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March 1 is the first day of Lent this year. 
Lent is the traditional 40 days (minus 
Sundays) of preparation for Easter. The 
term Lent has no biblical connection. It is 
an Old English word referencing longer 
daylight of the spring season. Usually 
people associate Lent with giving up 
some activity by practicing the discipline 
of fasting. This year, I am encouraging 
you to begin or increase activity by 
drawing near to God. 
The theme for this year’s Resurrection 
Weekend (April 14-16) is Through the 
Torn Curtain. This focus is from Hebrews 
10:19-20: “Therefore, brothers, since we 
have confidence to enter the holy places 
by the blood of Jesus,  by  the new and 
living way that he opened for us 
through  the curtain, that is, through his 
flesh.” These words are significant to us 
as believers and as the church of Jesus 
Christ. These words are also significant 
to CLEFC’s values of Gospel, Worship, 
Community, and Mission.  

We must realize that this was a unique 
curtain that had a unique purpose and 
place. Hebrews 9:1-10 gives a brief 
summary of how worship worked under 
the Law and Old Covenant. The curtain 
(sometimes called the veil) was part of 
God’s design to show the people of Israel 
that He was among them, as their God, 
but that their sin separated them from 
Him. Hebrews 9:23 says that God’s 
design was a copy of what takes place in 
the heavenly realms. 
The curtain was large and ornate but it 
was not just for decoration. It was a 60 
foot high, 30 foot wide, nearly four inch 
thick literal barrier that was symbolic of 
how sin had caused a break between 
God and humanity. Adam and Eve in 
God’s created perfection had continuous 
and shameless community with God. But 
after they sinned, there was a barrier 
between them and God to remind them 
of His holiness and their sinfulness, 
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The curtain was large and ornate but it was not just for decoration. It was a 60 foot high, 30 
foot wide, nearly four inch thick literal barrier that was symbolic of how sin had caused a 
break between God and humanity.

Draw Near to God by Pastor Dan 

Read about how God 
is transforming the 
life of Brian Eppens. 

Transformed 
Brian Eppens

>> see p.6

March at a Glance
WEEKLY SPECIAL EVENTS BOARD MEETINGS

9:30am: Sunday Worship 3/19: 4:00pm: Gerdts Baby Shower 
 

3/7: 5:30pm Trustee
11:00am: Sunday School 3/30: 6:30pm: YFC Comedy Club 3/13: 5:30pm Administrative
6:00pm: Sundays, High School 3/31: 6:30pm: Worship Night 3/13: 6:45pm Missions

8:30am: Men’s & Women’s Study
6:30pm: Wednesdays, Middle School
7:00pm: Thursdays, Check Bulletin for         location

What’s inside 
Looking 
ahead to 
summer!
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“Worship is so much  
more than music.”

Worship 
Rich Froiland

>> see p.4
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A Couples Baby Shower
for Cory and Emily Gerdts

Will be in the Fireside Room on Sunday, March 
19 at 4:00pm. Games, music, devotions, gifts 
and food are all included in this event!! Cory  

and Emily are registered at 
Amazon.com. Everyone is invited to write a note 

inside a favorite children's book in place of a 
card to build Baby Landry's library.

Senior Brunch
Save The Date

We are going to have a  
Senior Brunch at 

9:30am on April 21 in 
the Fireside Room. 

Wycliffe Associates
Banquet

Will be held on Monday, 
April 17, 7:00pm at 

the Best Western Holiday 
Lodge. Complimentary 
tickets are available by 
contacting Ray Faust at 

357-6567.

http://clearlakefree.org
http://clearlakefree.org


 

Kevin Hook, director of Youth for Christ in Clear Lake, will be sharing with us  	 	   
during the morning service on March 12 about this new community outreach at 	  
the Clear Lake Middle School. Learn how you can be involved in this new ministry! 

Also, reserve your seats now for YFC's Comedy Club fundraiser on March 30 at 
the Surf! CLEFC is sponsoring 16 seats for this event!! Doors open at 6:15pm with 
the program from 6:30-8:45pm. Join us for an evening of laughter, learning about 
YFC and hear student stories on how YFC has impacted their lives. Contact Carol 
Hillebrand or the church to reserve your seats. You don't want to miss this event! 

We will also be commissioning Bill Kennedy and Bill and Nancy Paltzer on their respective trips to the 
Dominican Republic and India this month! Be in prayer for these individuals and their upcoming trips! 
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Mission Attractions by Carol Hillebrand of His desire to be in communion with them and their need for restored relationship with Him.  

Thankfully, God implemented a system that sacrificed sheep, goats, and doves instead of people for 
their sin. One time per year, on the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur), the High Priest would go on the 
other side of the curtain to intercede with God for the sin of the people and nation. This gave people 
the access to God they so desperately needed and it gave God connection to His people that He so 
lovingly desired.  

