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“God’s word is the most 
amazing masterpiece 
that has ever been 
written, truly a piece of 
art..”

Worship 
Jaime Copley

>> see p.6

What’s inside 
Offices closed 
December 25 

and January 1.

“Children are so 
precious to God, and I 
love being able to 
glimpse Him through 
them.”

Elder Notes 
Matt Sauer

>> see p.5
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1310 Highway 18 West
Clear Lake, Iowa  50428

clearlakefree.org 

We exist to make disciples by 
“Sharing Life Transformed by Christ’s Love”

Clear Lake Evangelical 
Free Church

   

Weekly: 
9:30am: Sunday Worship 

11:00am Sunday School  

6:00pm: High School Ministry 

8:30am Tuesday: Men’s Bible 
Study 

7:00pm: Tuesdays, Corporate 
Prayer in the Sanctuary 

6:30pm: Wednesday, Student 
Ministry  

Special Events: 
12/3: 12:00pm Harvest Festival 
12/4: 7:00pm Women’s Cookies 
and Carols 
12/10: Children’s Christmas 
Program during Worship service 
12/24: 9:30am Worship 
7:00pm Candlelit Worship 

Offices Closed December 25 
Offices Closed January 1 

Board Meetings: 
12/4: 10:00am Deacon/
Deaconess Meeting 

Truly a Silent Night by Pastor James
With Advent and Christmas upon us 
again, perhaps it’s worth spending a few 
moments looking afresh, or maybe 
anew, at what was truly happening as 
Jesus took on flesh. We all have 
pictures in our minds and songs we love 
to hum as lights from our Christmas 
trees make our living rooms warmly 
glow. We love the nostalgia and 
memories of days gone by and seeing 
the joy and anticipation on children’s 
faces as they decorate or look with 
amazement at all the sights this season 
has to offer.  

We are all too familiar with the lyrics of 
“Silent Night.” The words paint a picture 
of innocence and stillness: “Silent Night, 
Holy Night; All is calm, All is bright; 
Round yon virgin, Mother and child; 
Holy infant so tender and mild, Sleep in 
heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly 
peace.” I wonder if that is an accurate 
representation of what was really 
occurring that night in the Judean 
countryside. Philip Yancey writes, “From 
God’s viewpoint, and Satan’s, Christmas 

signals far more than the birth of a baby; 
it was an invasion, the decisive advance 
in the great struggle for the cosmos.” 

We tend to equate the battle more with 
Easter than we do with Christmas. 
Jesus being brutally tortured and 
murdered at the hands of mocking 
soldiers. Struggling to breathe as He 
hung from a brutal Roman cross for our 
sin. Being laid in a cold stone cave 
wrapped in burial cloths. Rising 
victorious over sin, death, hell, and 
Satan on the third day! It seems like the 
battle was then. The battle is how it 
ended. It was peaceful and serene 
when He was born, though, wasn’t it? 
The lyrics are accurate, aren’t they? 

Revelation 12 paints a very different 
scene for us than Franz Gruber’s 1818 
Christmas carol. There a pregnant 
woman is greeted by a great red 
dragon. 

Continued on Page 2

December at a glance

Community Kitchen 
Our church is responsible for serving 
Community Kitchen on following dates: 
Monday, Dec. 18, Friday, Dec. 22 
Friday, Dec. 29 
This is an excellent way to get your 
whole family, LiNC group, or friends 
involved in serving the community. Sign 
up at the Connection Center.  

http://clearlakefree.org
http://clearlakefree.org
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Truly a Silent Night (Continued)… 
The dragon “stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she bore her child he 
might devour it. She gave birth to a male child, one who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron” (12:4-5). 
Chad Bird writes of this moment, “Hark the herald angels sing, a dragon waits to eat our king.” The battle 
plans were written up before Jesus was ever wrapped in swaddling cloths and placed in a feed trough. 
Satan’s aim was calamity, ruin, and destruction from the outset. 

The aim of it all was silence, but it wasn’t silent at the start. A few verses later we read of Satan’s motives, 
day by day against Christians. John writes,“Now the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God 
and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who 
accuses them day and night before our God. And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and 
by the word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death…the devil has come down to 
you in great wrath, because he knows that his time is short” (12:10-12)! 

In his hymn, “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God,” Martin Luther writes, “The Prince of Darkness grim, We tremble 
not for him; His rage we can endure, For lo! His doom is sure. One little word shall fell him.” Did you catch 
that? One little word shuts Satan’s mouth. Kills the accusations made against you. Ends the condemnation. 
What one word did Luther have in mind? Liar! 

