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A few years ago after a Sunday service, a 
dad said to me, “I wish someone had 
told me before this morning that we were 
going to church today. I would have been 
better prepared”. He was an occasional 
attendee whose child was singing that 
morning. I can imagine his shock when 
he woke up at 9am and was told to be 
ready for church in less than 30 minutes.  

More recently a different man told me 
after a Sunday service that he almost did 
not come to church that day. He had not 
been to any church in a long time but 
God had been stirring in his life to go. He 
said that he drove to our church parking 
lot and sat in his car for a few minutes 
wondering what it would be like inside 
the front doors. Instead of coming in, he 
drove away toward his home. Before he 
got home, he turned around and came 
back toward the church. He drove past 
the entrance. A ways up the road he 
turned around again and this time pulled 
into the church parking lot. He made his 

way to the canopy entrance and through 
the front doors. His anxiety melted from 
the peace of being welcomed by the 
greeters and several others in the foyer. 
He was invited to sit with one of them, 
which he did. I am so grateful for each of 
your priceless connections with him.  

These incidents remind me of the need to 
be personally prepared for gathering as a 
church and the need to pray for others 
who are planning, or considering, or 
struggling to come. The devil hates Jesus 
and His body so he always opposes 
when we come together, whether coming 
for the first time or every time. We can be 
glad that these men made the right 
decision to attend, but these are not 
isolated incidents. These struggles and 
surprises happen every week to you and 
to others who attend corporate worship. 
What can you do to prepare yourself and 
help others? 

                                        Continued on page 2

There is a need to be personally prepared for gathering as a church and the need to pray 
for others who are planning, or considering, or struggling to come.

Preparing for Worship by Pastor Dan 

A look into the yearly 
Elder retreat. 

Elder Notes 
Bill Paltzer

>> see p.6

Febuary at a Glance
WEEKLY SPECIAL EVENTS BOARD MEETINGS

9:30am: Sunday Worship 2/5: 11:00am First Step 
 

2/7: 5:30pm Trustee

11:00am: Sunday School 2/5: 4:45pm Super Bowl Party 2/13: 5:30pm Administrative
6:00pm: Sundays, High School 2/9: 5:30pm Op. Vill. Pizza & Praise 2/13: 6:45pm Missions

8:30am: Men’s & Women’s Study 2/10: 3:30pm Winter Blast Depart. 2/17:10:00am Deacon Mtg
6:30pm: Wednesdays, Middle School 2/21: 6:00pm Chronic Illness Support

         Group at Deb Jordan’s home

What’s inside 
Practices to 
prepare for 

Sunday 
Worship


page 2

“And I'm welcomed 
with open arms,

 praise God, 
Just as I am.”

Worship 
Deb Jordan

>> see p.4
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Super Bowl Party 
Watch the Big Game in Room 
412 while enjoying a chili-cook 
off, games and activities! Doors 
open at 4:45pm. Bring Chili and 
snacks to share.

Community Kitchen  

Our church is responsible for 
Commun i t y K i tchen on the 
following dates: 
Mondays, February 20 & 27 
Fridays , February 24 & March 3 
If you would like to help, sign up  
on your connection card. 

Opportunity Village 
Pizza & Praise 

C o m e a n d e n j o y f u n , 
fe l lowship and Pizza on 
Feb rua r y 9 , s t a r t i ng a t 
5:30pm.  Play some BINGO 
and win fabulous prizes! To 
RSVP, please call Gordon 
Peterson at 641-529-1438.

http://clearlakefree.org
http://clearlakefree.org


 

The year of 2016 has been profitable in the Lord as we have witnessed God’s love reaching out into the lives 
of many people. Your faithful partnership has helped take on the opportunities given us to share the Good 
News that Jesus saves, and love on people for Him.  
Thank you so much for your encouragement, prayer support, and financial help. May God bless you and your 
ministry in the New Year of 2017. 
	 ~Ken and Deb Quintus, On Common Ground Ministries, a ministry of InFaith 
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Thank You… 