Enter Jesus. As we have seen during our Patient Perseverance series through Hebrews, Jesus is the 
perfect and permanent High Priest who mediates between us a God. He is also the perfect and final 
sacrifice to satisfactorily pay for people’s sins. According to Hebrews 10:20, He has opened the curtain 
for us to access God through Him. 

Did you catch that? What was once reserved for one appointed person is now available to all people 
through Jesus. What for centuries happened only one time per year is now always available for eternity 
through Jesus. 

So what? Hebrews 10:21-22 continues, “ And since we have a great priest over the house of God, let 
us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith.” This is the gospel. This is responsive worship. 
This builds community. This is living on mission with the gospel to transform lives in this church and 
hundreds in our communities. Draw near to God. No barriers. No limited access. No time limits. 
Through Jesus. By faith. 

This is what I want you to begin or increase during Lent in preparation for Resurrection Weekend. The 
remainder of Hebrews 10 through chapter 13 describe drawing near to God.  

          ☐ Hold on to your confession in Jesus. Don’t throw it away or shrink back! 
          ☐ Get together with other believers to encourage, to draw near, and to do good for God’s sake. 
          ☐ Stop sinning on purpose! 
          ☐ Persevere by faith in Jesus! Endure hard struggles and suffering! 
And that’s just the rest of chapter 10! 

Pick one and begin or increase prayerful connection and obedience to God. What will you look like 
when you confidently and actively draw near to God through Jesus in these next 46 days? What will I 
look like? What will we look like? Read ahead in Hebrews 11-13.   

We are looking to hire a summer Worship and Family Ministry Intern. 

The Ministerial Internship at Clear Lake Evangelical Free Church is designed to provide an opportunity for 
hands-on ministry experience and leadership development for an individual who feels called to vocational 
ministry in the local church. They will invest themselves spiritually through weekly worship organization and 
direction, shepherding individuals and families through various ministries and programs, and teaching in 
varied settings (dependent upon individual gifting and passion). If you know someone who may be 
interested, have them contact the Pastors or Elders for more information. 

Coming This Summer 

Vacation Bible School will be here before you know it! 

Be on the look out for ways you can get involved in the Maker’s Fun Factory! 



Jonah: A Tale of Mercy
By Pastor James
Over the past month we’ve been walking through the 
book of Jonah with students. On the surface, it’s a 
story many are familiar with: disobedience, storms, big 
fish, repentance, and a disgruntled prophet. Once you 
get beneath the surface, literally, you begin to see a 
few more startling and shocking aspects of the all too 
familiar Bible story. This short book does two things 
well. First, it reveals a God who is altogether different 
from us and who is not by any stretch of the 
imagination, accountable to us. Second, it reveals 
some of the same sinful behaviors and motivational 
structures in our lives as Jonah’s, from which we must 
repent.  

One of the verses that sets the stage for us about 
Jonah is found in 2 Kings 14. King Jeroboam  begins 
his reign in Samaria by restoring the border of Israel, 
according to the word of the Lord, the God of Israel, 
which he spoke by his servant Jonah the son of 
Amittai, the prophet” (v.25). What does that mean? It 
means Jonah was a border prophet who was greatly 
concerned with maintaining boundaries; keep the 
good in and the bad out. His heart was ultimately bent 
toward ensuring God’s favor toward national Israel 
wasn’t thwarted by outsiders. Jonah was an insider; 
and he wanted to keep it that way!  

Right away we’re met in chapter one by a few 
characters on the run. First is the enormous and 
perverse city of Nineveh, the capitol of Babylon (the 
enemy)! The second one on the run was Jonah, the 
prejudiced prophet. You can see a downward 
trajectory in his life, which sin always leads to. Third, 
we meet the pagan sailors, each of which is crying out 
to his own god. Lastly, there’s one more character on 
the run. He is very plainly and deliberately at work, but 
who is easily overlooked: the pursuing God. He is 
passionately chasing each of the other three in the 
story, much like the Father in the parable of the 
Prodigal Son (Luke 15). 

Next we see in chapters 2 and 3 a contrast between 
death and life. Jonah sinks deeper and deeper, 
thinking he’s going to die. He pleads with God and is  

swallowed by a great fish; life. From inside the fish, 
Jonah prays an amazing prayer, confessing, “Salvation 
belongs to the Lord” (2:9). He is then vomited out onto 
dry land for a second chance of obeying God’s 
commission to him. His audience was the enemy. His 
message was simple: 4 Hebrew words: forty days 
Nineveh toppled! It wasn’t even directed at anyone in 
particular. You can almost picture him, head downcast, 
hands in his pockets, kicking a rock, mumbling 
begrudgingly under his breath. And what happens? 
Repentance. Sackcloth and ashes. A fast. They 
believed God (3:5)! And Jonah rejoiced and returned to 
Jerusalem. End of story. Happily ever after, right?  
______________________________________________ 

“God is free to give salvation to 
whomever He wills. There’s no 
one too far gone or too sinful.” 