Quite a powerful word. Satan is known as the “father of lies” (John 8:44). That has been his way of 
operating from the beginning. The lies he loves to whisper are, “Guilty.” “Sinner.” “Unworthy!” The reality is, 
they’re all true; but only apart from Christ. Once you have been redeemed and reconciled to God through 
Christ, there is “no condemnation” (Romans 8:1)! Then, and only then, do they shift to being lies. 

Now there is silence. You can lay your head squarely and securely on your pillow tonight, and every night, 
and rest under the declaration of forgiveness because Jesus laid down his life on your behalf. It really is a 
Silent Night, but it surely didn’t start that way! 

From 2 Sam 
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2 Samuel Reading Plan for December 

Sunday’s Text 
2 Sam. 21:1-1; 24:1-25 
2 Sam. 21:15-22; 23:8-39 
2 Sam. 22:1-23:7 
Christmas Eve 

Date 
December 3 
December 10 
December 17 
December 24 
December 31 

Overview 
Failures of Saul and David 
Mighty Men and Weakness 
Closing Poems 

Text(s) to Read 
2 Samuel 21:1-14; 24:1-25; Psalm 18 
2 Samuel 21:15-22; 23:8-39 
2 Samuel 22:1-23:7; Matthew 1 

THREE CHRISTMAS PRESENTS 

"Little children, make sure no one deceives you; the one who practices righteousness is righteous,  
just as He is righteous; the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning.  

The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil," 1 John 3:7–8 
Ponder this remarkable situation with me. If the Son of God came to help you stop sinning, to destroy the works 
of the devil, and if he also came to die so that, when you do sin, there is a propitiation, a removal of God’s wrath, 
then what does this imply for living your life? 
Three things. And they are wonderful to have. I give them to you briefly as Christmas presents. 
1. A CLEAR PURPOSE FOR LIVING 

It implies that you have a clear purpose for living. Negatively, it is simply this: don’t sin. “I write these things to you 
so that you may not sin” (1 John 2:1). “The Son of God appeared to destroy the works of the devil” (1 John 3:8). 

If you ask, “Can you give us that positively, instead of negatively?” the answer is: Yes, it’s all summed up in 1 John 
3:23. It’s a great summary of what John’s whole letter requires. Notice the singular “commandment,” “This is His 
commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as He 
commanded us.” These two things are so closely connected for John he calls them one commandment: believe 
Jesus and love others. That is your purpose. That is the sum of the Christian life. Trusting Jesus, loving people. 
Trust Jesus, love people. There’s the first gift: a purpose to live. 
2.   HOPE THAT OUR FAILURES WILL BE FORGIVEN 

Now consider the second implication of the twofold truth that Christ came to destroy our sinning and to forgive 
our sins. It’s this: We make progress in overcoming our sin when we have hope that our failures will be forgiven. If 
you don’t have hope that God will forgive your failures, when you start fighting sin, you give up. 
Many of you are pondering some changes in the new year, because you have fallen into sinful patterns and want 
out. You want some new patterns of eating. New patterns for entertainment. New patterns of giving. New 
patterns of relating to your spouse. New patterns of family devotions. New patterns of sleep and exercise. New 
patterns of courage in witness. But you are struggling, wondering whether it’s any use. Well here’s your second 
Christmas present: Christ not only came to destroy the works of the devil, our sinning, he also came to be an 
advocate for us when we fail in our fight. 
So I plead with you, let the freedom to fail give you the hope to fight. But beware! If you turn the grace of God into 
license, and say, “Well, if I can fail, and it doesn’t matter, then why bother fighting?” If you say that, and mean it, 
and go on acting on it, you are probably not born again and should tremble. 
But that is not where most of you are. Most of you want to fight sinful patterns in your life. And what God is saying 
to you is this: Let the freedom to fail give you hope to fight. I write this to you that you might not sin, but if you sin 
you have an advocate, Jesus Christ. 
3.   CHRIST WILL HELP US 

Finally, the third implication of the double truth that Christ came to destroy our sinning and to forgive our sins, is 
this: Christ will really help us in our fight. He really will help you. He is on your side. He didn’t come to destroy sin 
because sin is fun. He came to destroy sin because it is fatal. It is a deceptive work of the devil and will destroy us 
if we don’t fight it. He came to help us, not hurt us. 

So here’s your third Christmas gift: Christ will help overcome sin in you. 1 John 4:4 says, “He who is in you is 
greater than he that is in the world.” Jesus is alive, Jesus is almighty, Jesus lives in us by faith. And Jesus is 
for us, not against us. He will help you. Trust him. 

