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We spend time at each 
elder meeting praying for 
the needs of the people in 
our church, and at times it 
can be heartbreaking.
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concerned with the style 
of the songs we sing as 
He is about the hearts 
that are singing them.
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clearlakefree.org 

We exist to make disciples by 
“Sharing Life Transformed by Christ’s Love”

Clear Lake Evangelical 
Free Church

   

Weekly: 
9:30am: Sunday Worship 

11:00am Sunday School  

6:00pm: High School Ministry 

8:30am Tuesday: Men’s and 
Women’s Bible Studies 

7:00pm: Tuesdays, Corporate 
Prayer in the Sanctuary 

6:30pm: Wednesday, Student 
Ministry  

Special Events: 
11/7: Daylight Savings Time 
Ends 

11/23 and 24: Offices Closed 

Board Meetings: 
11/13: 5:30pm Admin. 
11/28: 6:30pm Mission 

Reminded Together by Pastor James
I am reminded of two quotes about the 
gospel from Martin Luther; both apply to 
our desire to walk through Paul Tripp’s 
devotional, Whiter than Snow, together. 
First, Martin Luther was once asked by 
one of his church members, “Why do 
you preach the gospel to us every 
week?” He replied, “Because every 
week you forget it.” Second, in his 
commentary on Galatians, Luther 
writes, “The truth of the gospel is the 
principle article of all Christian doctrine; 
most necessary is it that we know this 
article well, teach it to others, and beat 
it into our heads continually.”  

There is a tendency in our lives to forget 
this greatest of all news. As a result, it is 
necessary, by whatever means, to 
emblazon the gospel across the 
billboards of our minds, retune the lyrics 
we hum and sing to ourselves, and 
reclaim the narrative of the stories we so 
frequently listen to in our own minds. 
We are prone to forget. Prone to 
wander. Prone to settle for lesser things 
at every turn. 

This is why we are going to walk 
through Whiter than Snow together as a 
church from November 6 through 
December 27. For fifty-two days, we will 
behold various angles of and glean 
different insights from Psalm 51. It is a 
song of brokenness. It is a song of 
contrition. It is a song of sacrifice. It 
drips with the blood of the crucified Son 
of God. The innocent becomes guilty. 
The guilty become innocent. It is David’s 
song. It is my song. It is your song. 
Apart from the truths it contains, there is 
no hope. All that awaits is bleak. All that 
remains is dark.  

Thankfully, the truths contained there 
are a refreshing drink for our parched 
souls. There is life. There is hope. There 
is steadfast love. There is joy. There is 
mercy. And that is what we need to be 
reminded of and why we need to be 
reminded together. 

Be sure to join us in our journey through 
Whiter Than Snow now through the end 
of the year.  

November at a glance

Coming in December: 
Harvest Festival: December 3 following church. The giving project will be 
used toward the Deacon Fund with monies used to help families 
connected to the church that have suffered serious illness or injury. Look 
for other details in upcoming publications. 


Women’s Christmas Event, Cookies and Carols: Monday, December 4 at 
6:30pm. Join us for wonderful fellowship with ladies of all ages. Invite your 
friends. Look for sign up information in upcoming publications.

Don’t forget to set your clocks back on November 5.

Offices closed on Thursday, November 23 and Friday, November  24. 

http://clearlakefree.org
http://clearlakefree.org
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Dear Clear Lake E-Free Church, 

Thank you so much for welcoming me into your church a few weeks ago. It truly was a gift to get to 
meet so many of you and to share about God’s work in the hearts of the lost and resistant students on 
the college campus in Brazil. Your prayers and financial gifts are a reflection of the love of God that He 
has poured into your hearts through Jesus Christ. Thank you to the Mission Committee and Women’s 
Ministry for beautifully organizing the Women’s Coffee and a moment for me to share during the service. 
Thank you to the Praise Team that accompanied and joyfully joined me in serving during offertory. Thank 
you to everyone who is a part of Clear Lake Evangelical Free for your support, prayers, and words of 
encouragement. I truly am blessed to be partnering with you all, and I look forward to seeing how God 
will work in the next 4 years in Brazil! 

	 ~With joy, Grace Hanson


Thank you so much for the beautiful orchid plant to honor my mom! Thanks to everyone who showed their 
love by calls, cards, memorials, and the warm hugs. We so appreciate all of you. 
	 ~ God bless each one of you, Dee and Dan 

As for prayer request/praises: 
Please pray that God would continue to guide/lead me as I disciple my friend Edi here. At times it 
is difficult as my Romanian is growing and his English is growing, so also please pray for patience! 
Please pray that God would continue to shape and form my every thought, word, and deed 
would bring glory to Christ and exalt his name to those around me.  
Please pray that God would continue to bring me discernment as I seek his will of where exactly 
in Romania I will return to. 
Please praise God for the grace and mercy that we have through Christ each and every day! 
Please praise God for the many answered prayers in my life along with steadfast love and 
patience he has for people like me who are slow learners! 

