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July Meals on Wheels


 Our church is responsible for delivering meals to the 
shut-ins during the month of July. If you and your family 

would like to participate in serving the Clear Lake 
community in this way, and serve for a full week, please 
sign up at the Connection Center. We need 2-3 people 
per week (Monday through Friday). The route usually 

takes about an hour. Please sign up on the sheet on the 
Connection Center.

We recently began our new series 
through 1 and 2 Peter, entitled, Stand 
Firm. That main idea is taken from 1 
Peter 5:12. There Peter writes, “I have 
written briefly to you, exhorting and 
declaring that this is the true grace of 
God. Stand firm in it.” There are a 
couple reasons Peter would make a 
statement like this.  

First of all, there are countless other 
things that we can build our lives upon, 
spend our time and energies pursing, or 
try to find our ultimate joy and meaning 
in. Peter would say that none of those 
are ultimately true sources of joy, grace, 
and hope. Eventually they will all fail, 
crumble, rust, and let us down. The 
gospel is the “true grace of God” and it 
is only found there! 

The second reason he makes the 
statement, and is probably a more fitting 
word to many of us today, is that the 
trials, hardships, and difficulties of life 
will abound. You don’t have to look 
much further than your own life to see 

the need for grace and hope that is 
sustaining and powerful. What Peter 
wants to do is strip away every false 
hope so that all his readers are left with 
is Jesus. As you read 1 and 2 Peter, 
tha t same t ru th con f ron ts and 
encourages us as well. We have 
something more certain and secure than 
Fort Knox, on which we are called to 
stand. 

We are called to stand firm in the grace 
that’s already been made available to us 
through the finished work of Jesus. We 
can endure overwhelming suffering and 
daily distress in this present evil age 
because Jesus himself has overcome 
the world. Jesus reminds us in John 16, 
“ I have said these things to you, that in 
me you may have peace. In the world 
you will have tribulation. But take heart; I 
have overcome the world” (v.33). We 
have something beyond the finish line to 
focus on. 

	 	   Continued on Page 2

Weekly: 
9:30am: Sunday Worship 

11:00am: Sunday School 

7:00pm: Wednesday, Corporate 
Prayer in the Sanctuary 

7:00pm: Thursday, Men’s Meal 
and Bible Study 

Special Events: 
6/9: 6:30pm: VBS Evening 
Program 

6/22: 7:00pm Night of Worship 

Board Meetings: 
6/6: 9:00am Deacon Care Min. 

6/6: 5:30pm Trustee Board 

6/12: 6:30pm Elder Board 

6/27: 6:30pm Mission Board 

June at a Glance

Stand Firm by Pastor James

Student Ministry Summer Opportunities  

We wanted to remind you of a few ministry 
opportunities this summer. First of all, starting June 
21 and running through August 30 (except July 19 
during the Washington DC mission trip), middle 
school students will meet on site in Room 412 at 
CLEFC on Wednesdays from 6:30-8pm. This will be 
open for all 6-8th grade students. High school 
student ministry will be meeting on occasion for 
small group activities and service projects.

http://clearlakefree.org
http://clearlakefree.org
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Stand Firm Continued… 
I also want to remind you of the amazing paradox that the gospel present in each of our lives. We saw 
glimpses of it in 1 Peter 1:1-2 where Peter opens his letter to the scattered churches: “Peter, an apostle of 
Jesus Christ.” The first half is the incredible humility that the gospel demands as we recognize our 
overwhelming sinfulness and constant inadequacies. Those reminders are overcome by the “sprinkling with 
Jesus’ blood” in verse 2. The second half is the radical boldness tat the gospel provides in recognizing that 
Jesus was willing to die for me. That is seen in the terms “elect” and the “foreknowledge of God” in verse 1 
and 2. Ponder anew the amazing grace that has been shown to you this day, and every day. We have been 
redeemed at a drastic and scandalous cost, namely, Jesus’ very life. 

It will also be an exciting series to walk through together because four of our elders will also be sharing in 
the preaching load over the course of the summer. They are a gift to us as they shepherd and lead in this 
capacity; I would encourage you to pray for them as they prepare as well. Bill Paltzer, Cory Gerdts, Greg 
Nicholas, and Matt Sauer will be preaching in the weeks to come. May we be a people deeply marked by 
the Word of God for the sake of those who have yet to hear it and may the gospel propel us to living 
radically, bold lives.  

