey, ministering on 
the streets of Las Vegas, as his whole family shared the gospel with willing listeners. He established a church 
in Fontana, CA that was thriving, but God told him he was going to Iowa. 13 years ago he began a ministry in 
Kanawa. He has established works also in Webster City and Belmond, where he lives. A little known fact:  
Pastor Miguel Angelo is not an ordinary pastor. He is a degreed engineer, that like many Hispanic immigrants 
are unable to utilize their professional training in this country and are relegated to the jobs and the pay for jobs 
Americans really don’t want to do. Though they be messy and often demeaning, they are glad to do them, for 
the economic and security gains they enjoy in this country. Why would engineers, nurses, bankers, school 
teachers work manual labor jobs in the United States? Because they make more money and the threat of 
violence is greatly reduced. 
Pastor Miguel Angelo shared with us Joshua 1, wherein because it was God’s command, Joshua had to 
know God had set him up to be the conqueror of Canaan. Likewise, God has purposed each and every one 
of us to be conquerors around us. Not militarily or physically, but spiritually. When is the last time YOU have 
felt like a spiritual conqueror? When is the last time it is evidenced by the expansion of Christ’s Kingdom and 
the diminishment of Satan’s? I don’t desire to offend anyone, but has it been a month, a year, a decade? Our 
lives will not be defined by our activity, our religiosity, our attendance, but rather by our faith, and thereby the 
presence and power of Christ in our life. Unfortunately we can run parallel to His presence and power looking 
very Christian, but missing His purpose in our life: to know Him and His power! 
Pastor Miguel Angelo prayed for this building, that none of Satan’s attacks would be successful, but we 
would be preserved to continue our efforts to spiritually conquer our community. He shared how he plans to 
walk every street looking for people to share Christ with. He just got here, yet I’m fully convinced he meant it 
and he will do it. 
Do you feel like a conqueror? Do you act like a conqueror? Do you know you have been designed and 
purposed to be a conqueror? The time to stand with Christ, to take on our God-given role as conquerors is 
not next week, next month, next year, it starts TODAY! I hope to see you moving through life as a 
conquistador! 



As we continue to search 
for a new Senior Pastor 
we need to be reminded 
that our Pastors are 
people just like us, with 
everyday challenges and 
issues to deal with. 
T h i n g s l i k e l e a k y 
b a s e m e n t s ( r i g h t , 
James?), bills to pay, and 
kids who get sick and 
sometimes rebel. The 
temptation is to think that 

Pastors don’t experience these things and instead 
to put them up on a pedestal with a mask and cape 
ready to solve everyone else’s problems but never 
having any of their own. This is actually quite a 
dangerous attitude and can result in Pastors who 
build up walls and are afraid to be authentic and 
share from their hearts. Additional stress is created 
by the fact that the pastors and their families live in 
a fish bowl, and everything they do is watched by 
the congregation, who would want to live under that 
level of scrutiny?  

In anticipation of calling a new pastor, Jeff Hansen 
gave  a copy of a book titled the same as this 
article, Pastors Are People Too to each member of 
the Search Committee and it has served as a helpful 
reminder that all of us can help make the 
pastors’ (and their families’) lives more fruitful and 
productive as we all serve together. Cory made 
reference to it in a sermon several weeks ago and 
made copies available to those who wanted them. I 

hope that many of you have read it as and will 
remember some of the suggestions.  
Here are a few highlights.  

1.  Have realistic expectations. The author suggests 
quickly writing down 20 expectations you have for 
your pastor and then analyzing honestly whether 
any human could realistically accomplish that list 
(remember that there are another 200 people whose 
lists will include some of the items from your list and 
probably others that aren’t). Do you expect the 
pastor to preach a “home run” message every 
Sunday, know all your kids’ and grandkids’ names, 
work 90 hours a week, fix your husband (or wife), 
bring your wandering kids back to the faith, etc?  

2. Honor and affirm boundaries and times away 
your pastor sets. 

3 . Work a t unders tand ing and showing 
appreciation. A new pastor will not be the same as 
previous pastors. Ask them about things that they 
are interested in and offer appreciation in areas of 
strength and passion rather than criticism about 
things they lack. 

