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CLEFC

“I believe Christ knew 
that fishermen are the 
kind of folks that can 
counted on in times of 
need and are trustworthy 
to the end.”

Worship 
Cindi Snow

>> see p.6

What’s inside 
Fall activities 
are underway! 

Mark your 
calendars!  

page 8.

Serving in the mission 
field as an act of 
worship.

Elder Notes 
Kent Hall

>> see p.5
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1310 Highway 18 West
Clear Lake, Iowa  50428

clearlakefree.org 

We exist to make disciples by 
“Sharing Life Transformed by Christ’s Love”

Clear Lake Evangelical 
Free Church

Weekly: 
9:30am: Sunday Worship 

11:00am Sunday School  

6:00pm: High School Ministry 

8:30am Tuesday: Men’s and 
Women’s Bible Studies 

7:00pm: Tuesdays, Corporate 
Prayer in the Sanctuary 

6:30pm: Wednesday, Student 
Ministry  

Special Events: 
10/7: 10:00am Grace Hanson 
Ministry, Central Gardens (girls, 
12 and up)  
10/19: 5:30pm Fall 55 plus 	
Evening Meal 
10/29: 11:00am Quarterly 
luncheon, 12pm Business Mtg. 
10/29: King’s Kids set up after 
luncheon; 6:30 Decoration 
10/31: 5:30-7:30pm King’s Kids 

Board Meetings: 
10/9: 5:30pm Admin. 
10/24: 6:30pm Mission 

Our Great Need by Pastor James
One of my favorite quotes from Tim 
Keller is, “Don't let success go to your 
head; don’t let failure go to your heart.” 
Much of our lives is lived on the path 
between those two ditches. It may 
seem like the minute you steer out of 
one, you end up driving into the other. 
And it is a seeming difficulty to stay out 
of both. Both are fairly easy to spot. The 
evidence of the first is pride, arrogance, 
and the feeling of superiority when 
compared to others. The evidence of 
the second is depression, despair, and a 
crippling feeling of subordination to 
everyone and everything else. The 
soundtrack of the first heart is, “Look 
how awesome I am!” The second simply 
echoes Eeyore from Winnie the Pooh, 
“Woe is me!” The great news is that the 
gospel rescues us from both of those 
ditches.  

When pride and arrogance creep in as a 
r e s u l t o f s o m e t h i n g y o u ’ v e 
accomplished, it’s so easy to see 
yourself as more important than you 
really are. In that moment, the gospel 

reminds you of the depth of your 
brokenness, inadequacy, and ultimate 
need before God. It also speaks a word 
of balance by reminding you of the 
horrors of the cross and what it truly 
cost to redeem you. It rescues you once 
again from the ditch of pride. Colossians 
1:13 reminds us, “He has delivered us 
from the domain of darkness and 
transferred us to the kingdom of his 
beloved Son.” 

At the same time, if you are prone to 
think of yourself in terms of failure and 
despair, the gospel is a glorious 
reminder of the depth of love that God 
has for you. A glance at the cross 
reveals the magnificent and staggering 
love that God has for His wayward 
people. The words God utters over His 
Son, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17), apply 
to you as well. As a child of the Most 
High King, you have found favor with 
Him. Let those words wash afresh over 
you today. 

Continued on Page 2

October at a glance

Community Kitchen 
Our church is responsible for serving 
Community Kitchen on following dates: 
Monday, Oct. 16, Friday, Oct 20 
Monday, Oct. 23, and Friday, Oct. 27 
This is an excellent way to get your 
whole family, LiNC group, or friends 
involved in serving the community. Sign 
up at the Connection Center.  

http://clearlakefree.org
http://clearlakefree.org


 

The Caring 
P regnancy 
Center is a 
C h r i s t -
c e n t e r e d 
m i n i s t r y 
commi t ted 
to upholding 
the sanctity 
of human life 

by demonstrating the love of Christ to women and 
men facing unplanned pregnancy by providing 
spiritual, physical and emotional support. 

Because of the faithful and loving support of your 
church over the last 31 years, we have been able 
to carry out this mission by providing pregnancy 
tests, options counseling, non-diagnostic 
ultrasound for the purpose of confirming 
pregnancy, mentoring for fathers, abortion healing, 
support in the form of baby and maternity items 
and equipment through the Baby Bucks Program, 
education on pregnancy, parenting, breastfeeding, 
newborn care, and Bible exploration.  

All of our services are confidential and you make it 
possible to provide them free of charge. 

Each year, we serve over 200 families from 12  
counties, over 90% of whom are below the poverty 
level. About 300 spiritual discussion and 430 times 
of prayer with clients occur every year. Over the 
last 30 years over 1,200 babies have been born to 
our clients at the CPC. 