2 Samuel Reading Plan for November 

Sunday’s Text 
2 Samuel 12 
2 Samuel 13 
2 Samuel 14-18 
2 Samuel 19-20 

Date 
November 5 
November 12 
November 19 
November 26 

Overview 
The Prophet Nathan 
Like Father-Like Son 
Absalom’s Rebellion 
Davids Laments for Absalom 

Text(s) to Read 
2 Samuel 12; Leviticus 26; Deuteronomy 28-30 
2 Samuel 13 
2 Samuel 14-18; Psalm 3; Psalm 63 
2 Samuel 19-20 

Missionaries of the Month: Justin Schneider- Romania 
Hello my name is Justin 
Schneider. I have now been 
living in Romania for 16 
months out of my 18-
month internship I am 
serving with International 
Messengers. I know many 
of you know me, but I am 
also guessing that there are 
new faces there at Clear 
Lake Evangelical Free and  

I look forward to meeting you when I come back to 
visit from February 5-June 29. As I said in the 
beginning as of right now I am coming to the close 
of my internship and I do feel that God’s call on my 
life is to remain here full-time in Romania sharing the 
gospel and investing into young Romanian men! 
Through you, my supporting home church along 
with many individuals who are supporting me both 
financially and prayerfully, God has blessed me 
having this opportunity to live overseas and to invest 
in others as I am being invested in. I have been 
serving under the Droll family and Doug Droll has 
been discipling me and keeping me accountable as 
I wage war through the power of Christ against sin 
and grow more and more into the image of Christ. I 
wish I could tell you of all the great things I have 
done, but in reality as I look back over this past year 

it seems like the greatest work done has been the 
change Christ has brought to my life. There are a 
few young men that God has put into my life that I 
have had the privilege to study God’s word with and 
grow with, but as I began to spend more time with 
them I continued to feel the conviction of areas 
where I had become complacent with sin. By your 
prayers and encouragements though God has been 
shaping and forming me, by my brothers in Christ 
here, to live in integrity and transparency as I fight 
the good fight of faith. It is because of your faithful 
donations and prayers that God has been 
transforming my life and I praise and thank God for 
you!

A gaggle of little girls has been descending on the Nursery when Sunday School is over. All of them do a 
good job of reshelving the toys they use so I have not curtailed this invasion. They bring their dolls and 
imaginations. It is a joy to watch them practice their mothering skills. While I am washing cups, collecting 
garbage, and cleaning toys, I pretend not to listen and they pretend I am not there. Sometimes they help by 
sweeping the carpet and putting toys away, but mostly they go about the business of pretending. Each 
corner becomes someone’s house. Each chair becomes a baby crib. Every other phrase out of their 
mouths is “let’s pretend.” Pretending is what allows their imagination to take the game in any direction they 
want to add to their “story. “Let’s pretend I am the baby’s aunt.” “Let’s pretend we are going shopping.” 
“Let’s pretend my baby is sick.” And the best one yet: “Let’s pretend I am having contractions and you will 
have to take me to the hospital in an hour!” 
Sometimes pretending helps us think through how to react or what to say to someone in our future. What 
would your today be like if I said: “Let’s pretend that Jesus is coming tomorrow!”?
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Community is one of 
four core values outlined 
i n o u r C l e a r L a k e 
Evangelical Free vision 
guide that serves to 
help us narrow our 
focus on what we are 
striving toward as a 
church. Communi ty 
seems like a simple 
enough concept, and 
something Iowans seem 

to naturally do very well. For example, it seems 
like every harvest since we moved here there is a 
story in the news of farmers banding together 
and harvesting another farmer’s crop for him 
because he, or his family, is unable to do it on 
their own due to some hardship. Coming from a 
place where you didn’t ask for directions if you 
were lost; first, because you were a guy, and 
second, because it probably wasn’t safe to stop 
and ask anyway, it’s refreshing to see people 
taking care of one another in this way.  

One of the things I enjoy about being an elder is 
that I feel I am acutely more aware of individual 
stories of people in our church than I otherwise 
would be. We spend time at each elder meeting 
praying for the needs of the people in our church, 
and at times it can be heartbreaking. The number 
of people that we pray for facing cancer alone is 
enough to make me ask God, “Why? Why do 
your people have to suffer this way?” 