Dear EFree Family, 
Thank you so much for the ornament/decoration that was left in my room. As a woodworker, I can 
appreciate the intricacy and simplicity of the piece. I can’t think of anything that would have been 
more perfect as a gift to me. 
 ~Thank you, Phil Golding 

Dear E-Free Church Family 
Thank you for remembering Butch with your kind words of sympathy, flowers, food, and memorials. 
We appreciate your love and support, the family of Butch Pals 

Dear Mission Friends, 
Thank you for the special financial gift for the purpose of Samuel’s Christmas! You all know how to 
spread the joy! It is so nice to have extra for him. You are right, it can be touch for missionary families 
in December. We liked the pictures of all the missionary kids! 
 ~We appreciate you! Love, Vern, Iris, and Sam 

Dear Church Family, 
Thank you so much for the opportunity to come and share our hearts with you! Thank you for joining us in 
this journey and making our ministry possible. Thank you also so much, from the Noriegas, for the special gift 
for our our girls. It never ceases to amaze me and touch us how you remember them year after year. As they 
say, “Touch a child, touch a parent.” So thank you so much! 
	 ~God bless, Nelton, Bethany, Kyliana & Briel Noriega, and Hannah Baxter. 

Dear Friends, 
I would like to thank the Pastors and congregation for your visits, kindness, prayers and support 
during my bereavement of the loss of Iris.  
 ~Love, Ray Faust 

CLEFC Staff, Elders, and congregation, 
On behalf of my entire family, I would like to express a heartfelt thanks for your support during the loss of my 
grandmother in Dallas, the beautiful flowers you sent, and the time away from the office to spend with family. 
You are all such a tremendous blessing to us.  
	 ~Thank you again, James Allen 

Dear Church, 
Thank you for the year-end appreciation checks given to us by the elders on your behalf. It is a 
privilege to serve you in the Lord and we are grateful for the extra gift. We look forward to continuing 
to share life with you in 2017. 
 ~Your Pastors, Dan and James.

Guest blogger for The Gospel Coalition, Jason Helopoulos, gives some helpful practices to prepare for 
Sunday worship. My additions are in italics.  

Seize the Rest of the Week: Practice family worship and secret worship throughout the week 
knowing that this will inform and encourage your experience in corporate worship. 
Don’t Be Surprised: Read and think through the Sunday morning text earlier in the week. We 
should seldom be surprised at the passage we hear preached. Working our way through a 
passage throughout the week provides more fertile soil on Sunday morning (Because we typically 
preach through Bible books, it is helpful to read the entire book regularly to see the bigger picture). 
Be Boring: Go to bed early on Saturday night. Friday nights can be filled with late-night activity, 
but Saturday nights should routinely be safeguarded. Sleepy heads make for drowsy worshippers 
(Expect the devil to interrupt good sleep on Saturday nights). 
Plan Ahead: Lay out your Sunday morning clothes on Saturday night, so you don’t have to 
change ten times on Sunday morning before finding an outfit that fits well, looks right, or is ironed 
(of course, this point was not intentionally directed to any particular sex!) Very helpful to do! 
Early Bird: Rise early on Sunday morning and spend time reading the Word, praying, and 
meditating to prepare your heart for worship (also pray for your family and for others who will be 
attending).  
Right Attitude: Cultivate a spirit of joy on Sunday mornings in your home. If this is the highlight of 
our week, then let’s act like it. Talk about how wonderful the day is going to be, wake the kids up 
with excitement, turn on good Christian music for the whole family to listen to, and put a smile on 
your face.  
Media Blackout: Refrain from turning on the television, watching Netflix, or catching up on 
Facebook Sunday mornings. Our minds are so easily distracted. Safeguard your mental space 
(This is very beneficial but it is good to check the weather). 
Timing it Right: Give yourself enough time on Sunday mornings. Rise early enough that the 
morning isn’t rushed. Leave home with plenty of time to spare. Try not to arrive at church late or 
even a few minutes before the service. Rushing out the door at home and rushing in the door at 
church has stymied many worshippers (Prioritize and expect challenges). 
Talk and Drive: On the car-ride to church talk about the passage that will be preached, sing a 
hymn together, and converse about the things of God (Keeping the focus vertical). 
Collect Your Thoughts: Sit-down, read through the bulletin, think through the songs, meditate on 
the Scripture readings, and pray before the service begins.  