Kids Summer Q&A 
We’ve been talking a lot about our summer plans for the Children’s Lesson over the last couple months. I 
want to again remind you about the Kids’ Summer Q&A time. Our plan over the course of 10 weeks this 
summer is to teach biblical truths in a systematic way, using questions and answers with Bible verses, and 
an activity. The main thing we want to do, though, is teach through song. 

Just to remind you, we’ll be using Songs for Saplings. We hope it will be an immense blessing and 
tremendous resource for you and your family as you strive to disciple your children toward a lifetime of 
following Jesus. With all of that in mind, I want to invite you (and your kids) to Room 126 on Sunday, June 
25 during Sunday school for a preview of the Children’s Lesson with some songs and crafts. I also want to 
point you to a special page on our website where you can access all of the resources I’ve described, 
absolutely free: clearlakefree.org/saplings. Again, let’s be wowed by God’s grace and glory in His revelation 
to us together this summer, toward a lifetime of following Jesus!  

This will be a great opportunity to serve and we will have many individual slots to fill that won’t require 
people to commit for the entire summer! You can serve one week or all ten. Parents, we are asking that you 
volunteer at least once per month. This will be a great opportunity for discipleship with your kids. Sign up 
online or at the Connection Center. As with other ministries, if it isn’t staffed, we will not be able to provide it. 

Family Serving Trip 
Lastly, we believe children and students are gifted by God to serve and do the work of ministry as well. So, 
we are having another Family Serving Trip scheduled for June 24. One of the things we want to do as a 
family ministry is serve together as families. On Saturday, June 24 we’re going to head to Minneapolis for 
lunch at Midtown Global Market (11:30-1pm) and then serve two shifts at Feed My Starving Children in 
Coon Rapids (2-4pm then 4:30-6:30pm). As a group we will decide dinner plans before heading back to 
Clear Lake. We will meet at CLEFC at 8:30am and should return by 9pm. Feed My Starving Children has a 
minimum age of 5 for serving. The only cost for the trip is whatever you spend on meals. We have 22 spots 
reserved; sign up at the Connection Center today! 

After working for 17 years in the dairy industry, Darwin & Darlis Anderson joined 
the staff of International Messengers in 1990, a missions agency founded by their 
friend, Bob Rasmusson, an EFC youth pastor. Ever since Bob’s death in 2003, 
Darwin has been president of International Messengers. He is responsible for 
oversight of staff and administration, missionary care and training, development of 
teaching resources and Bible studies for camps, recruitment and training of short-
term ministry teams from North America, plus modeling a life of following Christ to 
those he serves. He and Darlis also minister to churches through missionary 
conferences and pulpit fill, lead ministry teams overseas, and enjoy marriage 

enrichment ministry. Darlis assists Darwin in his duties as president and supports him administratively.  She 
gives oversight in the Home Office, helps plan the European staff conferences, helps with scheduling of 
camps and trainings, speaks for women’s groups, and is involved with Darwin in staff care and ministries at 
conferences and churches. Their extensive travel schedule stateside and overseas keeps 40+ weekends 
committed each year. They’ve been members of the Clear Lake Evangelical Free Church for 27 years, but 
haven’t gotten any perfect attendance awards! They have two grown children and four grandchildren. 
   
Presently there are 211 adults (93 North Americans, 118 nationals) with International Messengers in Canada, 
China, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Egypt, England, France, Hungary, India, Kazakhstan, Lithuania, Nepal, Peru, 
Poland, Romania, Russia, Slovakia, South Africa, Tajikistan, Thailand, Uganda, Ukraine, and the U.S. in a 
broad scope of ministries to serve and build the local church. There are 23 adults (plus many volunteers!) 
working with IM in North America to assist them in whatever ways they can. IM currently has Missionary 
Training Centers in the Middle East, Ukraine, and Montana. From the fall of 2015 to the summer 2016, we 
sent a total of 324 short-term workers to serve at a variety of outreaches, the average age of our short-
termers was 47 years old, and 68% of our short-termers were alumni. IM fills a niche in the missions world 
as the “Mission of the Second Chance.” They count it a privilege to serve the Lord in this way! 