While my knee-jerk human reaction is to question 
God, I’m reminded, and encouraged, by Pastor 
James’ sermon over 2 Samuel 7, in which the 
main point was that God is always doing infinitely 
more than we are ever aware of. While it would 
certainly be nice to be in the know on these 
things from time to time, it’s important for us to 
rest in the fact that we serve an Almighty, all 
knowing God! We’re much better off with Him at 
the helm than we would be with anyone else 
running the show, certainly ourselves.  

I’m also reminded of James 1:2-4, “Count it all 
joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various 
kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith 
produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness 
have its full effect, that you may be perfect and 
complete, lacking nothing.” This sounds simple 
enough, but is certainly easier said than done. 
How can we be expected to count trials, such as 
a cancer diagnosis, as joy?  

This is where it comes back to the importance of 
being in community with one another. I have been 
greatly encouraged by being in LiNC group, in 
Sunday School classes, and just in the foyer with 
people who have counted, and are counting, their 
trials as joys! I have seen a man dedicate his life 
to Christ after receiving a cancer diagnosis. I have 
seen spouses faithfully caring for one another as 
they go through the trials of sickness. I have seen 
parents faithfully praying for their children to be 
healed. I have seen a man diagnosed with cancer 
say, “Use it for your glory, praise God!” These are 
not stories from a Chicken Soup for the Soul New 
York Times best seller, these are all testimonies of 
faith of people right here in our CLEFC 
community!  

Obviously we wish cancer on no one and 
continue to pray for healing for those battling this 
and other various diseases we face as part of 
l i v i ng in a fa l l en wor ld . But what an 
encouragement and example these folks are to 
me and everyone else living in community with 
them of how to draw nearer to our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ in times of trials. I pray that 
we all look for ways we can pray for, encourage, 
and be encouraged by others simply by living in 
community together.   

Elder Notes: Community: Growing in grace, together   
by Brian Jordan With Adam here this 

past summer to help 
with the worship, it 
gave me some much 
needed time off to rest 
and spend time with 
our new son, Landry. 
While I did rest and 
spend a lot of snuggle 
time with him, I also 
enjoyed going through 
Bob Kauflin’s “Worship 

Matters” video intensives. Over the twelve 
sessions, he covered topics like preparing the 
heart and mind for worship, the skill as a 
musician, what my task is as a worship leader, 
why we even sing in the first place, healthy 
tensions, and loving the church.  I’d like to share 
some of the things I learned from it with you.  

I really liked Bob’s definition of a worship leader. 
He says  “a faithful worship leader magnifies the 
greatness of God in Jesus Christ through the 
power of the Holy Spirit by skillfully combining 
God’s Word with music, thereby motivating the 
gathered church to proclaim the gospel, to 
cherish God’s presence, and to live for God’s 
glory”.  Leading God’s people in worship is a 
daunting task and one that I don’t take lightly! Yes 
I love to create music, play my guitar, and sing but 
leading God’s people into His presence in order 
that they might worship Him is something totally 
different and I often times feel totally inadequate 
and humbled in being tasked to do so. I so desire 
and pray that I am magnifying the greatness of 
God and motivating you to proclaim the gospel, 

to cherish God’s presence and to live for God’s 
glory. 

One thing I love about CLEFC is the variety of 
music that we can sing on any given Sunday. We 
can go from singing Brethren We Have Met to 
Worship right into Worthy, Worthy and no one 
bats an eye. Not all churches have this strength. 
Traditional hymns and modern choruses can be 
used together and I enjoy being able to utilize this 
opportunity when planning a service. I agree with 
what Bob has to say regarding today’s “worship 
wars” when it comes to music styles and the 
difference between emotions and affections. He 
says, “God isn’t nearly as concerned with the 
style of the songs we sing as he is about the 
hearts that are singing them.”  

He goes on to admit, “The most emotionally 
affecting songs are often the ones that are most 
theologically shallow. And some of the most 
theologically rich songs are so packed with truth 
that they fail to move many people’s hearts.”  I’d 
like to propose a challenge: if you find yourself 
moved by a song make sure it’s because of the 
words you’re singing and not because of the 
sound of the music. And for those who are 
discontent is it because the words lack depth or 
because it’s not the style you prefer? Let us all 
examine our hearts so that we may truly worship 
our great God rightly, regardless of the style of 
song we’re singing at the moment. 

These are just two tidbits I gleaned from the 
“Worship Matters” videos and I would encourage 
you, if you’re interested, to invest time in watching 
some or all of them. They were very helpful to me, 
not only as a worship leader, but also as a church 
member too! You can access them at:  http://
sovereigngracemusic.org/training/wmvi/ 

Worship Matters by Emily Gerdts                                                                         

“God isn’t nearly as concerned 
with the style of the songs            
we sing as he is about the       

hearts that are singing them”         
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“It’s important for us to rest in 
the fact that we serve an 

Almighty, all knowing God!”
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Search Committee Letter  
I have the privilege of serving on the Search Committee for a new Senior Pastor. This opportunity has 
caused each of us on the committee to be stretched in our faith. It is a daunting task, and we constantly 
seek God’s wisdom and guidance. 