(The full article can be found at blogs.thegospelcoalition.org/kevindeyoung/2014/10/30/preparing-for-
sunday-worship/) 

These are some of the principles that I practice.  
How about you? How do you get ready for the Sunday worship gathering?  
What are some helpful tips beyond what you see here?  
What are some adjustments you can make to better prepare yourself, your family, and others for 
church? For Sunday School? For Bible Study/LiNC? 
Prepare to Receive. Prepare to Respond. Prepare to Edify Others. (Jordan Kauflin). 



Grit, Discipline, and Determination Toward Godliness
By Pastor James
Now that we’re a month into the new year, I’m sure 
you’ve read articles, seen advertisements, or heard 
reports about “New Year, New You.” While there is a 
certain amount of truth to that, the misconception is 
that it’s automatic, without resolve and grit, and is 
simply passive. There is nothing passive about growing 
in holiness and discipleship. It requires determination 
and discipline. That’s why the Apostle Paul writes 
young Timothy, “Train yourself for godliness; for while 
bodily training is of some value, godliness is of value in 
every way, as it holds promise for the present life and 
also for the life to come” (1 Tim 4:7-8). Perhaps you 
began 2017 with renewed vigor and resolve to start 
afresh. The start of a new year is a great way to start 
new patterns and routines. Now nearly five weeks into 
the year, some 25-40% of resolutions have already 
been broken. Don’t let that statistic deter you from 
starting, and maintaining, new patterns of discipline 
toward godliness.  
Paul’s resolve is one that is always a good one to be 
reminded of, regardless of where we find ourselves on 
a calendar. His resolution, which I want to set before 
you as an all-encompassing, all-consuming resolve for 
your life as well is seen in 1 Corinthians 2:2. There he 
writes, “For I decided (NIV: resolved) to know nothing 
among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.” 
Paul’s statement of resolve is a remarkable one amidst 
all of the joys and heartbreaks of life and ministry he 
continually faced. His sole focus and all-consuming 
passion was Jesus. Undoubtedly, you too, are facing 
joys and heartbreaks in the daily grind of life. Be 
reminded that your growth in holiness will not happen 
automatically. You must be determined to fight with all 
of your strength to continually see Jesus as your 
greatest treasure, joy, and hope this year. Start afresh 
today. Don’t even wait until tomorrow.  
On that note, I am reminded of Charles Spurgeon’s 
remark to parents. In his book, Come Ye Children, 
Spurgeon writes, “Getting children to meet in the 
morning and the afternoon  is a waste of their steps 
and yours if you do not set before them soul-saving, 
soul-sustaining truth.” If you have young children at 
home, your task every minute of every hour of every  

day is to do just that. But there is no “fake it till you 
make it” with your kiddos. They know when you’re 
pushing them toward something you don’t really 
believe yourself. It’s similar to feeding them brussel 
sprouts, telling them about their nutritional value while 
scraping yours down the garbage disposal. If you’re 
not going to eat it, they’re not really going to buy into 
their need to choke them down. In other words, allow 
the beauty of the gospel to be so central to your life 
that it becomes the air you breathe. When it is, they’ll 
feel like they’re suffocating without it. Keep going. 