We depend on volunteers from the Christian 
community who mentor clients, maintain the Baby 
Bucks store, and serve on the Board of Directors. 
We depend on you and other churches who offer 
financial support and pray for the CPC. We 
depend constantly upon the Lord for wisdom, 
strength and guidance. And we praise Him for all 
that we see Him doing in lives around us. 

Contact us: 
Caring Pregnancy Center 
830 15th St SW, Mason City 50401 
641-424-2237 
caring@cpcmasoncity.org 
www.cpcmasoncity.org 
Like us on Facebook 
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Our Great Need (Continued)… 
Perhaps you’re wondering why this? Success and failure, why now? By the end of the month, we will have 
worked our way through 2 Samuel 1-11. We will see 10 chapters of David’s successes and God’s blessing 
of him. He is anointed King, established Jerusalem as the capitol, had continuous victory in battle, and even 
brought the Ark to Jerusalem. There is victory upon victory, success after success, and God adds blessing 
upon blessing. And all of that success goes straight to David’s head as we come to chapter 11.  

From 2 Samuel 11 through chapter 20, there is wreckage, sin, brokenness, heartache, pain, and all of the 
consequences that come as a result. And we will work our way through it all. As we begin, it’s vital to be 
reminded of the ditches we all have the tendency of ending up in. The amazing thing about the Bible that 
actually speaks to its authenticity is the wreckage it reveals. It doesn’t sugar coat David. It doesn’t sweep 
the sin away and pretend like it never happened. It puts it on full display for all to see, in full 1080p HD, 
surround sound and all. The reason is to remind us that we all, like David, are sinful human beings in 
desperate need of rescue. The call should never be, “Live like David! Well…other than the adultery and 
murder parts!” The call is for us all to see the cancerous sin within and that our only hope of rescue lies 
outside of us. 

That is the amazing reality embedded in 2 Samuel 7. There is a True King who will rule and reign with justice 
and equity for all of eternity. One who would not only live perfectly in our place, but who died shamefully in 
our place, and rose victoriously in our place. Jesus will one day return and reign victoriously with perfect 
peace as the Lamb of God and our Great Shepherd! 

p.2

Missionaries of the Month: Caring Pregnancy Center 

As for prayer request/praises: 
1. For a united team to work together for God to better the ministry. 
2. For a clear vision of where God is leading the CPC into the future. 
3. For a hedge of protection around the office and the team. 
4. For wisdom and guidance for our board of directors to lead the CPC into the future. 
5. For a Dessert Reception that honors God and gives Him all the glory. 
6. For our upcoming Forgiven and Set Free retreat to minister to the post abortive women and help 
them feel and know God’s healing. 

Praise Report: 
A time of learning and spiritual refreshment some of us have had at the Care-Net conference. 
That out of 184 clients who have had ultrasounds, 172 have chosen life. 
That over 1,200 babies have been born to CPC clients over the past 30 years. 
That prayer and spiritual conversations occur every day at the CPC. 

“The amazing thing about the Bible that 
actually speaks to its authenticity is the 

wreckage it reveals.”

2 Samuel Reading Plan for October 
Sunday’s Text 
2 Samuel 1 
2 Samuel 2-6 
2 Samuel 7 
2 Samuel 8-10 
2 Samuel 11 

Date 
October 1 
October 8 
October 15 
October 22 
October 29 

Overview 
David laments for Saul 
Success and Blessing 
Temple and Dynasty 
David’s Powerful Reign 
David and Bathsheba 

Text(s) to Read 
2 Samuel 1 
2 Samuel2-6; Psalm 132 
2 Sam. 7; Psalms 2, 72, 145; Isaiah 11,42; Ezekiel 34 
2 Samuel 8-10, Psalm 60; Romans 8:28 
2 Samuel 11; Deut 17:14-20; Psalm 51 



Thank You
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Continued… 
To our church family,

Mike and I want to say a huge thank you to everyone at our E-Free church family. You will never know 
how much all of your thoughts and prayers helped us get through the absolute most difficult time. On 
August 10 our lives changed forever. We could not have gotten through it without each and every one of 
you! We are blessed to be involved with such a supportive and caring church family and we appreciate 
all of you. Thank you so much!