1 Peter 4:10-11, “As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good 
stewards of the manifold grace of God. “Whoever speaks is to do so as one who is speaking the 
utterances of God; whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; 
so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion 
forever and ever. Amen.” 

1 Peter 4:10-11 vividly demonstrates the need for God’s leading: 
We are given a gift from God, 
We are stewards of the grace of God, 
We serve by the strength of God, 
And all we do is to the glory of God, 

God really had to work on my heart to get me to the point that I could consider it a privilege to serve on 
this committee. It is a lot of work to take minutes and transcribe them into a readable format and we have 
a lot of meetings. It can feel very overwhelming. I’d like to thank Lavonne Kacer for her encouragement.  
Right in the middle of my “pity party”, I received a note from Lavonne thanking me for my service.              
I shouldn’t need thanks, but God is so good that He provided Lavonne to brighten my day. 

Another passage that spoke to me during this time is 1 Corinthians 3:6-15. It tells us that we need to 
remember that our efforts are nothing, it is God that gives growth to the church. And the latter part of the 
passage shows us that God is constantly evaluating our work for Him. This means that we must not only 
be willing to serve Him, we must also have the right attitude while doing it! We can’t be resentful or proud 
or have any other negative attitude, the fire that will test our work will burn up such efforts. What a 
responsibility we have! But God has given us the Holy Spirit to teach us when we need a correction. 

The work of the Search Committee continues. It is time consuming, but we want to have a solid 
foundation of prayer, planning, and procedures before visiting with any potential candidates. 

Prayer:  
1)  We pray individually, and at least once at every meeting. We pray for God’s wisdom, we pray for our 
church and individual members, we pray for unity in the body and in the committee, and we pray for the 
man God will bring to serve as our Senior Pastor. 
2)  In addition, we ask for your prayers. We can’t do this alone, we need God and we need your help, in 
prayer and in patience. 

Planning:   
1)  We studied our Church Bylaws to be sure we are in compliance. 
3)  We compiled a church history of Clear Lake Evangelical Free. 
4)  We studied and followed the steps outlined in the book The Right Pastor by Wesley Johnson. 
5)  We reviewed our church Vision Guide, Mission Statement, and Values Summary.   

Planning Stage Questions: 
1)  How do we get feedback from the congregation as to their wishes? 
2)  How can we keep the members informed as to our progress? 
3)  How can we best be fair to Pastor James? 

Procedures:   Congregational Communication: 
1)  We developed a congregational survey to get a picture of their wishes. We were pleased with the 
number of people who took time to respond and for the thought that was put into their answers. 
2)  We developed a profile of both our church and of the qualities we would desire in our next pastor, 
using our church standards and the survey results. In addition, all our pastors must meet the Scriptural 
standards for an Elder. The profile was mailed to members and regular attendees. 
3)  We provided two Open Forum meetings to hear from interested members and attendees. 
4)  We have had brief messages from various members of the committee at Sunday Services and at our 
Quarterly Business meetings. 
5)  An email letter was sent out to members and regular attendees, with the summary of Jeff Penning’s 
testimony that he gave in church. Those without email were sent a letter. 
6)  This article will appear in the Body Builder. 
7)  We will be open in communication with members up to a point, but the content of actual discussions 
in the Search Committee meetings will remain confidential. 

Procedures:  Communication with Pastor James: 
1)  Cory Gerdts, as Head Elder, is our contact person to keep Pastor James informed of our general 
progress. However, Pastor James himself has stated that he does not want to influence the committee in 
any way and he will accept whatever procedures are determined as the way we want to proceed. 

General Procedures: 
1)  We have contracted with an on-line service called Minister Connections that matches churches with 
positions open to those pastors who are seeking. The profile that we developed will be inserted as part of 
the data that appears on the website. 
2)  The opening for a Senior Pastor may be posted on our own church website. However, interested 
parties looking at the church website would still go through filling out the questionnaire on the Minister 
Connection site. 
3)  We keep in touch with Mark Doss, our representative at the Central District. 
4)  The decision on whether or not to obtain an Interim Pastor would be handled by the Elder Board, 
according to our Bylaws. 
5)  We are leaving the timing of presenting a candidate to the members, and the final decision regarding a 
particular candidate, in God’s hands. 

I’ll close with another Scriptural reference: Proverbs 3:5-6, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not 
lean on your own understanding. “In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths 
straight.” We are trusting in God and His faithfulness throughout this whole process. 

Nancy Plorins for the Search Committee 