Washington D.C. Bound: This summer our middle 
and high school students will be heading to 
Washington D.C. for a mission trip with Center for 
Student Missions (csm.org). CSM is a broad-range 
urban ministry exposure for our students and is the 
same organization we used last year in Chicago. While 
there, we will partner with ministries serving in areas of 
ethnic diversity and extreme poverty, eat at various 
local ethnic restaurants, and learn about unique issues 
and problems facing the city of D.C. and those who 
live there. We will also see what God is doing to foster 
and further His Kingdom in the city, through the local 
organizations that operate on the front lines of urban 
ministry. More than just seeing, we will become part of 
the solutions for the city by offering our prayer, time, 
energy, and sweat through a number of urban ministry 
sites all across Washington D.C.  
Registration will begin soon and there will be much 
more information coming out in the days to come. We 
will be serving in Washington D.C. July 16-22 and we 
currently have 14 spots reserved for students and 
leaders. Please talk to Pastor James today if you are at 
all interested in this ministry opportunity.  p.6 p.3

Carol Hillebrand and her 
h u s b a n d M a r k h a v e 
a t t e n d e d C L E F C f o r 
seventeen years. They will 
have been married for 36 
years in April and have two 
adult children and four 
toddler grandchildren.Carol 
h a s s e r v e d i n m a n y 
capacities during her time 

at CLEFC such as: AWANA, nursery, coffee time 
set-up, serving group leader, mission board, youth 
board, King’s Kids and Mission North Iowa. Carol 
has been the chairman of the mission board for the 
last nine years.  
What is the greatest joy about being a part of 
the Mission Board? There are a lot of things that 
bring joy to me from serving on the Mission Board’ 
There's no way I can say one thing!  1) The board 
members that  I work with make  the job fun!  I enjoy 
the meetings because we can have honest 
conversations despite differences; there's humor; I 
always learn from the board members and I love our 
prayer time for the missionaries; 2) Getting to really 
know the missionaries and being involved in their 
lives.  t's been fun to see how their ministries grow, 
change and to  pray  for them as they face 
challenges. Several of the missionaries have turned 
into friends which is awesome! 3) We get to hear the 
excitement of new missionary candidates talk about 
their ministry plans. It’s invigorating to hear and see 
the enthusiasm. Meeting with people who are going 
on a short term mission trip is always exciting 
also! I'll stop there, but there's lots more! 
What is the reward in volunteering for these 
ministries? Being involved in God's kingdom work 
right here in Clear Lake. What is more important 
than meeting to pray for our missionaries, whether 
they a re loca l , na t iona l o r i n te r na t iona l 
missionaries? It's a privilege to me. 

Volunteer Highlight 
Carol Hillebrand 

Any final thoughts? I would just encourage  
anyone to get involved in missions at any level. 
There's lots of ways to participate locally and 
overseas.  Consider a short term mission trip this 
summer!  Take advantage of opportunities to host 
missionaries for a meal or to stay in your home. It 
will broaden your own  horizons and of your 
children on multiple levels.  
How can people get involved in this ministry? I 
We'd love to have some new mission board 
members!   If you're interested in finding out more, 
please contact me or any other board member for 
details; Tim Fyfe, Alyssa Callaway, Karen Jordan, 
Gary Johnson, Dan Jordan or Greg Nicholas. The 
mission board usually meets monthly. other than 
that, there really isn't any regular time commitment.  
We're just looking for people interested in missions! 
What is your favorite Bible verse? Philippians 4: 
4-8 has meant a lot to me for a long time. It always 
grounds me when I'm upset or struggling with life. 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 

5 Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. 
The Lord is at hand; 6 do not be anxious about 

anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 

made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, 
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is 
honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 

whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if 
there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of 

praise, think about these things. 



We met as elders for 
a retreat on January 
21, 2017. It was a 
g o o d t i m e o f 
f e l l o w s h i p a n d 
reviewing where we 
are at compared to 
recommendations in 
the Vision Guide that 
was developed and 
adopted in 2016.  

We were excited to review how many of our 
members have participated in outreach events for 
Clear Lake, Northern Iowa, Chicago and the world. 
We discussed ways to get even more of our 
members involved over time.  

We reviewed and updated a master calendar of 
ministry events that occur throughout the year. We 
feel that this will help us, as a church, to be 
intentional about continuing onward with ministries 
that bless our congregation and the world around 
us.  

