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There is something about watching  
year-in-review pictures and reports that 
stirs memories and emotions about what 
we have experienced in the past twelve 
months. Footage includes weather 
turbulence, stunning tragedy, political 
unrest, human violence, and deaths of 
“notable” persons. Each year it is not a 
matter of if, but when, where, and with 
whom these events will happen.

How did you handle personal challenges 
this past year? You are made notable by 
God through His creation and His new 
birth. I was recently reminded of this 
from Scripture.

For  the grace of God  has appeared, 
bringing salvation  for all people,  training 
us to renounce ungodliness and worldly 
passions, and  to live self-controlled, 
upright, and godly lives in  the present 
age,  waiting for our blessed  hope, the 
appearing of the glory of our great God 
and Savior Jesus Christ,  who gave 
himself for us to  redeem us from all 
lawlessness and to purify for himself a  
people for his own possession who 
are zealous for good works (Titus 2:11-14).


God’s people are notable because He 
has brought them salvat ion and 
redeemed them from sin as His pure 
possession. Because He has made you 
notable, God’s gracious gospel trains 
you to say “No” to sinful temptations and 
activities and “Yes” to His influence and 
r ighteousness. In ear ly 2016 we 
preached about Faith Fitness. God 
wants you to obediently exercise His 
wisdom because He knows the various 
types of difficulty that do and will touch 
your life.

So as you do a personal year-in-review, 
how did your status and zeal as God’s 
child affect your response to temptation, 
trial, and turmoil? To what did you say 
No or Yes? God graciously redeems 
each opportunity to transform your life 
both individually and together with His 
notable people in church community.

The next page reminds us of the CLEFC 
mission, vision, and values summary. 
Let’s share His life and love in the 
gospel, in worship, in community and in 
mission as we wait for our blessed hope, 
our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.


Thank the Lord for opening another chapter in our lives. May we live each page with more 
meaning by touching people’s lives each day!

Notable People by Pastor Dan 

What does total 
surrender look like? 
I still don’t know. 

Surrender 
Cindi Snow

>> see p.6

January at a Glance
WEEKLY SPECIAL EVENTS BOARD MEETINGS

9:30am: Sunday Worship 1/1: 3:00pm Apple Valley Service


 

1/3: 5:30pm Trustee

11:00am: Sunday School 1/1: 4:00pm Oakwood Service 1/9: 5:30pm Administrative
6:00pm: Sundays, High School 1/6-8: High School Impact 1/9: 6:45pm Missions

6:30pm: Wednesdays, Middle School 1/29: Luncheon/Business Meeting
1/29: Sunday Night Teaching

What’s inside 
What the 
Gospel is 
and is not


page 5

Find out what poem 
has been called "The 
best known, best 
loved, and most widely 
useful" hymn in the 
English language. 

Worship 
Emily Gerdts

>> see p.4

Cold January days 
recommended 

reading: 
 “The Discipline of 
Grace: God’s Role 

and Our Role in the 
Pursuit of Holiness”


“Then Sings My Soul”
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Dear Christian Friends,

Thanks for the outpouring of concern and kindnesses over the time of Iris’ stroke and death. She wanted 
to pass quickly rather than linger on a sick bed with a broken hip or other. A memorial service will be 
Saturday, January 28 at 2:00pm at the Clear Lake Evangelical Free Church. Iris provided 60 years of 
service to her husband and family. She was a blessing to several congregations as we served for 38 
years in six different churches. Having daily devotions and prayer together will be greatly missed. Pray for 
me to adjust to her absence.

	 ~Ray Faust
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Thank You… 

Dear Friends at Clear Lake E-Free, 
Thank you for your continued blessing to our work in Egypt and support of so many of our staff. We 
are humbled and grateful. Have a blessed Christmas Season around the Gospel.  
 ~Darwin and Darlis Anderson 

Dear E-Free Church Family,

Thank you for your generous support for my trips to Egypt and Jordan this past summer. I have been 
welcomed as one with you as the Body of Christ and my heart is overwhelmed with gratefulness for your 
tender love and support.  Thank you!

