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1310 Highway 18 West
Clear Lake, Iowa  50428

clearlakefree.org 

We exist to make disciples by 
“Sharing Life Transformed by Christ’s Love”

Clear Lake Evangelical 
Free Church

Weekly: 
9:30am: Sunday Worship 

11:00am (Beginning 9/17) 
Sunday School  

8:30am Tuesday, (Beginning 
9/12) Men’s and Women’s 
Bible Studies 

7:00pm: Tuesdays, Corporate 
Prayer in the Sanctuary 

6:30pm: Wednesday, Student 
Ministry (AWANA begins 9/6) 

Special Events: 
9/10: Church in the Park 
	 Coffee Time 9:30am, 
	 Worship 10:30 am 
	 Picnic noon 
9/20: 5:00pm Matthew Smith 
	 Concert 
9/24: 6:00pm I Am Sent 	
	 Missions Recap 

Board Meetings: 
8/14: 5:30pm Admin. Board 

8/10: 6:30pm Mission Board 

Staying Afloat as we shift from Peter to 
David by Pastor James
With just two weeks remaining in our 
current series, we’ve been planning, 
discussing, and working through what 
comes next. God in His infinite wisdom 
is doing far more in our midst than we 
often see, understand, and can fully 
grasp. For fourteen weeks we have 
been listening to Peter’s heartfelt plea 
for believers to stand firm in the true 
grace of God. He has been anchoring 
all that we are and all that we are called 
to do to the beauty of the gospel. If you 
are lost you tend to look around for a 
landmark to regain your bearings. In 
Chicago, Lake Michigan is always to the 
east . In Co lorado Spr ings, the 
mountains are always to the west. Peter 
is holding up the gospel to help us 
regain our bear ings want ing to 
recapture our attention and focus, 
saying, “Here it is and as a result, there 
you are!” Don't lose sight of that amidst 
all that is going on in your life. There are 
plenty of false substitutes out there. The 
gospel is our landmark. 

As I said this past Sunday as we were 
walking through 2 Peter 2:1-22, beware 
of Zambian “emerald vendors.” And if 
you happen to be driving there, be 
prepared for some confusion in the 
streets, owing to stolen traffic lights. The 
traffic light thieves are selling green 
glass chips to unsuspecting tourists 
who think they're getting bargain-
basement emeralds.  The same is true 
for you and I when we take our focus off 
of the gospel. Anything and everything 
else will appear to be an appealing 
substitute in place of the glory and 
majesty of Jesus. Remember, a life 
untethered from the gospel naturally 
d r i f t s t o w a r d c o r r u p t i o n a n d 
condemnation. Your life will not, by 
default, drift toward godliness and 
holiness. It takes vigilance and resolve. 
But also remember, there is always 
compassion and hope in the arms of a 
loving, gracious, and welcoming Father. 

Continued on Page 2
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Ministry to TCKs around the world 

Todd and Liana Corbin 
have a ministry to 
TCKs, Third Culture 
K i d s , s p e c i fi c a l l y 
missionary kids around 
the world. Third Culture 
Kids are people who 
grow up in a culture 
that is not the same as 
that of their parents. 
They take on aspects 
of both cultures (that of 

their parents and of the host country), but never 
feel they totally belong to either of them. This 
dynamic, coupled with a very mobile lifestyle and 
the pressures of being the kids of ministry parents, 
make them prime candidates for Satan to pull 
them down a very destructive path. 

The Corbins have now been in missionary service 
for 26 (Todd), and 24 years (Liana), and they just 
celebrated their 24th wedding anniversary. Nearly 
10 of those years were spent serving in Budapest, 
Hungary. Through a unique set of circumstances, 
God began to draw Todd and Liana’s hearts 
toward TCKs. Todd is convinced that this type of 
ministry is ultimately what God created him to do. 

Todd ministers to these young people by: 
	 1.  Leading the teen programs at mission 	
	 agency conferences overseas, 
	 2.  Doing seminars for their parents, 
	 3.  Individual consultations with parents on t	
	 heir teen issues, 
	 4.  Traveling to universities around the country 
	 to mentor and counsel TCKs, 
	 5.  Making field visits to missionary families 	
	 around the world, 
	 6.  Doing debrief and re-entry sessions for 	
	 TCKs, 
	 7.  And hopes to find others with similar 	
	 passions for TCKs that he can mentor and 	
	 guide in how to best minister to them. 

