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July at a Glance

Still Standing Firm by Pastor James

RAGBRAI Breakfast 

We have an amazing opportunity to serve approximately 100 people 
who will be staying in our building for RAGBRAI on the morning of 
Wednesday, July 26. We are planning a breakfast as they prepare to 
leave town and are in need of about 12 volunteers to help starting at 
5am. If interested, please, please sign up on this Sunday’s  
Connection Card.

Hard to believe as it is, we are already 
six weeks into our series through 1 and 
2 Peter. To remind you, the main idea is  
taken from 1 Peter 5:12 where Peter 
writes, “I have written briefly to you, 
exhorting and declaring that this is the 
true grace of God. Stand firm in it.” Now 
three chapters in, we have already seen 
a few things come to the surface that 
Peter’s overarching statement directly 
impacts.  

First of all, Peter has called us to stand 
firm in the face of Suffering. This is a 
poignant reminder in light of everything 
that is happening both culturally as well 
as globally with the continued rise of 
persecution. Remember, Peter is writing 
“ t o t h e e l e c t e x i l e s o f t h e 
Dispersion” (1:1). They reside in a place 
without any legal protection or rights 
normally provided for citizens. They’re 
facing suffering and persecution for their 
faith (a theme repeated in every 
chapter). Christianity wasn’t illegal, but 
they likely faced ostracism, a drop in 
social status, and were marginalized for 
their faith. They, and we, are called to 
stand firm in the face of Suffering.  

Secondly, he has called us to stand firm 
in our own Spiritual Growth. The vivid 
imagery he used in chapter two was 
that of “being built up as a spiritual 
house” (2:5). As was said during the 
sermon for that text, we will not be the 
stones we are called to be apart from 
the carving and chiseling caused by 
being built alongside each other. That is 
because only within a community of 
grace are our sins and idols exposed in 
ways that force us to deal with them. 
There are elements of growth we simply 
cannot experience alone. Jesus said He 
would build His church and this is a 
pattern and design He chooses to 
utilize. So, we are called us to stand firm 
in our own Spiritual Growth. 

Third, he has called us to stand firm in 
the face of the various aspects of 
Submission we face. There are a 
number of those from government and 
emperors to morally bankrupt bosses 
and marriage relationships. 

	 	   Continued on Page 2
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Still Standing Firm Continued… 
Ultimately, Pater is addressing those in positions of 
weakness as a means of representing the church 
as a whole in the face of oppressive powers, rulers, 
and authorities. The hope in all of varied situations 
is a voluntary submission because the aim is our 
holiness more than it is out own happiness. 

Peter’s point in writing all that he has is really at the 
heart of our preaching as well. We want you to rest 
your life squarely upon the unshakeable reality of 
the gospel. Build your life on Jesus. That’s why 
Peter calls Jesus our precious and chosen 
Cornerstone (2:6)! If you decide to build 
somewhere else, I promise you it will end badly. 
Knowing where floodplains or earthquake fault 
lines are is imperative when building a house.  

How much more important then, is it, to know 
where the best plot of ground to build your life 
upon is. That’s what Peter is constantly reminding 
us of throughout his letter. But it’s also important to 
remember who Peter is and the sin and 
brokenness in his own heart and life. He’s not 
writing a letter of theory; he’s writing about his 
journeys as a beloved disciple of Jesus and all that 
God had accomplished and was still doing in his 
life. He was still in the midst of growing and 
maturing as a disciple just months before he was 
martyred. May his example fuel us.  

Eventually everything else you could potentially 
build your life upon will fail you. It will crumble, rust, 
and deteriorate. Everything else will let you down. 
Only the gospel is the “true grace of God” and our 
ultimate hope and joy can only be found there! 
Let’s build there. 