	 ~Hannah Zupke


Dear CLEFC Congregation and Missions Board, 
Thank you for the Christmas gift you sent to our children, Justin and Emily. Your generosityy is such a 
blessing to us, and we thank you for reaching out to us in this special way. The Lord reminds us often 
of the many ways He provides for us, and your financial partnership with us is a tremendous part of 
those provisions. Thank you so very much. 
 ~In Christ, Tim and Nicole Fox 

To All Friends and Supporters of the Community Kitchen,

Thank you. Simple words, simply said. Heartfelt. Might not be said often enough. Your Community 
Kitchen has so much to be thankful for at this holiday season. Next year we will celebrate 35 years of 
feeding hungry people. We are thankful for the opportunity we have to be of service with noon and 
evening meals.

The Clear Lake Community Kitchen recorded serving more than 1,350,000 meals since 1997.. That would 
have been impossible without our great volunteers who prepare and serve the meals, glean food items 
from local grocery stores, help clean up after each meal, and do the multitude of small, necessary tasks 
inherent in such an undertaking. Our volunteers are selfless, compassionate, an a most important and 
valuable component of our success. There service is a precious gift we are grateful for each day.

Have a Most Blessed Christmas and New Year, 

Jessica Reith: President, Board of Directors

Amanda Ragen: Executive Director

GOSPEL 
We desire to treasure, above all else, the reality of Jesus’ life, death, and 
resurrection on our behalf. We want to know, through faith, we can live 
restored lives with God. We want to know that following Jesus is worth 
whatever cost we may face. We want the gospel to have a practical and 
observable outworking in every facet of our lives. 

WORSHIP 
We desire to be captivated by and respond to the beauty and splendor 
of God’s majesty with worship in our own personal devotion as well as 
gathered times with others. We want to move beyond thinking worship 
only happens at church as we sing together, but is a far more radical, all-
encompassing activity that includes every single aspect of our lives. 

COMMUNITY 
We desire to sacrificially put others before ourselves, together live 
genuinely transparent lives which welcome loving sharpening, and use 
our gifts and abilities to serve and build up the Body of Christ in fruitful 
and creative ways. 

MISSION 
We desire, both individually and corporately, to be committed to people 
far from God, both in our circle of influence as well as those around the 
world by being actively involved in service, mercy, compassion, 
evangelism, and mission for the sake of the gospel.

A DISCIPLE IS... 
Someone being transformed by Christ’s love to share His life with others. 

OUR MISSION IS... 
To make disciples by Sharing Life Transformed by Christ’s Love. 

OUR VISION IS THAT... 
We will live on mission with the gospel to transform lives in our church, 
hundreds in our community, and thousands among the nations by 2020.

CLEFC Values Summary 
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I Surrender All
By Cindi Snow

“All to Jesus I surrender;  
All to Him I freely give; 

I will ever love and trust Him,  
in His presence daily live.” 

Surrendering all is harder than it looks. It’s 
something that we all have tried to do at one point 
in our lives. Give up control over a specific 
circumstance to God and become hands off. But 
honestly, if you are like me, I give up control over a 
specific circumstance to God and become hands 
off; except my fingers. I keep them securely 
attached to the circumstance. Oh, and my 
stubborn will. I trick myself into believing that if I 
can explain myself to God just right He would see 
my point of view and handle it the way I would like 
Him to. Because I know the perfect end result to 
my circumstance, right?. Does this sound familiar? 


I know that I should want to give up total control to 
God because His plans are always better. He 
knows the perfect ending beyond my original 
ending. Sometimes I forget just because I can see 
an end result to the circumstance, doesn’t mean 
that it’s truly the end result that God has planned. 
God will use it, extend the life out of it for a different 
ending further down the line. Then I can look back 
and say, “Oh, so that’s why You didn’t do it my way. 
Thank You!” We are witnessing this exact thing in 
our church right now. Cory and Emily Gerdts 
prayed for God to bless them with a child for eight 
years. They surrendered their need to the will of the 
Lord. I’m sure they felt like God had given them His 
answer after many years of waiting; no. I’m sure 
frustration, sadness, and doubts blurred their 
praise from time to time. But fast-forward another 
few years and now they see God has answered 
their prayer. In just a few short months a beautiful 
baby boy will start his journey on this earth.