Prayer Requests 
1.  Wisdom in caring for our missionary staff. 
2.  God’s direction to find short-term missionaries to share the gospel alongside our staff. 
3.  Boldness to share the Gospel, both here and abroad. 
4.  For a determination to go deeper in loving and rejoicing in God 
5.  Ability to balance ministry and family needs. 
6.  Discipline and passion in our personal walk with God. 
7.  That our kids will live “ministry as a way of life.” 
8.  That our grandchildren would grow up to love Jesus. 
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Missionary of the Month: Darwin and Darlis Anderson 



Getting to Know Adam McKinney
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Thank You 
Cory and I would like to thank our church family for the beautiful flowers that were sent from CLEFC to our 
hospital room when Landry was born. They brightened up the room and reminded us of all those who have 
prayed for and supported us throughout our pregnancy and now arrival of precious Landry. Thank you! 
	 ~Cory and Emily Gerdts 

Thank you so much for the unique May basket. We have never seen anything like it. It was so 
thoughtful of you to give it to us.   
 ~The Lord bless you and Evangelical Free, Dick and Shirley Krutsinger 

Thanks or your May Day thoughtfulness, giving non fading flowers ~With love, Ray Faust 

Thank you for the beautiful bouquet of balloons! ~Dale and Clara Gettis 

The brunch was so delightful, the food was delicious, the company was great, and the program was so 
very interesting. Thank you! Now I am enjoying my May Balloon Bouquet. The colors are very vivid and fun 
to look at. The candy is yummy! It is very nice to be remembered. 
	 ~In Him, Lavonne Kacer 

I can’t believe I have been in Romania for almost a year now. So much in my walk with the Lord has 
grown and I want to thank you for your part in it. I want to thank you for your prayers as well as all 
donations both individually and from the church board. I want to thank you for this partnership 
because without all of you and the work of the Lord this would not be possible. I thank the Lord for 
each and every one of you and can’t wait to see what God will do through us! 
 ~May you all continue to seek the Lord’s will in all you do! Justin Schneider 

Thank you for making the first Annual YFC Comedy Cafe in Clear Lake a huge success. Over 400 people 
attended the event in support of Youth For Christ ministry with kids. The response was amazing as we 
added 25 new prayer partners, 25 volunteer prospects, and raised more than $25,000 in sponsorships, 
cash, and gift commitments! You played an important role in making this a fantastic event and we are 
deeply grateful for your partnership! 
 ~Kevin Hook, Clear Lake Director, NIYFC 

Thank you for willingness to partner with Opportunity Village for their Spring Retreat. 121 Backpack 
Buddies were put together an have been distributed to Clear Creek Elementary School. Twelve 
church volunteers gave up their time to help us and over 100 people attended the Spring Retreat. 
 ~Thank you, Scott Sokol 

Thank you for the wonderful reception for our service at CLEFC. We enjoyed the delicious food and 
unhurried time with each person. Your personal cards and gifts are especially meaningful, including the 
beautiful wall clock given by the church to remind us of our time sharing life with you.  We are grateful for 
your continued love and prayer as we seek to follow the Lord. You are in our hearts and prayers.  
Hebrews 13:20-21. 
	 ~ Dan and Deb Jordan

I’m a Christ-following college student from Kansas. I’ll be a senior at Kansas 
State University pursuing my bachelor’s degree in Communication Studies. My 
long-term goal after I graduate is to serve the Lord through full-time vocational 
ministry in the church. In the short-term, though, I’ll likely be working in a 
communications-related field to pay off debt and move toward the hope of 
attending seminary. 

College is a faith cross-roads for many. Although I was raised in the church,  
both at home and in a private Christian school, it wasn’t until college that I 
came to enthusiastically own my faith. God has blessed me at K-State by 
providing rich gospel-centered community that showed me what genuine 

Christ-following looks like. Ministry there has made a big impact on my life 
through the vibrant culture of discipleship I’ve experienced. I want to advance that vision in the church 
setting. Also, as the son of an attorney, through my time as a high-school and college debater, and now in 
my job as a high school speech and debate coach, I have become passionate about logic, speaking, and 
teaching. I suspect the Lord will put those skills to use in my ministry as well. 

I have one younger sister, whom, I hope, and if the Lord wills, will be attending K-State with me in the fall. 
I also thoroughly enjoy music. I grew up playing music around the house and going to music festivals with 
my father. I love a good book or podcast, and am a big “Lord of the Rings” nerd. 