Kids Summer Q&A 
We’ve been talking a lot about our summer plans 
for the Children’s Lesson over the last couple 
months. I want to again remind you about the Kids’ 
Summer Q&A time. Our plan over the course of 10 
weeks this summer is to teach biblical truths in a 
systematic way, using questions and answers with 
Bible verses, and an activity. The main thing we 
want to do, though, is teach through song. 

Just to remind you, we’ll be using Songs for 
Saplings. We hope it will be an immense blessing 
and tremendous resource for you and your family 
as you strive to disciple your children toward a 
lifetime of following Jesus. I also want to point you 
to a special page on our website where you can 
access all of the resources that are available for 
this journey together, which are absolutely free: 
clearlakefree.org/saplings. Again, let’s be wowed 
by God’s grace and glory in His revelation to us 
together this summer, toward a lifetime of following 
Jesus!  

This will be a great opportunity to serve and we will 
have many individual slots to fill that won’t require 
people to commit for the entire summer! You can 
serve one week or all ten. Parents, we are asking 
that you volunteer at least once per month. This 
will be a great opportunity for discipleship with your 
kids. Sign up online or at the Connection Center. 
As with other ministries, if it isn’t staffed, we will not 
be able to provide it. 

2016 was by far the most challenging and, at the same time, most exciting and 
rewarding year we’ve experienced since God called us to Pine Ridge and 
Whitelcay in 1998. As we reach the age when most people look forward to 
retiring, He is renewing our strength for the task that lies ahead, the 
transformation of Whiteclay, Nebraska from a place of darkness into a place that 
unashamedly and undeniably shines His Light. 

In the world’s eyes, the people on the streets of Whiteclay, Nebraska are the 
“least” of the least of these, but God has heard the cries of His beloved Lakota 
People and has determined that the fullness of time has come to bring His 
promised transformation. In October, one of the local beer store owners drove 
up to our house and announced that he and the other three owners have 

decided they want to sell their licenses and properties. Their asking price is $3 million dollars each. They 
have also offered to have a ceremony to burn their licenses when the sale is final. Over the years, instead of 
protesting against the beer store owners, God instructed us to build relationships with them and to pray for 
them. They are not our enemies; they are lost men who are caught in Satan’s web and loved by Father God 
just as much as the Lakota People we have been called to serve. It is impossible for one, tiny ministry to 
raise $12 million, but if Satan can earn $4 million every year through the beer stores and translate that into 
endless pain and suffering for the Lakota Nation, we believe it is a small thing for our Father, the real owner of 
those properties, to provide the means to close the stores and begin the true transformation of Whiteclay. 
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Missionary of the Month: Bruce and Marsha BonFleur 

Prayer requests: 

	 • Salvation for the beer store owners; that they would recognize that God has a better 	    
	    purpose for their lives

	 • Successful purchase of all four stores and their licenses

	 • Ability to implement God’s vision for the redevelopment of Whiteclay

	 • Smooth transition for the summer mission teams

	 • Strengthened relationships with Oglala Sioux Tribal leadership and members

	 • That no man will receive glory that is due to God alone




Nursery Notes: Mary Ann Butz
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Thank You 

Toilet Paper and Laundry Detergent Drive 
Believe it or not, it’s time again to be thinking about students going back to school. During the month of July 
please consider donating toilet paper and/or laundry detergent for families in need in the Clear Lake 
Community School system (the collection site will be right inside the doors at the church). What we collect 
will be given to the Student and Family Services department to be distributed to qualifying families during 
registration. Thank you. If you have any questions, please contact Alyssa Blake-Callaway. 

Giving and Serving Opportunities 

Dear CLEFC,  
Here are the last of the goat pictures that your church donated for Haiti. Thank you for supporting Haiti.  
	 ~Blessings, Lance and Lynn 

Dear CLEFC Family, 

My many thanks to all the great people of the Evangelical Free Church for the visits, cards, 
letters, and especially for their many prayers that sustained me through some tough times. 