Although Liana cannot be fully involved in Todd’s 
ministry, she, too, has an opportunity to minister to 
TCKs from other countries who are growing up in 
Orlando, FL, where they reside. She is a full-time 
3rd grade teacher in a school that is inundated 
with TCKs from around the world. Liana helps 
Todd as much as she can serving these missionary 
families. This TCK ministry is critical to reaching the 
world for Christ. It not only can be used to develop 
these young people into the servants of God that 
He intended them to be, but also enables their 
parents to continue serving on the mission field. 
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7 Prayers from Isaiah 6:1-8… 
So as 1 and 2 Peter draws to a close, we’ve 
decided to walk through 2 Samuel from September 
17 through December 17. The shift from New to 
Old Testament and from Apostle to King reveals 
the overarching need in the midst of sin and 
brokenness for atonement, forgiveness, and mercy. 
Keep the Peter in the front of your mind as we 
begin to think about King David. Remember Peter 
the fisherman, the leader of the apostles (Mt.10:2), 
the first to confess Jesus as the Messiah (Mt.
16:17-19), who tried to walk on water (Mt.
14:28-31)? It was this same Peter who denied 
Jesus three times (Lk.22), who was restored by 
Jesus three times (Jn.21), was a leader of the early 
church (Acts 2-5), and part of Jesus’ inner circle 
with James and John.  

In the middle of Peter’s storyline is wreckage and 
brokenness. In the middle of each of our stories is 
wreckage and brokenness. It’s precisely at that 
moment that restoration comes. Jesus lovingly 
engages Peter and similarly beckons each of us to 
come to Him, by faith, to receive restoration. As 
Oswald Chambers writes, “I’ve never met a person 
I could despair of, or lose all hope for, after 
discerning what lies in me apart from the grace of 
God.” Enter David, the mighty victor from humble 
sheep-tending beginnings. He was overlooked as 
insignificant and small in stature and yet that is 
precisely who God had in store to be set apart and 
anointed as King (1 Sam.16). He was outraged at 
Goliath’s mocking of the Israelite army and decided 
to take matters into his own hands. He rallied the 
people to remember God’s faithfulness and won a 
victory on behalf of the people by killing Goliath. If 
only that's where the story ended, but as we know, 
it’s not.  

That’s where 2 Samuel picks up. For ten chapters 
we are presented with success after success in 
David’s life. He is anointed King of Judah (ch.2) and 
then King of Israel (ch.5). He established Jerusalem 
(Zion) as Capitol, had numerous victories in battle, 
and even brought the Ark to Jerusalem (ch.6).  

In 6:14 we read, “David danced before the Lord!” It 
is a period of success and immense blessing. 
When we reach chapter seven, which is one of the 
high points in all of the Bible, God makes a 
covenant with David. There is a promise of a future 
King and Kingdom (with ties to Ps.2:7 and Isa.
42:1), a fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant (from 
Gen.12-17), and even a foreshadowing of the 
Suffering Servant (2 Sam.7:14; Isa.53). In 2 Samuel 
7:13, God says, “I will establish…his kingdom 
forever.” There is continued victory, blessing, and 
success (chs.8-10). 

Then comes chapters eleven through twenty, and 
they are filled with wreckage, sin, brokenness, 
heartache, pain, and all of the consequences that 
come as part of the deal. Chapter 11 contains the 
story of David and Bathsheba, his adultery, the 
murder of Uriah (11:6-27), and his attempt to cover 
it all up. 2 Samuel 11:27 tells us, “The thing David 
had done displeased the Lord.” The Prophet 
Nathan who confronts David (ch.12), during which 
time David humbly repents and pens Psalm 51. 
But the trajectory and pattern have been set. 
Chapter 13 reflects the same sinful patterns set by 
David being lived out before his very eyes in his 
children: Amnon, Tamar, and Absalom. Chapters 
14-18 contain Absalom’s Rebellion and conspiracy 
to kill his father, David. This section closes with the 
death of David’s son, Absalom and David’s lament 
for him. 