We discussed our worship services and the desire 
to deepen our members’ faith. We hope to make 
sure that our members and visitors receive a 
succinct and true-to-the-Gospel experience that 
reminds them of what we as a church believe, and 
how to live accordingly.  

As a new elder, I was blessed to see servant-
hearted men working and praying together to 
advance the Kingdom of God at many levels.  
We look forward, with great anticipation, to what 
God will do through CLEFC in the coming year.  

Elder Notes by Bill Paltzer: Elders Retreat 
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My Heart's Expression of Worship by Deb Jordan 
I was having a 
rough week. My 
head doesn’t like 
the weather we 
have been having, 
and Satan knows 
t h a t I g e t 
depressed when I 
don’t feel good for 
a few days in a 
row. 

I was in a funk. I sat down and read the passage 
for the coming Sunday sermon to prepare for 
leading music. Hebrews 4:14-16 says, “Since 
then we have a great high priest who has passed 
through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God. Let 
us hold fast our confession.  For we do not have a 
high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has 
been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us 
then with confidence draw near to the throne of 
grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace 
to help in time of need.” 

I read that passage a few times; praying about 
song choices, and then it happened; God’s word 
sank in. It ministered to my heart. What I was 
doing out of commitment, was taken and used to 
meet my need. I prayed; I cried, and then I sang. 
With tears rolling down my face, Jesus met me 
where I was. 

I don’t spend very much time sitting at my piano 
anymore. I don’t know why, I love to play, but I 
don’t take the time to play. I may practice for 
Sunday worship, or play a piece from time to 
time, but I don’t sit there and just play very often. I 
have been learning to play the guitar, so I do sit 
and practice that. Last week I sat at the piano. I 
was practicing for Sunday worship, but I did more 
than just practice. I sat and played and played. I 
worshipped.   

I think one of the things in this passage that hit 
me the most was the realization that Jesus allows 
me to come before HIM.  He makes a way for me 
to come before God. WOW!!    

I realize that most of you are not going to sit down 
at the piano and play worship music.  Some of 
you don’t sing outside of church. The importance 
to me here was allowing God’s word to sink into 
my heart. The music was my outpouring of praise.   

I come broken to be mended 
I come wounded to be healed 

I come desperate to be rescued 
I come empty to be filled 

I come guilty to be pardoned 
By the blood of Christ the Lamb 

And I'm welcomed with open arms praise God 
Just as I am 

I am so thankful that I have a Father who is 
waiting for me to come: broken, wounded, 
desperate, empty, and guilty. He asks me to 
come before Him in confidence. May I keep 
growing in that understanding of what He is, and 
what He desires for me.
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“I was blessed to see servant-hearted 
men working and praying together 
to advance the Kingdom of God.”

“I prayed; I cried, and then I sang. 
With tears rolling down my face, 

Jesus met me where I was.”

Would you be shocked to know that there are 39 
items in the Nursery that require batteries!   When I 
was growing up batteries in our house were rarely 
used for anything except flashlights. On the other 
hand, my husband, Ron, loved electronic gadgets 
so batteries were a staple item  in his office. 

I remember when I first became coordinator of the 
Nursery, I was determined that I would find lots of 
toys that did not require batteries and were still 
interesting and fun. I eventually came to appreciate 
the enhanced value of toys that beeped, sang, 
played music, or made a host of newfangled 
electronic sounds.  It was obvious that the children 
liked them too. My personal favorites are a stacker 
toy that rewards you with sounds AND lights with 
every ring that is added, and the infant floor mat 
that plays Mozart!   Fortunately the Nursery budget 
can easily handle this addiction! 

We would love to have you join us in the Nursery. 
We especially need helpers during the 11:00am 
hour. Get to know our youngest members while 
you recharge your Ministry batteries! And don’t 
forget to check out the baseball game that 
declares, “You’ve hit a double!”

A 2016 Ford Transit T-350 has been 
purchased and already in use! Both the Youth 
Ministry and the Clear Lake Classical School have 
been able to use it for various activities.

Nursery Notes by Mary Ann Butz