Christmas Advent Reading- December 25



Better Together 
After 40 years we realized life is better when Linda 
and I do life together. With raising kids, workloads, 
and ministry we have not always been able to do 
everything together. When we started with 
missions about two years ago, mission trips 
seemed to be an area we could not do together. 
The reason was health insurance. Linda was going 
to work full time at HyVee where we could be 
covered by group health insurance. Last summer 
God started working on our hearts to take another 
step with Him. Which meant Linda giving up her 
full-time job so we could do mission work together. 
How do we feel about this move? We truly are 
excited and praise God for His direction of doing 
missions together! I was sharing our story with a 
friend. He encouraged my heart by looking at me 
and saying, “Great, I have been praying for this for 
you guys!” 
  
Two main areas of ministry we will be doing 
together is leading teams for camp ministry, and 
missionary staff care in the Ukraine. We traveled to 
the Ukraine in November to teach at the IM training 
center and for staff care. Linda will be an excellent 

addition to our teams for camp ministry. She has 
added another level of care in the Ukraine 
extending love and care. We have found in life and 
in ministry we are better together! As thrilled as we 
are about doing missions together we also must 
confess there has been some anxious thoughts 
that goes with this transition. For years we found 
security with employment that came with a salary 
that we earned and health insurance. That security 
net is now gone. We now live with dependency on 
the generosity of others supporting us in ministry.  
With Linda leaving HyVee our health insurance is 
also gone. We have discovered that the cure to 
our anxious thoughts is to continue to trust God. 
He has lead us into missions, and we know He will 
supply for our needs in this transition.                                                                                                  
  
We are jumping in with both feet, (From Linda) 
I just want to share how much I agree with Randy.  
When Randy was on his month mission trip this 
summer every time I talked to him he would say he 
didn’t want to go on anymore mission trips without 
me. I kind of thought he would change his mind 
when he got back but I think he was even more 
convinced! So we started praying and felt like God 
was leading us to the next step in His plan for us.  
The trip that Randy and I took to Ukraine together 
this fall confirmed to me that we are following 
Gods will for us. I could see and feel how being 
there I was able to relate to many of the women 
and be there to support Randy. I am excited to go 
with Cindi Snow, Tim Fyfe and Randy to Africa for 
the first time this coming January. 
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Praises and Prayer Requests 
1. For God giving us the opportunity to serve Him. 
2. For our time in Ukraine and how God is preparing hears for ministry. 
3. For you, in the many ways you care and support us. 
Please pray for our trip to Kampala, Uganda from January 5-16. 
Please pray for our need to continue support raising. 
Please pray God would give us compassionate and tender hearts as we care for others. 

The English word “Advent” comes from the Latin adventus, which means “coming.” As Christians, the 
advent we remember and celebrate was that of Jesus' birth and incarnation some two millennia ago. One 
of the other aspects that's brought into view each Christmas season is the vivid reminder of what we 
anticipate in Jesus’ second coming as well. If you've ever sung the Christmas carol, “Joy to the World,” 
there's a great reminder of that truth there:  

	 No more let sins and sorrows grow, Nor thorns infest the ground; 
	 He comes to make His blessings flow, Far as the curse is found.  

Our hope for you this Christmas season is to be reminded of the simple yet profound truth at the heart of 
the gospel: Jesus came and took on flesh and dwelt among us, "and we have seen his glory, glory as of 
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth" (John 1:14). The reason that is important is found in 
Hebrews 2:14: 

	 "Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same 
	 things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the 
	 devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery.” 

Each day of Advent we want you to reflect upon the beauty of the gospel. Look at its intricacies. Marvel at 
its depth. Weep at its complexities. Worship at its scope. Jesus entered human history, lived sinlessly, 
died shamefully, rose victoriously, reigns supremely.  

Every detail of your life should be impacted by the gospel. That means that every detail of your life, 
however seemingly insignificant, matters to God. As you reflect on Advent this season, there may be 
times of exuberant joy; there may be times of discouraging sorrow. In each of those moments, see God's 
incredible love for you. Again, that's at the heart of Advent: Immanuel, God with us. 

You can find daily advent readings on our website; clearlakefree.org/advent They are taken from John 
Piper's, "Good News of Great Joy: Daily Reading for Advent." 

Immanuel: God with us Missionaries of the Month: Linda and Randy Vaage

http://clearlakefree.org
http://clearlakefree.org


This Sunday, December 
3, our 2 Samuel passage 
i s chap te r s 21 and 
24.  They are two little 
known stories.  In chapter 
21, there’s a story about 
a famine and Saul’s sin; 
the other chapter, 24, is 
about a census taken by 
David.  These two stories 
at first glance have little to 
do with each other until 

we start noticing that the author is creating a 
structure that is telling us that there must be 
something more to the story. 

One of my prayers in going through 2 Samuel is that 
you see the depth that is there in God’s word that 

brings life and growth. The example these two little 
known stories provide in the Old Testament is 
defining and foreshadowing the atonement that 
Jesus provided for us. It is truly exciting! 