The stage is set. We’ve seen tremendous success 
and blessing and devastating failure and its 
consequences. All the while, we are left longing for 
something truer, better, and lasting. Thankfully, 
those are all there in the closing section of 2 
Samuel; chapters 21-24 recount Saul and David’s 
failures, the weaknesses of the mighty men, and 
nestled into 22:1-23:7 are the Closing Poems. 
Contained in that section are the Recalling of God’s 
Grace (22:1-43), the Coming King (22:44-51), and 
God’s Covenant Promise (23:1-7). 2 Samuel 22:51 
states, “Great salvation he brings to his King.”  

 
Continued on Page 6 
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Missionaries of the Month: Todd and Liana Corbin 

As for prayer request/praises: 
1. We are asking and trusting God to get our support level to 100% by the end of this year. I just 
returned from a support raising trip and will have at least 2 more this fall, one of them being when I am 
there with you guys. So prayers for this would be very much appreciated. 
2. Pray for Liana as she continues to minister in her own mission field in the public school. She not only 
has an opportunity to impact the students and their parents, but also her fellow teachers as she is a 
team leader this year. 
3. Pray that both our boys would totally fall in love with Jesus and that He would guide them into what 
He would have them do with their lives. 
4. Praise for 24 years of marriage for us. We are more in love and closer to one another now than we’ve 
ever been. Pray for God to continue to be the center of our lives. 



Thank You
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Continued… 
Dear Clear Lake EFC, 

Thank you so much for offering housing and a shower on our recent youth mission trip. Your hospitality 
was so appreciated! Our trip would have been far different without the oasis of your church. On our trip 
down we had one tire on our trailer blow out, a tire on our bus go bald; and it would have been a terrible 
situation without the respite your church provided.

	 ~ Your fellow servant, TJ Newkirk (CrossRoads Church, Fergus Falls)


Dear CLEFC 
On behalf of the Meals on Wheels Program in our community, “Thank you” for delivering during July. We so 
appreciate your continual willingness to help with this program. 
	 ~Senior Citizens of Clear Lake Senior Center and Staff 

Dear CLEFC, 

Your kind expression of sympathy and friendship will always remain in our memories. Our sincere 
thanks for the beautiful floral plant. We appreciate your thoughtfulness during this difficult time.

	 ~The Family of John William Boehm

    Amy, Tammy, Mike, Bethany, Sam, Joel, and Casey 

Elder Notes Article (Continued from page 4): But I think He does want me to take action; continued, 
renewed, refreshed action motivated by, and grounded in the Gospel. He wants me to respond by saying: 
As I teach/shepherd in the church and as I lead at Clear Lake Classical and as I play golf with friends and as 
I install scientific equipment, and as I raise my son, and so on, I will work, with God’s help, to make sure that 
my actions and words reflect that the nonsensical, nasty, sinful ideologies of racial supremacy are not 
something I’m willing to tolerate. And when asked why, my answer must be the only ultimate basis for such 
a stand: That the sin of racism separates us from the God who has already united the races through the 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The uniting Gospel message is the only possible solution for this, or 
any other sin problem. More than that, Jesus has already won this battle.  

“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all 
one in Christ Jesus,” Galations 3:28 

May God grant us faithfulness to follow His call, such that transformed lives in and around North Iowa have 
a multi-generational and far-reaching impact for racial equality, grounded in and based solely on the work of 
God through Christ Jesus. 

Friends at Clear Lake E. Free, 
Thank you for the beautiful plant in honor of Marlene. We appreciate your thoughts and prayers. 
	 ~Blessings, David and Melinda Penfold 

Dear CLEFC, 

Thank you for your support for the toilet paper and detergent collection. School personnel were 
thankful for our willingness to help meet a real need in our community. Thirty-four bottles of 
detergent and 396 rolls of toilet paper were donated. Thank you!