	 Love, Mike and PJ Kruger


THANK YOU for your willingness to participate in the 99-County Bible Reading Marathon on Thursday, 
August 31 with a 5 hour reading time period filling 20 of the 15 minute time slots. This reading started on 
Tuesday, August 29 and concluded with a celebration in the parking lot diagonally from the Court House 
on Sunday evening, September 3. There were 22 area churches involved, 300 volunteers and readers 
ranging in age from 5 to 85. This was accomplished in a total of 88 hours.   
	 Thanks again!  Karen Campbell, Coordinator 

Worship Article (Continued from page 4): So why am I not at 100%? Let’s be honest, I don’t look 
forward to the 17 hour flights and layovers. I don’t look forward to being away from my family and 
comforts for two weeks. Last I checked, they still have large bugs, spiders, and lizards. What will I have to 
do that I won’t be comfortable doing? From now, until I get back home from camp (2018), I will start to 
think and worry about the things out of my control. Will my children be safe while I am gone? What if they 
need me? Will something happen to my mom as her health continues to fail? I am a natural worrier which 
makes me a great prayer. As often as these “what if’s” enter my thoughts, I pray about them. My 
dependency on the Lord doesn’t just start at camp. It is an ongoing, daily pleasure. 

I expect I will feel the same way I did this past January. Once I step foot on the land of Uganda, I will be 
110% glad I am there. The worries won’t be so prevalent as God will give me a new focus. Being 
uncomfortable only makes me appreciate what I have more. My comfort zone will be stretched, because 
God will grow me in whatever way He plans to and I know I will not leave Uganda the same as I came. As 
we as a team prayerfully prepare for each detail of the camp we do so with a heart of worship and 
obedience to the King; each night giving glory to God for all that He accomplished that day! 

Most of all, God will use me for His glory. Sometimes I am a mess. I am a sinner. I can be selfish with my 
time and resources. I am not always gracious. I am impatient and afraid of taking risks. I often worry that I 
am not good enough and have little to offer. God still chooses me. God will use me for His glory. He will 
use me to spread His truth and love. He will use me to be his hands and feet for those that I meet. He will 
use you too. Join the team and I in Uganda this January. Be His hands and feet. Even if you are not even 
at 70%, but are interested, talk to Randy Vaage, Tim Fyfe, or myself and we will pray for you. Come! 

Christmas In October 
“Joy to the world, the Lord is come.” Believe it or not, there are only 86 days until we celebrate the 
birth of our Lord, so it’s time for Christmas in October again! October is the month that we set aside 
to honor our missionary families with young children at home by helping them with a little extra 
financial gift during the holiday season. Todd Corbin’s recent visit reminded us how important 
prayers for, and ministry to, our missionary kids truly is. This year our families are continuing to grow 
and change. We have 1 missionary kids who are still living at home. This includes the new additions 
of a boy soon to be adopted by Lance & Lynn Anderson and the Noriegas who are due to have a 
baby on Christmas Day! Take a peek at the mission board table to see their smiling faces and to 
drop any amount of a donation in the drop box. At the end of October all of the money will be 
counted and divided equally for each child. This ministry has been a huge blessing to our missionary 
parents these past few years as it helps them to buy Christmas presents that they might not be able 
to without receiving your gift. Merry Christmas in October! 

Dear CLEFC,

On behalf of Northern Lights Alliance for the Homeless, please allow us to take this opportunity to thank 
you for your generous donation of $50.00. Your commitment to helping the homeless in the community 
is sincerely appreciated. We continue to strive to advance our mission of housing and caring for the 
homeless. Our programs have helped give people a hand up to aid them in bettering their lives. We are 
able to continue our programs for the homeless because of generous supporters like you. 	 

	 Sincerely, Jeannie Kingery




Matthew 4:19, “Come 
follow me, and I will make 
you fishers of men.”  

T h i s w a s C h r i s t ’s 
message to Simon Peter 
and Andrew who he 
found fishing in the Sea 
of Galilee. At first blush, 
this might not seem to 
connect to a bunch of 
guys heading 300 miles 

north to a lake for five days of eating and fishing and 
eating. Certainly, the trip is about wetting a line and 
experiencing the thrill of “get the net I think it’s a big 
one!” Then there is the agony of defeat when your 
boat conks out on the wrong side of the lake on a 
windy day and the great taste of victory for the 
rescue boaters that pulls you back to the safety of 
the resort. And of course there’s the food: brats, 
burgers, steak, pork chops, cheesy potatoes, and 
the ever present beans. 

The experience is so much more however. First is 
the opportunity for guys to experience the joy filled 
time with guys without the “need” for added 
stimulants. We laugh, pick on each other, cry 
together, watch some sports, wash dishes, drink 
good coffee, and of course eat all in the presence of 
good guys praising God for the blessings of the 
great chance to enjoy the bounty He provides. 

The second blessing is the way we each become 
immersed in one another’s lives and sprit by 
spending time in a boat fishing and talking together.  
I believe Christ knew that fishermen are the kind of 
folks that can counted on in times of need and are 
trustworthy to the end. That is one of the takeaways 
of the past fifteen years of the blessings of this 
annual pilgrimage.  