I’m excited to be here at CLEFC. I have already learned things from observing the culture of your church and 
through the conversations I have had with many of you. I’m here because I want more exposure to what full-
time ministry looks like and because I can serve the church through music. During my summer here, I hope 
to encourage you all while I learn from the strengths of your church how to bolster my own ministry and my 
church’s back home. I would love to get to know you, and as a church body, you can help me by reaching 
out, getting to know me, and sharing what God is doing in your life.

Join us for a Night of Worship on Thursday, 
June 22 at 7:00pm at the church!



  

Don’t let your prayer discomfort minimize your opportunity. Here are some strategies for the days ahead: 
Pray out loud when you’re alone. 
Accept that you don’t have to pray like other people. 
Keep your prayers short. It’s really okay. 
Try new types of prayer on your own before trying them out loud. 
Write down what you want to pray about before you pray. 
Embrace the opportunity to pray out loud when you are especially troubled. 
When praying for others, ask them for one specific prayer request. 
In the context of family prayers, try leading “round-table” style. 
Start with meal time prayer with your family. 
Use the “Bible promise book.” It has scripture divided by topic that can be prayed back to God.  
Pray and declare the name of Jesus over scenarios. Keep it simple.  
Ask for God’s help to pray. He loves to answer that prayer. 

  

          Please join us on Wednesday nights at 7pm this summer to pray at the church in the sanctuary.   

Elder Notes by Matt Sauer: A Time To Pray 
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Since moving to the 
country last year I’ve 
started to really enjoy 
bird watching. You 
could even call it one 
of my new hobbies. 
W e ’ v e s e t o u t 
several different bird 
feeders that have 
at t racted a wide 
variety of birds. I’ve 

noticed that there is a 
pecking order at the feeder. When a large hairy 
woodpecker comes , a l l o f the downy 
woodpeckers, chickadees, and nut-hatches have 
to wait their turn. When an even bigger red-bellied 
woodpecker shows up, everyone disappears.  

Bald eagles have been seen a few times and that 
is always a thrill. Their huge wings soar and take 
them into the tallest branches of our old 
cottonwood trees. Flight seems effortless to them 
and I’m reminded of Isaiah 40:31, “but those who 
hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They 
will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not 
grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” 

But surprisingly, one of the birds I enjoy watching 
the most is the sparrow. Sparrows always seems 
to be in a group of other sparrows, rarely alone. 
And most of the time, that group can be seen 
hopping on the ground near our deck, eating the 
leftovers from the other birds. I don’t see 
sparrows at the feeder often, and if I do, they 
have always waited their turn until everyone else 

has had their fill. You see, sparrows seem to be at 
the very bottom of the pecking order. They are 
ordinary, common, and plainly colored. They don’t 
even have a beautiful bird call to make them 
stand out from the others. 

Jesus says in Matthew 10:29-31, “Are not two 
sparrows sold for a cent? And yet not one of 
them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 
But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 
So do not fear; you are more valuable than many 
sparrows.” 

Wow. That verse is so encouraging to me! At 
times I may feel like an eagle, soaring on the wind. 
But most of the time I feel like a sparrow, just a 
little speck in the universe hardly worth noticing by 
an Almighty God. But He does notice. He notices 
the sparrows and He notices and cares for me! 
May we lift His name in praise together, as a 
congregation of common sparrows, and join with 
the composer of the hymn, “His Eye is on the 
Sparrow.” 

Why should I feel discouraged,  
why should the shadows come, 
Why should my heart be lonely,  
and long for heav’n and home, 

When Jesus is my portion?  
My constant Friend is He: 
His eye is on the sparrow,  

and I know He watches me; 
His eye is on the sparrow,  

and I know He watches me. 
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His Eye Is On The Sparrow by Carolyn Haugland 

“Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it 
will be done for them by my Father in heaven. ”

“Most of the time I feel like a 
sparrow, just a little speck in the 

universe hardly worth noticing by an 
Almighty God. But He does notice.”

I know that it can be awkward to pray aloud with others. Sometimes there is   
silence and you don’t know if it’s your turn and you think, “Are they waiting on     
me?” as your stomach goes in knots. No one is saying it’s easy to pray in front of 
others just healthy.  
  
“Again I (Jesus) say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it 
will be done for them by my Father in heaven.” Matthew 18:19 
  
There is no shortage of prayer requests and the mission field is ripe for the picking. 
In the body of Christ those who pray are not on the sidelines but holding strategic 
spots front and center. 