_______________________________________________ 

Not at all. Jonah waited the forty days to see if God 
would destroy the Ninevites. And he is furious that He 
didn’t. When Jonah receives mercy there’s 
thanksgiving (2:9)! When the Ninevites receive mercy, 
Jonah is furious (4:1)! Why? Because God isn’t 
behaving the way Jonah thinks He should. So Jonah 
throws a fit because God, to whom salvation belongs, 
has decided to show mercy to those He has created. 
Outsiders. And Jonah wants to die. There’s an 
amazing contrast in the Apostle Paul (Romans 9:2-5). 
His Jewish brothers have everything that points to 
Christ, yet somewhere along the line have missed Him. 
Paul also wants to die, though not out of anger, but a 
deep regret that his brothers will spend eternity 
separated from God. His desire is that he could be cut 
off from Christ for the sake of his brothers. 

God is free to give salvation to whomever He wills. 
There’s no one too far gone or too sinful. There’s no 
ethnicity or people group or tribe too far on the outs. 
The commission given to Jonah is the same 
commission given to us all, “Make disciples of all 
nations” (Matthews 28:19). May we be found faithful 
and obedient to this call and leave the results to God. 
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One of the things we want 
to take time each month to 
do is Celebrate L ives 
Transformed in our church, 
community, and among the 
nations.  

This month I want to 
introduce you to Brian 
Eppens. Brian has called 

CLEFC his church home for quite some time, but 
has only recently been coming on a regular basis. 
The annual men’s fishing trip is a place to regularly 
find Brian. One thing Brian loves doing, which he 
has done for the church a couple times, is cook. You 
may remember his masterpiece at last year’s 
Harvest Festival. We recently asked Brian a couple 
questions about what God has been doing in his life 
and wanted to share those with you. In thinking 
through various ways he has recently seen God at 
work in his life, Brian said he has loved talking with 
fellow Christians, spending more time in prayer, and 
as a result, he is not nearly as tempted by his past 
alcoholism. 

As he continues to grow in his walk with God, Brian 
said has seen God breaking down some old ways of 
thinking and acting and has a renewed view of 
prayer. Brian said, “I’ve changed my way of praying; 
I feel like I’ve actually learned how to pray.” He also 
shared that James 5:16 has become a particularly 
meaningful verse lately. It reads, “Therefore, confess 
your sins to one another and pray for one another, 
that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous 
person has great power as it is working”. Brian says, 
“It’s important that we talk about problems to fellow 
Christians and pray for each other.” What a great 
reminder! 

Be on the lookout for ways that you see God at 
work and celebrate whenever you see God 
transforming lives.  

Celebrating Lives Transformed 
Brian Eppens The Apostle Paul writes, “So, whether you eat or 

drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of 
God” (1 Corinthians 10:31). That applies to every 
single facet and aspect of our live. We believe that 
applies to areas of decorating and branding around 
the church as well. Martin Luther is rumored to 
have said, “The Christian shoemaker does his duty 
not by putting little crosses on the shoes, but by 
making good shoes, because God is interested in 
good craftsmanship.” In other words, if it’s worth 
doing, it’s worth doing well. We should do all that 
we do with excellence, for the glory of God.  

There are a few people that recently got together to 
discuss decorating and branding of things in the 
church, with an eye toward consistency and 
excellence. We discussed a number of things, 
which will be part of a larger, ongoing conversation 
in the days ahead. With that said, if you have an 
eye for decorating and a heart for magnifying God 
with your gifts, please let any member of the team 
know. We would love to discuss your ideas. The 
team includes: Becky Butz, Emily Gerdts, Carol 
Hillebrand, Karen Jordan, Susan Kennedy, and 
Pastor James. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________

July 16-22 our middle and high school students 
will be heading to Washington D.C. for a mission 
trip with Center for Student Missions (csm.org). 
We have 14 spots reserved for students and 
leaders. Please talk to Pastor James today if you 
are at all interested in this ministry opportunity. 

Decorating / Branding Team 

http://csm.org
http://csm.org


We are striving to live 
on mission with the 
Gospel to transform 
lives in our church, 
hund reds i n ou r 
c o m m u n i t y, a n d 
thousands among 
the nations by 2020. 
At least, that is what 
our vision statement 
is calling us to. An 
important question 

we have been asking (and you may have been 
asking as well) is, “In order to truly know if lives are 
being transformed, won’t we have to account for 
transformed lives somehow?” and, “Is that even an 
okay thing to measure?” 