	 ~God Bless You, Martin Meier


Hi, Everybody! In recent months we have welcomed Alicia and Romey Navarette, Ray Faust, Dana Downs, 
Roger and Diana Barillas, and Jenni and Makenna Sauer as new Nursery workers. I am so thankful for their 
enthusiasm and creative play with the children. This month I am sending you more quotes from the 
Nursery’s “Parent’s Home Page.” The Home Page gives parents simple ideas of how to interact with their 
child thru: finger-plays, songs, activity ideas, and parenting tips. These quotes are about children, or are 
they really about parents? 

“In bringing up children, spend on them half as much money and twice as much time,” Peter Laurence. 

“Before I got married I had 6 theories about bringing up children: now I have six children and no theories.”  
John Wilmot (1647–1680). Little children remind us not to take ourselves so seriously. 

“Who of us is mature enough for offspring before the offspring themselves arrive?  The value of marriage is 
not that adults produce children but that children produce adults,” Peter Devries.

Dear CLEFC,  
Thank you for your kindness and sympathy at a time when it was deeply appreciated. Thank you, 
also, for the orchid plant. It was so beautiful.  
	 ~The family of William “Bill” Leonard Nelson RAGBRAI Baked Potato Bar 

On July 25 some local churches are joining together to serve a baked potato bar dinner for RAGBRAI riders. 
The United Methodist Church is the host church. Serving hours will be 2:30 to 7:00pm. Workers will be 
needed to help in this endeavor. Some workers will be needed earlier (10:00am) for pre-meal preparations. 
Proceeds will be given to local missions such as the Student and Family Services at the Clear Lake 
Community Schools and Kids' Cafe. Please consider joining in this serving opportunity. You can sign up by 
contacting Alyssa Blake-Callaway. 

Were you unable to attend worship last week? 
Catch up on the sermon online at clearlakefree.org, 

and mail your financial gifts to the church.
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At summer camp many 
y e a r s a g o I l o v e d 
shooting archery at the 
target range. I wasn’t 
very good so there was 
something very satisfying 
when I happened to put 
an arrow in the center of 
the target, the proverbial 
bull’s eye. Year’s later, 
Steve Bram, who began 

to mentor me in the 1980’s gave me some advice 
that I sure could have used back at summer camp: 
You can hit a bull’s eye every single time if you just 
draw the target after you shoot! Steve, however was 
not giving me archery advice, he was giving me 
advice about how to spend my life: Be intentional. 
Aim at what really matters; important things that 
make a difference. 

 I have tried to take that advice to heart many times 
through the years and one method that has helped 
me to evaluate whether I am aiming at what matters 
is to regularly ask myself some big questions.  For 
example: Who am I? Why am I here? What is the 
purpose of my life and am I aiming at that 
effectively?  

One reason I try to ask these questions is that if I do 
not do a regular checkup on my life, I find that my 
attitude can easily change from outward looking, 
intentional, and purpose driven to self indulgent, 
inward looking, and lazy. Since I want my life to 
count for something and I long to someday hear the 
words, “Well done, good and faithful servant!” 
asking these questions helps me to stay on track. 

As a member of our search committee for a new 
senior pastor one of the big questions we are 
dealing with as we seek the man God has for us to 
shepherd our body here at Clear Lake Free is:  

What is the purpose of the local church? Perhaps 
more specifically, why does Clear Lake Evangelical 
Free Church exist and what are we aiming at? 
Without a clear understanding of the answer to this 
question there is great danger that, like me 
individually, we as a body will be self indulgent, 
inward looking, and lazy rather than outward 
looking, intentional and purpose-driven. 

Proverbs 29:18 tells us that without vision the 
people perish. I am thankful that within the last few 
years our church went through a vision setting 
process because we wanted to make sure that we 
were aiming at the things that mattered. It was a 
long process and many people invested their blood, 
sweat, and tears, as well as countless hours in 
prayer and seeking God’s direction. The result is a 
document that is meant to help us aim at what really 
matters and keep us accountable individually and as 
a body to pursue those things. 