4.  Encourage time away to live life and have fun. (if 
you have a cabin or other get-away, set the pastor 
and his wife up for a several day retreat) 

One last thought. The author asked the readers to 
write down 5 things their pastor can expect from 
them and then said: “Does your pastor know them? 
Have you ever told him? Maybe you need to write a 
note or even sit down with your pastor face to face. 
It will mean more to your pastor than you can 
imagine. Let your pastor know you are standing with 
him.”  I would extend that challenge to our body to 
do this for both James and for our new senior 
pastor! 
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B a c k i n M a rc h , 
Steve and I went on 
our first real vacation 
in many years. We 
chose Arizona, as I 
had been there and 
fell in love with the 
l a n d s c a p e , 
mounta ins, pa lm 
trees, and cacti. 
After a week I fell in 

love with it all over again.  

For me, the mountains were what drew me in. We 
climbed several throughout the week. The higher 
we got, the more amazing the landscape became. 
With every ten steps and slight turns, we were 
amazed how the view changed, and it seemed 
more beautiful than the last. We were in awe of 
what an amazing God we have that could create 
such beauty. I remember thinking that if I lived 
here, I would climb a different trail every day. This 
is the perfect place to sit, be still, be in prayer, and 
just enjoy being with God in the beauty that 
surrounds.  

In early July I was able to go on a mission trip with 
our students to San Francisco, California. I had 
never been there, and boy was I in for a culture 
shock! I had never seen so many cars and lanes 
on a highway! One thing that we were able to do 
that Iowans don’t get to do unless they leave the 
state, is spend time at the ocean. The sand was 
very soft, and fine. The ocean shown many colors 
of blue and the whitest whitecaps with each crash 
of a wave. I went in just above the knees, because 
it was very cold. The waves could nock you down 
if you aren’t careful, such power. It was noisy, but 
in a peaceful way. This was my favorite place we 
visited. I remember thinking that I would love to live 
by an ocean. I would go every day. What a perfect 
place to sit, be still, be in prayer, and just enjoy 
being with God in the beauty that surrounds. 

Most every Saturday I spend several hours on the 
farm. My mom and I would sit on her porch swing 
and watch the sunset. That is where we had our 
best conversations. As a child I would spend time 
on the porch to watch storms come in, it was the 
best view. The view hasn’t changed, just the field 
from beans to corn. But there is nothing 
obstructing the view for over a mile. The sunsets 
can be so gorgeous at the farm. Although I very 
much miss sharing the porch swing with my mom, 
I still go almost every Saturday to visit my dad. I 
end up on the swing, thinking that this is the 
perfect place to sit, be still, be in prayer, and just 
enjoy being with God and the beauty that 
surrounds. 

Since the California ocean and the Arizona desert 
is too far away, and the swing at the farm is once a 
week, where do I go during the week? Don’t 
laugh, but I spend a lot of time in my messy car, 
walking around the little town of Swaledale, in my 
home, and at church. I find my self thinking that 
these are the perfect places to sit, be still, be in 
prayer, and just enjoy being with God in the beauty 
that surrounds. Beauty? What is beautiful about 
the car? 

While in San Francisco, my small group met a 
woman named Lordes. She was homeless and 
weary from a hard life on the streets. But she was 
kind and willing to let us invade her space for a 
conversation where she shared her story. I didn’t 
think of it at the time, but as I reflect on that 
moment with Lordes, I think that that was the 
perfect place to sit, be still, be in prayer, and just 
enjoy being with God in the beauty that surrounds. 
Beauty, on the dirty streets?  

That’s where God is. That is where He works. That 
is where He loves. All of these places that I 
mentioned, are vastly different, and the physical 
beauty is also different. But where God is you will 
find peace, beauty, and a perfect place to  be still 
and pray.  
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Elder Notes: Pastors Are People Too! By Greg Nicholas 

“Let your pastor know you are 
standing with him.  I would extend 

that challenge to our body to do 
this for both James and for our new 

senior pastor!” 

Worship: The Perfect Place By Cindi Snow 