Though we know we don’t have some kind of 
spiritual quota from God, we do know that He has 
called his church to “Go and make disciples.” So 
these questions of quantifying transformations are 
important ones, and the answers may not be 
straight forward. There may be different 
perspectives on these questions.  Here are at least 
2 possible perspectives: 

Perspective 1: “We shouldn’t be counting 
‘Transformed Lives.’ Living the Christian life is not 
about counting up to see how well we are doing or 
meeting a quota, but living faithfully and trusting 
that God will do what He pleases.” 

Perspective 2: “Counting ‘Transformed Lives’ is 
important to do! If we don’t ever asses whether or  

not any lives are being changed, it will be easy to 
settle into a comfort zone and lose our zeal for 
seeing God change people for His glory.” 

There is wisdom in both of these perspectives. For 
good measure, here is a third perspective: “Some 
kind of tracking of ‘Transformed Lives’ is necessary 
not only because it informs us about how we are 
doing in realizing our vision, but because it allows 
us to recognize and  
celebrate all of the things that God is doing in and 
through his people.” 

As a church, we want to hold ourselves 
accountable to the vision that we feel the Lord has 
called us to. In order to do that, we intend to do 
some kind of accounting and assessment of 
Transformed Lives within our church, our 
community and around the world in the coming 
months and years. We want to know, to recognize, 
and to celebrate the reach of those who are apart 
of CLEFC and serving God faithfully in their daily 
lives.  In order to do this, we will need your help! So 
in the coming months, we will be providing each of 
you wi th a way to let us know of the 
transformations you are seeing or are a part of both 
in our community and abroad. Stay tuned for that. 

But first, we must consider this question: What 
does transformation look like? How do we define 
it? Well, our Vision Guide has a simple description 
that we can unpack. Pick up a copy of the Vision 
Guide or stay tuned to the next Newsletter to hear 
more. And be keeping your eyes and ears open for 
ways in which you or people you are connected to 
are being transformed for the sake of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. 

Elder Notes by Cory Gerdts: Quantifying Tranformations 
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Only Everything for Love by Rich Froiland 
P a u l w r i t e s , ” I 
a p p e a l t o y o u 
therefore, brothers, 
by the mercies of 
God, to present 
your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy 
and acceptable to 
God, which is your 
s p i r i t u a l 
worship” (Romans 
12:1). 

It would seem the music wars are not over and 
they are nothing new. Writing about the organ 
being played in worship to God, Martin Luther 
said, "The organ in the worship to God is an 
ensign of Baal." John Wesley said, "I have no 
objection to the organ in our chapels provided it is 
neither seen nor heard." Charles Spurgeon said "I 
would as soon pray to God with machinery as to 
sing to God with machinery." Apparently many of 
our forefathers in the faith had problems with any 
instrument other than voices. I wonder what they 
would think of a mediocre guitar player from 
Iowa?  

We seem to have come along nicely since then. 
Only a few years ago churchs were fighting over 
the acceptability to God of a piano over organ 
and then guitars over pianos. Now we only get 
uptight over tempo, key, or how loud the drums 
are. This has always baffled me. Then again, 
drummers have always driven me crazy (insert 
winking smiley face here.) I’ve never understood 

the disagreements. It's like arguing over carpet 
color. It’s purpose is still to get walked on. 

As important as music is to corporate worship it is 
not worship unless we worship. I love that our 
church is using music with meat on the bone.  
Many of the words are edifying to believers or 
easily offered to God in public devotion. But, 
because music is subjective and emotional it can 
never be on a par with teaching or reading the 
word of God. 

The larger picture is the better one. Because if we 
strive for that, the rest will fall into place. That 
larger picture is this: "by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
worship." We don't have to give up much, only 
everything.   

Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 10:31, "So, whether 
you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the 
glory of God." This is what true worship is 
according to James 4:7, "So give yourselves 
completely to God." I fail constantly and 
sometimes on purpose with this whole life 
worship, but" If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9). Which, in 
my case at least, is a minute by minute effort.  

Worship is so much more than music. My prayer 
is that as I struggle to worship the Lord in 
everything I do, that the truth in the music we sing 
will come to mean more to me and to you as we 
battle to give ourselves away. And as always that I 
would not be a distraction to anyone but be used 
by God for His glory in a very small way. 

The worst thing that could happen to our music is 
that it simply becomes entertainment. I think 
we've been entertained enough. Let’s worship! 
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“As important as music is to 
corporate worship it is not 

worship unless we worship.”

“As a church, we want to hold 
ourselves accountable to the 

vision that we feel the Lord has 
called us to.”