This year we had the privilege of seeing the 
expression of exuberance on one of the guys face 
who had never held a fishing pole before when he 
caught several nice size fish and in doing so opened 
up to the excitement of interaction with other good 

Christian men in a way that I don’t believe he had 
previously experienced.  

The third and best blessing that I will talk about here 
is our time in the Word during devotions. It was the 
real meat and potatoes of the experience. As we 
have for several years, we are challenged by Darwin 
Anderson leading our time. Our focus has been 
witnessing for Christ to those around us: neighbors,  
co-workers, and anyone anywhere. Starting from 
the prospective of overseas missions and the 
incredibly hungry new believes in Africa and the 
Middle East but also the “over the fence folks” in our 
own backyards. And there we are back to the Vision 
Statement and the Great Commission, “To 
transform lives.” Us fishermen are definitely a group 
of unskilled laborers in this endeavor. Witnessing to 
those around us is as comfortable, as well I guess I 
would have to say writing an article for the church 
monthly newsletter. But, that is the true focus of this 
great teaching to this group of mostly grey haired, 
not outspoken, (except Roger,) collection of church 
raised but uncomfortable speakers of God’s truth 
and salvation.  

So the fun times do happen on this adventure but 
the best part is the study of how to reach or those 
lost souls around us. We discussed the idea of 
continuing a class of “witnessing for dummies” once 
back in Clear Lake. Please let me know if you are 
interested in such. So the trip is September 12-16 
next year, I know Mark Mowery already has it on his 
calendar. Please join us! 

Elder Notes: Fishers of Men by Kent Hall 
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Last January, on 
the last day of the 
IM Uganda camp, 
surrounded by all 
o f t h e e x c i t e d 
students, I said, 
“God willing I will 
b e b a c k n e x t 
January.”I said this 
sen tence many 
times to all those 
who asked as we 
hugged goodbye. I 
meant it then and I 

mean it now. However, I went through different 
stages of this sentence. I was all in for January 
2018 while I was still at the 2017 camp.  

It is kind of funny how I went from 100% to 90% 
in just two days. After having time away from the 
camp and we had two days planned out before 
the long flight home, I somehow lost 10%. The 
first day after camp was just about rest; sleeping 
in a soft, comfortable bed. An afternoon nap, free 
time, touching base with loved ones back home, 
and eating something different. It is on that day  
you realize how tired you really are. You don’t 
have to have energy for anything. This is the first 
day after camp that you don’t need to know what 
time it is and what is next on the agenda, you 
don’t even care what time it is. So this is where 
my 10% went. When I realized how much effort is 
put into each minute of those long days at camp. 

On the final day we do something nice as a 
group, along with the missionaries, we went to 
support. I love to experience the culture, so the 
last day was a fun one! This doesn’t add to my 
percentage, but none is taken away. I am still at 
90%.  

Finally, it is the day to go home. I begin the 
morning with excitement and energy. Maybe it 

was the anticipation of getting home, but the drive 
to the airport seems to take forever! We hurry to 
get our luggage through and then we have to wait 
two and a half hours. The energy I had just a few 
hours ago is gone and we are tired all over again. 
And this is where the percentage starts to fall and 
over the next 20 hours, it will fall at a steady rate. 
The first 9 hour flight back for me is the worst; 
and then another waiting period in Amsterdam, 
and finally the last 8 hour flight to Minneapolis. By 
the time we arrive, I am 70% sure I will be back 
next year.  

But guess what; eight months later I am up to 
90%. I attribute the reason for the increase 
because of the many conversations with students 
(via Facebook) over this period of time. Almost 
daily, I have a short conversation with one brother 
or sister from Uganda. Many times, more than 
one, and on special days, I will have up to four 
conversations going in a day. Most of them aren’t 
long, but they are important. What do we talk 
about? Most of the time they reach out to me for 
prayer or guidance in a situation. We pray over 
Facebook for school, employment, financial 
stability, health, family, and other issues that need 
prayer. Sometimes they just dream and share 
how they hope their future will unfold. Praying with 
them is the best thing I can do for them. I have 
never struggled in the way they struggle daily. 
When they are sick, they have to really suffer 
through it because they can’t afford to see a 
doctor or medication. For many, the food they eat 
at camp is the most food they will eat a day until 
the next camp; three meals, versus, maybe one 
meal. One boy lovingly told me of a time when he 
was late getting home from school and his sister 
ate more than her share of food, leaving nothing 
for him to eat all day. He was hungry, but not 
mad, because he knew she needed it. Wow. 

Continued on Page 6
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Going as an Act of Worship                                                                         