This new year all of us will likely be making goals of 
reading and studying God’s word more.  I would 
encourage you to read for life change not simply 
quantity.  Do that by looking for structure in the 
text. God’s word is the most amazing masterpiece 
that has ever been written, it is truly a piece of art. It 
will be worth your investment. 

Please take the time this next year to study for 
gospel aim.  You will see the word come alive. If 
anyone wants extra help as you get started, please 
seek out a pastor or elder. I would personally love to 
offer my time helping you in this way.  

Elder Notes: New Year’s Challenge by Matt Sauer 
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Christ's birth is the 
re a s o n f o r o u r 
ce lebrat ion th is 
season. Prophecy 
fulfilled, God on 
earth, a humble 
birth for the King of 
Kings. 

I'm so excited to 
once again be a 
part of sharing the 
m e s s a g e t h i s 
ho l iday season. 

The cute costumes, “Away in the Manger” 
complete with animal hoods and young voices 
sharing scripture. It makes my heart melt every 
time. Maybe I'm a bit dramatic when it comes to 
the yearly Christmas program at church, but it's 
truly one of my favorite times of the year! 
  
Telling this remarkable story is important. Hearing 
it through the voices of our church's children 
makes it incredibly special. 

This year's program is a compilation of scripture 
and thoughts on the very first Christmas. The 
focus is on the true gift: our Savior.  

Each year I find myself buried in the busyness of 
the holiday rush. I can hardly stand the 
commercialization of December 25 and how 
innocently we can become distracted from the 
true meaning. I hope, through the children, you'll 
hear the message we can all too easily miss: 
Christ’s birth is why we celebrate at all. It truly is 
the most wonderful time of the year! Sunday, 
December 10, you can sit and revel in the miracle 
of the Messiah born in Bethlehem. 

The kids have practiced hard and we promise not 
to disappoint! The performance will start with an 
example of the Christmases many of us celebrate  
each year. Time with loved one, gifts, food and a 

decorated evergreen. The intention is not meant 
to shame anyone or make anyone feel guilty! We 
just want to  draw the focus back to where it 
should be. It's easy to get caught up in the glitter 
and cheer, the parties and the presents. But as 
we well know, Christmas is about love: a father in 
Heaven who loved us all so much, He sent His 
Son to live among us on Earth. Scripture shows 
that we needed a Savior. And God delivered. 

“He left His glory, so that we might share 	in His 
glory.” 
"He left his throne in Heaven for a bed 	 made of 
straw. His human birth means a 	 spiritual birth for 
you.” 
"He came to where we were, so that we 	 could 
go to where He is." 

I love being able to praise God through projects 
like this one! Children are so precious to God and 
I love being able to glimpse Him through them. 
Christmas is very special to me, that was set in 
place following years of special holidays with my 
family. It's a cozy time. A time that brings 
happiness to many. I thrive on that! To me, there's 
nothing sweeter than hearing the Christmas Story 
through the youngest of believers. Each child 
offers something special to the performance. 
Their voices, their hearts for worship, their 
innocence; all elements that encompass the purity 
of that night, long ago. I feel fortunate to be able 
to share in the joy of the holiday with our kids. Be 
sure to join us December 10! 
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The Most Wonderful Time of The Year by Jaime Copley                                                                        

  

I started part-time for 2 1/2 weeks, then went on a previously scheduled vacation 
for 11 days. Robin and I were just learning names and being able to associate 
correctly and incorrectly with faces. Holiday times are upon us. As Robin and I 
continue to get to know you, and you, us, we are confident in God’s bringing us 
together for purpose. It is exciting to minister together with you that the Lord may 
encourage, strengthen, and move us closer to the image of His Son. Most of us 
have holiday traditions that we employ and impress upon our families. These can 
be very helpful in understanding who we are and where we came from. They can 
provide stability and confidence as we move into the future.  

In the church, we also can have traditions that give us stability and strength. But 
we must also remember that for the Christian, our goal is never to remain the 

same, but always to change into the image of Christ. This collides with man’s resistance to change. It is 
natural for us to be content doing things the same. Though many things we do (e.g. study the Bible, worship, 
pray) are similar, we are not to be the same in doing them. Spiritual traditions, like Bible study, praise, prayer, 
generosity, demonstrating love, are secure signs posted along our journey, but our journey keeps us moving 
toward our goal. Therefore, let us celebrate our traditions, but let us not stop our progress to admire them. 
They are designed to help us move down the path so that we demonstrate Christ’s character and Christ’s 
love in ever greater measure. 

Uncharacteristic Beginnings by Pastor Scott 