It seems the older I get the more things I have to 
worry about. I pray a lot! But I still find that I don’t 
know what it looks like to give “total control”. When 
I pray I find myself saying “Lord I give you control, 
please let your will be done in this situation” 


but do I really mean that? I think I do, but do I 
really? When I say “Do whatever it takes, Lord” do I 
really mean whatever it takes? That one word can 
have a lot of implications. That one word could be 
a life changer. That one word could lead to heart 
ache.


Over the last six years my husband has applied for 
different positions within the Department of 
Transportation that would move us to Mason City 
and take him off the grueling winter plowing 
schedule. Each time I would get my hopes up.I 
would pray about it. I would ask for God’s will to be 
done, but then tack on the reasons His will should 
be mine; (my reasons make total sense to me.)I 
would be disappointed when Steve didn’t get the 
position. At one point I became angry at God. I just 
could understand why He would constantly keep 
us at a standstill; why He wouldn’t want us to move 
forward. I even thought maybe we just didn’t 
deserve this gift. Well another opportunity has 
come around for Steve and for me to practice this 
skill of freely letting go to the will of the Lord.I really 
do completely trust God. I know His ways are 
better than mine. I know he holds the end result in 
His hands. I know that whatever that result is it is a 
part of His perfect plan. Knowing and living by faith 
is not always easy. Accepting, finding peace and 
living through His answer when it isn’t what you 
hope for is hard. I will follow Cory and Emily’s 
example and wait in faith for God’s plan to be 
revealed. It surely will be worth the wait.


Our patience and our faith is always being tested. 
Letting go might not always result in a pretty 
package. Should we let go and trust God anyway? 


16 “ So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is 
wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day 
by day. 17 For this light momentary affliction is 
preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond 
all comparison, 18 as we look not to the things that 
are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the 
things that are seen are transient, but the things 
that are unseen are eternal.” 2 Corinthians 4:16-18p.6

Children’s Sunday School Christmas Program 

The church now has an AED available. The AED is located off the church foyer just before the 
entrance to the library. You will notice signs posted in the gym area for the general public and in the 
education wing noting the location of the AED. On the side of the AED cabinet is a list of church 
attenders who are certified in Basic Life Support and AED operation. These people would be 
considered ‘first responders’ in case of a life threatening emergency. Anyone else who is certified and 
willing to be added to the list may contact the church office.


 
Certified in BCLS/AED


Roger Barillas

Chris Callaway

Emily Gerdts


Zach Hall

Carol Hillebrand


Bethany Hythecker

Eric Hythecker

Julie Livingston

Bryan Navarette


Bill Paltzer
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As I get older I find         
that my memory 
isn’t what it used 
to be and I often 
n e e d t o b e 
reminded of things 
I should remember
—just ask Julie! 
One of the many 
t h i n g s t h a t I 
appreciate about 
CLEFC is that we 

are regularly reminded that the gospel is 
absolutely paramount in all that we believe and in 
all that we do. As 2016 draws to a close and 
2017 lies just ahead it is good to be reminded of 
both what the gospel is and what it is not. First, 
the gospel is the good news that for those who 
believe, our sins are completely forgiven and we 
are made right with a holy God only because 
Jesus lived a perfect life and died as the  
payment for our disobedience, taking the 
punishment that we deserve. We are saved by 
grace through faith alone. On the other hand, the 
gospel is not a set of rules that we must follow in 
order to either earn or keep God’s approval.  
These truths, properly understood, should 
prevent even the most disciplined believer from 
relying on his or her own goodness in order to be 
acceptable to God. Unfortunately the reality is 
that it is all too easy for us to slip into a 
performance mindset.