To My Family at Clear Lake E. Free, 
I wanted to thank you all for your prayers and support during my time of need. Thank you for opening the 
doors and your hearts for me to find God.  
	 ~Your Brother, Ron Monahan 

Worship Article (Continued from page 4): Silence at a concert often means “That song wasn’t so 
good.” At basketball games the crowd can boo the players, the officials, or the team owner. When we’ve 
paid an admission fee, we feel entitled to our money’s worth. In worship, we respond to who God is, what 
He has said, and what He has done. There are times when applause is appropriate. But there are times 
when silence is more appropriate. Public events breed familiarity. Worship presumes reverence. What we 
do in worship isn’t to satisfy our tastes or make us feel good, it is for God. Our words reflect where our 
minds are, applying the culture’s terminology to Christian activity blurs the distinction between secular and 
sacred. Or to use James’ phrase, “friendship with the world is hostility to God.” James 4:4 
Let’s all come and worship Him in our own special way, He deserves nothing less. 

Staying Afloat (Continued from page 2): The overarching need in the midst of sin and brokenness is 
atonement, forgiveness, and mercy. We were confronted with that in Peter’s life, which was echoed 
throughout 1 and 2 Peter, and it is evident from King David’s life as well. In all of David’s successes and 
failures as the King of Israel there is an embedded promise of the True King who will rule and reign with 
justice and equity for all of eternity (2 Sam.7). And so we wait. That is what we’ll look at in the weeks to 
come: Waiting for our true King: Success, failure, and longing in 2 Samuel. With the amount of ground we 
will cover each week, we would encourage you to read through the book of 2 Samuel in preparation. As 
you do, look for those themes and may they stir in you a longing for our true King.  

All Student Ministry Student and Parent Meeting 
All Middle and High School Students and Parents are invited to a meeting on Sunday, September 17 at 
12pm in Room 412 to discuss fall programming, activities, and events. Please make every effort to 
attend. Then that night, from 7-8:30pm, all students (and parents) are invited to our Student Ministry 
Fall Kickoff, “Glowstick Adventure Night” at CLEFC. Matthew Smith and Indelible Grace



The racism recently on 
display in Charlottesville 
and in other parts of the 
c o u n t r y h a s b e e n 
shocking to some and to 
others no surprise. Do 
you no t ice tha t the 
following question is often 
asked after an event like 
Charlottesville overtakes 
the news and social 
media: So, What are you 

going to do about it? Often, this question is 
addressed specifically to Christians, sometimes with 
a snarky tone that says: “You Christians think you’re 
so good, but what are you doing about the Syrian 
refugee crisis? What are you doing in response to 
hurricane Harvey? Or what are you doing about the 
legacy of systemic racism that we’ve inherited from 
slavery and segregation?” I don’t know about you, 
but real, sin-soaked problems like these genuinely 
make me want to launch some effort to combat 
them. So, should I? Should you? Is it reasonable for 
non-Christians (or other Christians) to look at us and 
ask, “What are you going to do about ___?” every 
time the media and our Facebook feeds tell us we 
have a new crisis to solve? 

I rarely watch the news anymore, but what stood 
out to me from what I saw of the Charlottesville 
events was the lack of any visible, Gospel-based 
response to racism. I’m sure there were many 
Gospel responses on Christian Facebook pages or 
Christian websites, but I saw no protestor’s signs 
that said, “The only cure for racism is the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ.” I didn’t see commentators from CNN, 
NBC, or FOX making a case for human equality 
based on the fact that we are all made in the image 
of Almighty God. I didn’t see any New York Times or 
Huffington Post articles saying that racism is sinful, 
foolish, and wrong because in Christ there is neither 
Jew nor Gentile. I’m glad to see that our culture still 
confirms an objective truth like the evils of racism; 
it’s just too bad that our collective conscience has 
nothing to base that on anymore.  

Because when you base your morality on your own 
feelings (what’s right for me may not be right for 
you), or maybe worse, a Godless evolutionarily-
controlled cosmos, who gets to ultimately say that 
white supremacy is any more right or wrong than 
racial equality is? In such a Godless universe, 
maybe some races have “evolved” further than 
others, and isn’t a more fully evolved species 
necessarily superior in the worldview of the scientific 
naturalist? Let me assure you, God does not look 
kindly on us when we think ourselves better than 
another divine image-bearer because of skin color. 
This is classic pride, plain and simple. And as we all 
know, pride comes before the fall. 