Have you read our vision guide? Can you name the 
four Discipleship Values for CLEFC? I would 
encourage you to get a copy, read it, read it again in 
3 months (and repeat every 3 months thereafter) 
and use it to help measure whether CLEFC, and 
you as a part of the church are effectively pursuing 
things that matter (You can find a summary by 
clicking on “About” at clearlakefree.org). D.A. 
Carson says this, “People don’t drift toward 
holiness. Apart from grace-driven effort, people do 
not gravitate toward godliness, prayer, obedience to 
Scripture, faith, and delight in the Lord.” I believe 
that statement is true not only of individuals but of 
the church as well. Let’s be intentional as we move 
forward. Let’s aim, as individuals and as a church 
body, at things that matter. Let’s help each other 
regularly to ask and answer big questions. The time 
is short so let’s use it effectively for the Kingdom! 

Elder Notes by Greg Nicholas: Aiming At What Matters 
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Those two simple 
lines and the abrupt 
ending to the song 
“O Come to the 
Altar” distinguish it 
f rom most song 
resolutions, and for 
good reason. They 
parallel one of the 
m o s t i m p o r t a n t 
themes in Jesus’s 
ministry discipleship.  

Jesus most heavily emphasizes this theme with 
his disciples before his own abrupt ascension to 
heaven. In both Luke 24 and Acts 1, the 
resurrected Jesus tells his followers they are to be 
“witnesses” who proclaim his name beginning 
locally in Jerusalem and from there extending to 
the nations. But how do they go about being 
good witnesses? Jesus explains in Matthew 28 
that it’s more than just a one-time sharing of the 
Gospel; they are to “make disciples” by teaching 
people to observe how Jesus commanded them 
to live. Moreover, Jesus tells Peter at the end of 
John that if he really loves him then Peter should 
feed Jesus’s sheep. I find it interesting that Jesus 
didn’t tell Peter to pray more, tithe more, or read 
the bible more often. No to truly express his love, 
Jesus commanded Peter to invest in other’s 
spiritual development. The implication for us today 
is that if we really do love and worship Christ, we 
should be led to do the same. And in my 
experience, the labor make disciples is one of the 
most profound kinds of worship a believer can 
undertake.  

My job as a Resident Assistant in the dorms at K-
State provides me a unique, natural avenue into 
the lives of many young men.  

I’m the guy they come to with all their awkward 
questions about how to live away from mom and 
dad. One day, I was playing guitar and singing in 
the stairwell as I often do when a guy named 
Jaden came up and introduced himself. We 
quickly became friends and eventually I invited 
him to go with me to church and asked him if he 
was interested in knowing Christ. From there, we 
began to practice how to pray, read the Bible, and 
live the Christian life together.  

It isn’t always easy to consistently make time to 
invest in someone’s spiritual growth. It can be 
even more difficult to initiate such a relationship. 
But I can tell you this: obedience to Christ’s call to 
make disciples and the joy of seeing and being a 
part of someone else’s walk draws the heart to 
worship the Lord in a way unlike most things.  

God’s design for us is to worship him through 
embracing both the joys and challenges 
associated with being fishers of men. If you don’t 
know where to start making disciples, just set 
aside one 2 hour chunk of time each week and 
do something you normally do (like eating lunch 
or going on a walk) with another person you want 
to invest in. It begins with a relationship first then 
moves toward practicing spiritual disciplines. If 
you’re already laboring with this kingdom mindset, 
keep it up! Regardless of which camp you fall in, 
I want to encourage you to consider this act of 
making disciples is a great way to worship God. 
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Making Disciples is an act of worship                                 
by Adam McKinney 

“Obedience to Christ’s call to make 
disciples and the joy of seeing and 
being a part of someone else’s walk 

draws the heart to worship the Lord 
in a way unlike most things.”

“Bear your cross as you wait for the crown. Tell the world of the treasure you’ve found.”
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