I am in the process of re-reading a book by Jerry 
Bridges that I read a few years ago called “The 
Discipline of Grace: God’s Role and Our Role in 
the Pursuit of Holiness”. Here is an extended 
quote:


“Without a continual reminder of the good news 
of the gospel, we can easily fall into one of two 
errors. The first is to focus on our external 
performance and become proud like the 
Pharisees. The second error is the exact 
opposite: it is the feeling of guilt. We have been 
exposed to the disciplines of the Christian life, to 
obedience and to service…but we haven’t been 
as successful as others around us appear to be. 
Or we find ourselves dealing with some of the 
sins of the heart such as anger, resentment, a 
judgmental attitude… impure thoughts… or 
impatience. We begin to believe that God is 
displeased with us and…we certainly don’t 
expect His blessings. Both have forgotten the 
meaning of grace because they have moved 
away from the gospel and have slipped into a 
performance relationship with God.”


I will close with a simple, yet profound statement 
from the book and if you remember nothing else 
about this article or the book please remember 
this (and remind yourself often!): Your worst days 
are never so bad that you are beyond the reach 
of God’s grace and your best days are never so 
good that you are beyond the need of God’s 
grace.


Let’s remember to preach the true gospel to 
ourselves and to one another often in 2017!


Elder Notes by Greg Nicholas: The Gospel 
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Story Behind the Hymn by Emily Gerdts 
For Christmas a 
few years ago my 
sister gave me a 
really neat gift. 
She gave me a 
book titled, "Then 
Sings My Soul" by 
Robert J. Morgan 
a n d i t i s a 
compilation of 150 
of the best known 

hymns with the historical context behind each 
one. It's been so neat to read through it and 
learn about the different authors and the 
circumstances that led each one to write the 
hymn(s) they wrote. From Martin Luther to John 
Wesley, it's pretty amazing the lives these heroic 
figures lived and how young they were when 
they made such an impact in the Kingdom. Oh 
how inspiring they are to me! 


One hymn that I love singing and leading is 
"Rock of Ages" written by Augustus Montague 
Toplady and I'd like to share a little bit from my 
book with you. In it Morgan writes: He was born 
on November 4th, 1740. His father died in a war 
and while his mother spoiled him, his relatives 
disliked him. By age 12 he was preaching 
sermons to whoever would listen. At age 14 he 
began writing hymns and at 16 he was soundly 
converted to Christ while attending a service in 
a barn. At age 22 he was ordained an Anglican 
priest. In 1776, at age 36 Augustus wrote an 
article about God's forgiveness where he ends 
his article with an original poem:


Rock of Ages, cleft for me 
Let me hide myself in Thee; 
Let the water and the blood, 

From Thy wounded side which flowed, 
Be of sin the double cure, 

Save from wrath and make me pure. 

 Augustus died two short years later at the age 
of 38, but his poem outlived him and has been 
called "The best known, best loved, and most 
widely useful" hymn in the English language. 


So here we are almost 240 years later still 
singing the lyrics the Lord put on the heart of a 
young man so many years ago. Chris Rice has 
come up with a modern arrangement to this 
hymn and slightly modified or rearranged if you 
will, Toplady's original second verse to read:


Not the labor of my hands 
Can fulfill the law's demands 

Could my zeal no respite know 
Could my tears forever flow 
All for sin could not atone 

Thou must save and Thou alone 

Nothing in my hand I bring 
Safely to Thy cross I cling 

Naked come to Thee for dress 
Helpless look to Thee for grace 

Foul I to the fountain fly 
Wash me Savior or I die 

Those are lyrics I could (and should) start every 
morning with, amen? What a great reminder of 
my ever constant need for God's grace and 
mercy and that it is His power alone that has 
redeemed me by satisfying the wrath that I 
deserve and making me pure at the same time. 
Amazing. Christ truly is a Rock of Ages. 


Morgan, Robert J., Then Sings My Soul, Published by Thomas 
Nelson, Inc., Nashville, TN. 2003. 
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“Your worst days are never so bad 
that you are beyond the reach of 
God’s grace and your best days 
are never so good that you are 

beyond the need of God’s grace.”

“What a great reminder of my 
ever constant need for God's 

grace and mercy”