You may now be wondering, “Um, Cory, what do 
these two paragraphs have to do with one 
another?” Good question. Let me see if I can 
connect them. 

In our modern, connected world, a wide variety of 
the world’s problems are piped into our local 
context. Friends and enemies alike will ask, 
challenge, and even taunt us with the questions that 
make us feel like we aren’t doing enough, or that we 
aren’t doing anything. But God doesn’t call us to 
solve all of the world’s problems. He doesn’t call us 
to rush out of North Iowa and try to solve a new 
national problem every week. God will surely call 
some to go to faraway places and address specific 
needs as He sees fit. But what God most often calls 
us to do is to fight the evils and challenges of this 
world with Gospel-centered focus in our personal 
areas of influence. He calls you and me to be “on 
mission with the Gospel to transform lives” 
everyday, right where we are, trusting that our work 
will bear fruit for future generations at home and far 
away. So when someone asks me what I’m doing in 
response to Charlottesville, or what the solution is to 
the kind of violent racism we see on display in our 
world, my first assumption is not that God wants 
me to move to North Carolina or to organize a 
protest in City Park. 

Continued on Page 6

Elder Notes: What Are We To Do? by Cory Gerdts 
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I grew up in Clear 
Lake attending Open 
Bible Church which 
my g randparen ts , 
Chauncey and Alice 
Merwin started in the 
late 1930’s. I attended 
youth groups there 
and E-Free. In 1960, 
we transitioned to 
First Assembly of God 
in Mason City. It was 
there that I started 

playing piano for church when I was in high 
school. 

I started attending E-Free in 1984 and a former 
choir director knew I played so she started using 
me to accompany the choir. 

There have been many kinds of worship music 
over the past 50 years. There was a time at First 
Assembly when singing music to scripture was 
very popular and this is a wonderful way to “learn” 
scripture. Then the Gaithers came on the worship 
scene and I have always loved Gospel music. I 
like worship music to touch the heart, prepare my 
heart for the message, and give me something to 
sing about during the week. 
 
My early days of playing basically included piano, 
sometimes organ, and even occasionally 
accordion. We sang from a hymnal and many 
times learned choruses simply by what was sung 
to us. We also had an orchestra for our Sunday 
evening services. We can all worship in our own 
way and it’s not just for Sunday morning, but 
carries us through the entire week. My prayer, as 
I choose prelude music is that it will bless you and 
draw us closer to Him. 

One of my favorite “Body Builder” articles that I 
have kept and shared with many people was one  
written by our former Pastor, Dave Wiersbe. He 
encouraged us to choose our words about 
worship with care. “When we enter the room 
where we honor the living God, we enter a 
sanctuary. Sanctuary means a safe place; it also 
means a space and place set apart for God. The 
root for sanctified is the same as for sanctuary.  
The space where we are entertained is an 
auditorium, performance center, or theater. Those 
are not sacred. That is why we say sanctuary. 

Our worship leaders and musicians are on a 
platform, not a stage. The stage is where actors 
perform; the platform is where ministers lead 
believers in praising God and responding to his 
truth. Churches originally used a raised platform 
for purposes of improving the worshipers’ ability 
to hear. A biblical reason for a platform is found in 
Nehemiah 8:4, where Ezra the scribe read the 
Word of God to the people of Jerusalem while 
standing on a raised platform. He used it partly to 
better be heard, but the main reason was to have 
God’s people standing under the Word of God.  
Our use of space is theological: as worshipers, 
we are submitted to (are under) God’s Word (and 
in our sanctuary, we are also beneath the Cross). 

An audience (or crowd) attends a performance or 
event. A congregation gathers in a sanctuary.  
There is a difference in purpose; one group 
comes to be spectators, the other comes to be 
participants. Spectators are united only during the 
event; when it’s over the crowd scatters. When 
worshipers leave God’s house, they are 
connected by God’s Spirit as the people of God. 

At sporting events, plays, and concerts, applause 
is the standard vehicle of response. 

Continued on Page 6
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Come Worship in the Sanctuary                                 
by Glenys Schloemer 


