
 

Main Point from Sunday’s sermon 
God calls us into Christian community, and it is 
one of His richest gifts to us. Let's celebrate it and 
dedicate ourselves to it! 

Now let’s RECAP: 

Philippians 1:1-11  Highlight what you think are the 
key words and phrases that might reveal Paul's 
agenda for the rest of the letter. 

Here are some main points of Sunday's message: 
"Community . . . On Purpose" is a title with a 
double meaning - (1) We've chosen, on purpose, to 
be part of Christian community. (2) We're a 
Christian community with a purpose. 

-Who? The Apostle Paul, to the church in Philippi 
-What? A letter (epistle) 
-When? Probably A.D. 61 or 62 
-Where? From Rome (probably) to Philippi in 
Macedonia 
-Why? To say thank you for a recent monetary gift 
(chapter 4). To address some false teaching 
(chapter 3). To express tender affection and 
encouragement to some dear friends in the Lord. 
-Our church-wide memory work for the next six 
weeks: Philippians 2:1-11 (NIV, or another version of 
your choice) 
-In some New Testament letters, the introductory 
section seems to reveal main themes that will be 
further developed later in the letter, In the case of 
the Epistle to the Philippians, those themes 
("community makers") may include: 
Grateful praise, Joy, Suffering, Love, Mission 

-Martin Luther: "Anyone who is to find Christ must 
first find the church. How could anyone know where 
Christ is and what faith is in him unless he knew 
where his believers are?" 
-African proverb: "If you want to travel fast, travel 
alone. If you want to travel far, travel together." 
-Emil Brunner (20th century Swiss theologian): "The 
church exists by mission as fire exists by burning." 
-Pauline Phillips: "The church is a hospital for 
sinners, not a museum for saints." 
-Leo Durocher: "Baseball is like church. Many 
attend, few understand." 

-How long have you been purposefully a part of 
Christian community? What are some blessings it 
has brought you? Any specific stories? What are 
some challenges or frustrations it has brought you? 
Any specific stories? 
-Is it possible to put TOO much emphasis on 
Christian community? What might that look like? 
Choose one of the five "community makers" listed 
above and talk about how you've seen it strengthen 
bonds of Christian community. 
Work on memorizing Philippians 2:1-11 

Talk through the lyrics of "The Church's One 
Foundation" (Samuel J. Stone, 1866). 

(On Back) 

TOGETHER
SMALL GROUP SERMON DISCUSSION

linc-ed

LiNC: LIVING IN NEW COMMUNITY
C L E A R  L A K E  E VA N G E L I C A L  F R E E  C H U R C H

r      e-Read a      pplication

p       raise

e      valuate

c      itations from the ChurchOctober 14, 2018



The Church’s one foundation 
Is Jesus Christ her Lord, 
She is His new creation 
By water and the Word: 
From Heav’n He came and sought her 
To be His holy bride, 
With His own blood He bought her 
And for her life He died. 

She is from every nation, 
Yet one o’er all the earth; 
Her charter of salvation, 
One Lord, one faith, one birth; 
One holy name she blesses, 
Partakes one holy food, 
And to one hope she presses, 
With every grace endued. 

The Church shall never perish! 
Her dear Lord to defend, 
To guide, sustain, and cherish, 
Is with her to the end: 
Though there be those who hate her, 
And false sons in her pale, 
Against both foe and traitor 
She ever shall prevail. 

Though with a scornful wonder 
Men see her sore oppressed, 
By schisms rent asunder, 
By heresies distressed: 
Yet saints their watch are keeping, 
Their cry goes up, “How long?” 
And soon the night of weeping 
Shall be the morn of song! 

’Mid toil and tribulation, 
And tumult of her war, 
She waits the consummation 
Of peace forevermore; 
Till, with the vision glorious, 
Her longing eyes are blest, 
And the great Church victorious 
Shall be the Church at rest! 

Yet she on earth hath union 
With God the Three in One, 
And mystic sweet communion 
With those whose rest is won, 
With all her sons and daughters 
Who, by the Master’s hand 
Led through the deathly waters, 
Repose in Eden land. 

O happy ones and holy! 
Lord, give us grace that we 
Like them, the meek and lowly, 
On high may dwell with Thee: 
There, past the border mountains, 
Where in sweet vales the Bride 
With Thee by living fountains 
Forever shall abide!


